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THIS Book, as I informed the 
World in my firft Edition of it, 
was written on a Private Occafion ; and I 
did hope, as I then faid, that my imper- 
feft Eflay might excite fome Perfon of 
greater Learning and Abilities, and bet- 
ter provided with Books, fuch as the 
Subject requires, than I was or am, to 
write a more Compleat Treatife about 
the Government of the Church: And, I 
thank God, I have lived to fee fome ex- 
cellent Books written in Vindication of 
our prefent Form of Church Govern- 
ment, and rhe Divine Inftitution of 
Epifcopacy in particular. That detefr- 
able Book falfely called The Rights of 
the Chriflian Church ajferted, &c. has given 
frefh occafion to many Pious and Lear- 
ned Men, who were juftly provoked by 
his Impious Dqftrines, to vindicate and 
affert the true Orthodox and Divine 
Rights of the Church of God, and to 
prove beyond all Contradiftion, Th.it the 
A i Church 
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Church from the beginning had its peculiar 
Rights and Privileges immediately from 
Chrift himfelf wholly independent on the 
Civil Magijlrate, or any Temporal Authority 
whatsoever : That this power was given to the 
Apoftles, and from them derived to the Bi- 
jbops as the chief Qovernors of the Church 
under Chrift, the only fupreme Head of the 
Catholick Church : And that Bijhops as di- 
flinB from Presbyters and having Authority 
over them, were fettled by the Apofiles them- 
fefoes, according to the Inftitution of our 
Saviour, and by the Guidance and Direction 
of the Holy Spirit ; And that no Ordination 
of Hpibyters or Deacons was accounted valid, 
in the primitive Church without the Impojt- 
tion of Hands, not only of the Presbytery but 
jf the Bifbop alfo. Of this kind are ieve- 
ral excellent Difcourfes lately written 
or PubKfhed by the Reverend and Lear- 
ned Dr. Hickes, to which he has joyned 
moft admirable Prefaces, with an almoft 
inimitable Vivacity of Style, and full of 
Reafon and Argument: And Dr. Potters 
very ufeful Difcourfe of Church Government, 
which to my Knowledge has given good 
fatisfa&iori to fome Perfons, (who tho* 
they were before ready to think Epifco- 
pacy a good Political Form of Church 
Government, yet looked upon it to be no 
more than a Prudential Inftitution) and 
fully convinced them that the Original 
Con* 
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The PREFACE. 
Conftitution of the Church by Chrif! and 
his Apoftles was under the Government 
of Bifhops, and therefore that it was a 
Form not to be altered by any Autho- 
rity whatfoever. For which Reafon J 
cannot but with fome Impatience de- 
fire to fee the Second Part which lie has 



where he promifes to continue the Ac- 
count which he has already given us of 
the "Government of the Church for the 
three firft Centuries,' thro* fome of the 
following Ages after the Church was ta- 
ken into the Prote&ion of the Civil Pow- 
ers. To thefe I may add Dr. Turner's 
Anfwer to that pernicious Book falfely 
called the Rights of the Chrifttan Church 
afjerted, &c. and Mr. BmghamH Learned 
Treatife of the Antiquities of the Chrifiim 
Church, wherein he has given us fuch a 
dear Account of the Conftitution of the 
primitive Church for four or five Centu- 
ries, that by reading his Book only, a 
Man may have almoft as diftincl: an Idea 
of the Conftitution of the ancient Church 
as of the prefent. Befides thefe Books 
which have appeared fince the Impious 
Author of the Rightspublifhed his wick- 
ed Book, (which is-not levelled again ft the 
Church of England only, but the whole 
Cbrifltan Church in general,; there are two 
ethers that I have feen and read, that- 
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were written and publifhed in behalf of 
Epifcopacy, before this and all the other 
true Rights of the ChrifHan Church were 
called in Queftion, and pronounced to be 
none at all by that Wretch who pretend- 
ed to aifert them. Thefe are the Prin- 
ciples of the Cyprianic Age, and a Difcourfe 
[hewing who they are that are now qualified to 
adminifter Baptifm and the Lord's Supper, 
wherein the Caufe of Epifcopacy is briefly 
Treated. This latter piece is not now to 
be had by itsfelf but with four other Dif- 
courfes againft the Quakers, by the Inge- 
nious Author of the Snake in the Grafs. 
Which two Books, tho' not fo large as 
fome of thofe before mentioned are not 
lefs Weighty, and are Argumentative 
even to Pemonftration. 

Neverthelefs , forafmuch as none of 
thefe Reverend and Learned Gentlemen, 
or any other that I know of, feem to 
have had the fame Defigns in View 
that I had, to give a particular Account 
of all the feveral Orders and Degrees 
that are intruded with the care of Eccle- 
lisftical Government in our Church, and 
to Ihew what Governours are of primi- 
tive Original, and what are not, where- 
in our Difcipline or Form of Government 
is exaft ly agreeable to that of the ancient 
Church, and wherein it differs from it : 
J conceived my Book fnotwirhftanding 

it 
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a main part of it is intended to defend 
the Divine Inftitution of Epifcopacy (as 
thefe Worthy Perfons have done) might 
yet have its ufe, and be of fome Service 
to the Church tho' thefe excellent Trea- 
tifes here mentioned have better handled 
one part of the Subjeft. 

Hereupon I refolved Upon a Second 
Edition of it, and having met with fome 
Miftakes ("tho' I thank God no very ma- 
terial ones) I took care to Correft them, 
tho' no Friend or Adverfary was fo kind 
as dire&ly to point them out to me. In- 
deed I have not found that any one has 
thought convenient to make any Reflex- 
ions upon it fince it was firft Publilhed 
except Mr. Nokes the Paftor of an Inde- 
pendent Congregation, who in his Pam- 
phlet called the Beautiful Pattern is pleafed 
to take fome little notice of my Book, but 
it is only by the Bye, for that Pamphlet 
was defign'd againft another Independent : 
And the very Perfon who put him upon 
examining my Book to confute it, and 
was, if I miftake not, a Member of his. 
Congregation, owned to me that the 
very fov Reflections that Gentleman 
had made were fo weak that they did not 
deferve a Reply. 

And as I thought it my Duty to Cor- 
rect fuch Miftakes as I had difcovered, 
tho' they were not confiderable, fo I 
A ij judged 
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judged it expedient to enlarge upon Ibme 
Chapters in order to clear feme material 
Points more fully than I had done.before. 
I thought convenient alfo to add a new 
Chapter concerning Provincial Synods : 
Becaufe the higheft Points of. Church 
Government have been formerly thought 
to belong to them as to the Dernier Re- 
fort, and 1 conceive ought to do fo ftill. 

I thought it therefore neceflary accor- 
ding to the beft of my underftanding to 
vindicate thofe Rightsof an Englijh. Con, 
vocation which have on all fides been 
afferted to belong to 'em: I meanfuchas 
Bifhop Wake, Dean Kjnwt, Dr. Hody, 
Synodxs Jnglicdna, and thofe Gentlemen 
who are moft moderate in their Preten- 
fions have allowed. '_ ' 

For which Reafon I have induftrioufly 
avoided the making any Quotations from 
the Author of the Letter to t Convocation- 
man, or from Dean Atterbury, or Mr. 
Archdeacon Hill, left it might be faid 
that they Challenge more than the In- 
terior Clergy or even Provincial Synods 
ever had a Right to. Tho' I do not con- 
ceive they challenge more in any material 
Points than what the others allow. 

And I could not but think it very ne- 
ceflary thus to vindicate the Juft Rights 
of the Reprefentative Body of the Clergy, 
becaufe if thefe folemn and ftated meet-i 

" * ■ " H. 

Digitus b, GCK>glC UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The PRE RACE. . 
ings of the Clergy in Synod be wholly 
laid afide ; it may bring the Church it 
felfinto Danger hereafter, tho'ft be now 
fate and flourifhing. For when the 
Reprefentative Body of the Clergy has 
loft their Rights, can particular Clergy- 
men hope to fee their own long fecure ? 
It is true that under our prefent Gover- 
nours both in Church and State we 
need not Queftion our fafety : But 
fince our prefent Governours are not Im- 
mortal, and we know not who fhall fuc- 
ceed them, we may be allowed to fear 
what may be done by their Succeffors, 
and defire to be fecured againft thofe 
Fears. And it is to be hoped that thofe 
who now fit at the Helm of Ecclefia- 
ilical Affairs will ferioufly cohfider the 
fetal Confequences which may happen 
to the Church by the lofsof her Synodi- 
al Rights, and .heartily endeavour the 
Reftoration of them. That they may 
not only preferve the CMurch of England 
as by Law Eftablifhed, fare and flourifhing 
during their own time, but as far as is in 
their Power fecure its fafety to future 
Generations. The Affembly of Presby- 
ters in Scotland, the Presbyterians and 
the Quakers in England have their ftated 
Meetings or Synods for fettling matters 
relating to their own Difcipline : And it 
isto be hoped the Church of England 

BOt, 
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not be put into a worfe Condition than 
all Parties in the Realm, and be denied 
thofe Rights which all Provincial 
Churches have enjoyed from the Apo- 
ftles times to our own. What I have 
here faid of the Affembly in Scotland, and 
our Diffenters at Home, was urged by 
Dean Atterbury on the like occafion Nine 
Years ago : Who alfo added, That fuch 
meetings as the Clergy of England dejire, are 
duly held in every other fart of the Reformed 
Church. * And his learned Adverfary 
anfwered to it in this manner : Are not 
Convocations more duly held, when they are 
made up of Bijbops and their fubordinate 
Presbyters, than where the Presbyters reign 
alone ? At leajl, are not fuch meetings a little 
more duly held, where the Clergy reprefent 
the Church ; than where the Lay-Elders (ft for 
EcclefUjiical fudges ' Since I have thought 
fit to repeat the Argument, I ought to 
reply to the Anfwer has been made to 
it. And therefore I muft ask Dean 
Kjnnet whether Convocations made up 
of Bifliops and their ftibordinate Pres- 
byters can be faid to be duly held when 
they are not held at all, and may, for 
ought we know never be allowed to be 
hdden more ? Andfurely thofe AfTemblies, 
that are conftantlyholdenat ftated times, 
may very well be faid to be more duly 
held than one that is not allowed to meet 
even 
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wen when it is folemnly Summoned, and 
the particular Members ftriaiy required 
by Private Letters not to Jail in their At- 
tendance. 

If therefore by the Words duty held be 
underftood fas I believe every body be- 
fide Dr. did underftand them) to fig- 
nify conftantly mating at afet or fitted time, 
and without any relation to the nature of 
the Alftmbly when met, I muft fay it 
again, that our Convocations are not fo 
iuly held as the Scotch Affembly, the Pres- 
byterian Synods, or the Quakers Meet- 
ings. * But fays Mr. Dew, as to our-ib 
Diffenting Brethren, / thought their fede- 
ral Schemes of Dijcifline were new, and at 
leaf not fo worthy our Imitation. And 
fo do we think too; I know no Clergy- 
man of the Church of England that 
thinks it fit that we fhould receive their 
new Difcipline : But we would be very 
glad to enjoy our own, and in order to 
it defirethat our Convocations may meet 
at ftated times fas conftantly, for I mult 
not fay duly, as their Affemblies do; in 
order to preferve it. And let Mr. Dean 
reprefent it as he pleafes, we cannot but 
think it a hardfhip upon us, that the fe- 
veral Setts and Parties that are but Tole- 
rated fnouldbe allowed thofe Rights and 
Priviledges that are denied to the Church 
Eftabliihed: And that more Regard 
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fhould be had to the Rights of the Kirk 
of Scotland than to thofe of the Church of 
England. Thus it has been faid, what we 
f lead for is allowed the prefent Scotch Kjrk 

; ibid. i. iti. and more than what we plead for* * Who 
allows itj fays the Anfwerer, but the Legi- 
jlature of the Kingdom ? And does not the 
Legiflature of the Kingdom allow of our 
Convocations in England as well as of the 
Aflemblies in Scotland ? I have never yet 
heard of any Law that has been paffed to'- 
forbid the meeting of a Convocation, fo 
that I conceive, .the Legiflature of the 
Kingdom as much allows of a Convoca- 
tion of the Clergy as it does of the Kirk 
Aflembly. 

But let us hear him once more. For 
the Conclufion of this Argument, and to 
fhewhowunreafonable it was the Church 
fliould be denied what was allowed to 

t ibid. p. is*: all Se£te ampngft us, it was faid, jhaH 
Schifin and Enthufiafm ( to fay no worfi) have 
the free Liberty of their Confults, for the pro- 
pagation of their Interefts ? And jhatt an A- 
pojlolick and Eftablijhed Church want it ? God 

I forbid ! To which this is all the Anfwer, 

nay rather God be praifed, that an EJlablijb- 
ment is yet above an Indulgence; and that our 

I Church has many more fundamental Rights 

and Privileges than any one feparate Congre- 
gation. "Was ever any Argument more 
weak and ridiculous? Becaufeour Church 

I 
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is upon an Eftablifhment and the Differ 
ters have no more than an Indulgence ^ 
Becaufeour Church has many more Fun- 
damental Rights and Privileges than the 
feparate Congregations, therefore it is 
very fit and reafonable that the Liberty 
of free Confult fhould be allowed to them 
and denied to us. If this be Argument, 
then an Eftablifhment is fo far from be- 
ing above an Indulgence, that it is a great 
way below it: And notwithftanding our 
many more fundamental Rights and 
Privileges, the Diffenters in this refpeft 
are in a much better Condition than we 
are. * What is allowed to them is what we' it»d.p.ifc; 
plead for. And tho' as this Gentleman 
fay's, Primes and Parliaments are not to he \ 
iireSed by m little Pleaders : Yet Princes 
and Parliaments are very tender of the 
Rights of every particular Perfon, even of 
the meaneft, much more may we hope that 
they will be tender of the Rights of a 
Body of Men, and of fuch a Body of 
Men efpecially as the whole Clergy of 
England : And tho 1 it is by no means fit 
that they fhould be directed by us little 
Pleaders, yet being Juft and Gracious, 
we humbly hope that they may hear our 
Plea, and judge our Caufe, and perhaps 
think it very reafonable that the Church 
Eftablifhed fhould not be permitted to 
be in any refpeft whatfoever in a worfe , 
con- 
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condition than any SeQor Party in the 
whole Realm. God be prarfed, we have 
a Qu e t n now fitting on the Throne* 
that is as well Pious and Religious, as 
Glorious and Triumphant; A Prince a- 
dornecf with alt tfiofe Virtues and Ac- 
compli fliments that can make Her belo- 
ved by Her Sufeje&s, refpefted by Her 
Allies, d'readed by Her Enemies, and ad- 
mired by alt : A Prince that has an equal 
regard to Her Stibjefts Liberties, and 
Her own Prerogative, that as She will 
not fuller Her Prerogative to be Invaded, 
lb neither will She permit the Rights of 
any Man, much lefs of any Body of Men 
to be Impaired : A Prince that altho' She 
has a tender companion for DhTenters, 
and will not permit their Toleration to 
be violated, yet has a Cordial Love for 
the Eftablifhed Church of Emlxxd, and 
will maintain and preferve all its Legal 
Rights ; therefore if we can fatisfy Her 
Majefty ('as I am confident we may ca- 
fily do, when She fhall be at leifure to hear 
usj that none of Her Royal Anceftors or 
PredecelTors ever denied the Convocation 
leave to affemble and fit when the Par- 
liament did from the beginning of the 
Reformation to this time, it is not to be 
doubted but She will grant the fame Li- 
berty and Freedom to the Convocations 
Summoned and Chofen by Her own Roy- 
al 
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al Command. We have a moft Reve- 
rend Metropolitan Prefident of our Con- 
vocation, who, in my Confcience I be- 
lieve, has as hearty a fincere Love for the 
Church over which he prefides, as any of 
his Predeceflbrs : One that ftood man- 
fully in the gap in oppofition to Popery 
and Arbitrary Power, when it was ready 
to have overwhelmed us : "Who has ever 
declared a moft hearty Zeal for the pre- 
fent Eftablifhment both in Church and 
State : "Who has feemed in the opinion of 
many, more ready to advance than di- 
•rninifh the prerogatives of his See : And 
therefore we may hope that being made 
fenfible how much it leflens his Metro- 
political Rights, to be prohibited to hold 
his Convocation after he has received and 
executed the Royal Mandate to Summon 
it, how fuch a precedent may render hint 
and his Succeffors as inconfiderablewith 
relation to Provincial Synods as the mean- 
eft of the Inferior Clergy, it is to be 
hoped that he will fo reprefent this Mat- 
ter to Her Majefty, that this ancient 
Right of his See may be reftored to him, 
and he may tranfmit it to his Succeffors 
in as full and ample manner as he receiv'd 
it from his Predeceflbrs. Have fome of 
the Clergy not been fo fubmiffive to his 
Grace ashe expected ? Sure it will not 
be to his Honour totally to fupprefs Con- 
voca 
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vocations in order to fupprefs their Oppo- 
fitions. Does he conceive that they de- 
nied any part of that tuft Power heclairris 
over them ? Certainly it cannot be pru- 
dent to give up all his Power in Con- 
vocation rather than to have one point of 
it Difputed. However it is to be hoped 
that the fear of feeing no more Convo- 
cations in cafe there be not a better A- 
greement between the Two ttbufes, may 
incline both Parties heartily to defire a 
Reconciliation, andendeavonr to effettit 
by all Peaceable Methods if ever they be 
permitted to fit again. And fhould they 
not be permitted to fit, who can tell what 
may be the Confequence ? Should Con- 
vocations be discontinued much longer, 
it may lie too juftly feard that they will 
never be revived again. And fome Per- 
fons may in Time make fuch ufe of this 
Difcont Inuance, as to procure them to be 
laid afide altogether, and raife an AfTerii- 
bly of Divines in their'ftead. But 'tis to 
be hoped that all due Care will be taken 
by our prefent Governors to prevent 
their Succeifors from having any Pretence 
to call fuch an Aifembly : And I do not 
fee how it can be prevented but by re- 
ftoring to the Metropolitan, his Suffra- 
gans and the Inferior Clergy their Right 
of meeting in Convocation as well as of 
being Summoned to it with every Parlia- 
ment. ■ ' Thft . 
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The Submiffion A3 it feif has been look- 
ed upon as a Grievance, and a great hard- 
Jhip put upon the Clergy of this Realm, 
even by thofe that have been thought the moft 
moderate Men in the Church of England. 
And yet this very Aft does n'of bar the 
Clergy from meeting in Convocation when 
they have been Summoned by the Royal 
1 Writ. It only prohibits the Metropolitan 
from 'calling them together without fuch a 
-Writ", and forbids their making Canons 
when aflembled till they have a Royal Li. 
cenfe to do lb. And yet my Lord of Sa- 
nan * in his incomparable Hillory for which' vote p :„, 
he had the juft Thanks of both Houfes of" - 
Parliament, has made this Reflection on this 
Statute ; The extreme, fays he, of raifing the 
Ecdefiaflical Power too high in' the times of 
Popery, had now produced another of deprejfmfr 
it too much : So feldom is the Cotmttrpoife Jo 
jnSly BaUanced, that extreams are reduced to a 
well-tempered Mediocrity. And f Dean Owut* J?**"*- 
Very jultly reproves Dean Atterhury for lay- 
ing that the Statute of Submiflion is none of 
their [the Clergies] Grievances, nor do they 
as\ or wilh a Repeal of it. He handfomely 
reprehends him for it, and fays. Note, he 
talks all this in the name of the Clergy, as if 
he were Prolocutor of a Iffwer-Hmfc ; when yet 
he does not Report fair, nor declare the Refolu- 
tim according to Majority. For 1 fcarce think 
one half of the Clergy are fo very proud of their 
Forefathers Suhmiffion, as to take it for no Grie- 
vance at all, not fo much as ask or wilh a 
Repeal of it. * And a little after he adds, • ftU i tt 
But what if Primes of another Communion, «r 
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of no Religion fhould arife, and proclaim the 
Tenets of Here !y or Blafphemy \ and not puffer 
the Clergy to meet for the common meafarts of 
Union, and holding faft the faith: But dart 
the Governors of the Church into a Frffimuftire, 
and take the firft advantage of it tarn thefk 
and all their Clergy. Would not this Statitte be 
then a little Grievance ? Atd would not Difk 
Men wifit wellioPofierlty as mU as intmi 
their prefent Safety ? ■ ■ 

And I humbly conceive thatthe mofteflec- 
tual Method to provide for the feitartty of p©>- 
. fterity in this particular, wdirid be -lb to b&ty. 
tinue the ftated meetings of the -CbavocatkMi 
that if hereafter a Prince of another Gtmrfne- 
r.ionorof no Religion jhould ttrife fas the Dean 

e\-prefles it; he might not think it proper 10 
break in upon an EftablHh'd Omoni, ndr 
however his Inclinations might be towards 
the Church, think it juft and honourable » 
deny the Govcrnours of the Church the 
Liberty of their Synodical Meetings wMch 
he (hair find they have ever enjoyed ia aH 
former Reigns. 

Neither is it Clergy-men alone that have 
thought the Sirbmiffion Act a Grievance, noT'k 
it only of hte Years that it has boen efteemed 
fo : For an hundred years ago, my Lord A«- 
con, the greatefi: Statesman of bis Age foemS 
- B , wn -„ Re . to have had the fame Opinion of it. * Who 
p i*o- writing to Her Majefty's Royal AnceftorKiag 
James I. of happy Memory, toodhlng the Edi- 
fication and Pacification of the CbOTChof. Eng- 
land-, having fpoken fomc things ccmcermiijg 
the 



Co gle 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The PREFACE, 
the reafbnableneis of Bifhops making ufe of 
the affiance of their Clergy in matters rela- 
ting to the^r private Judicature in each Dio- 
ceje, according to the Cullom of the primi- 
tive Church, which Paftage 1 have tranlcrihed 
into f this Book, he adds what follows. (- 
as I wijhf lays he, this ftrength giv en to Bilhops 
by Council, fo it is not unworthy Tow Majeftys 
Cornier salon-, whether you jluB not think jEr, to giye 
jbingth to the general Council of Your Clergy, 
(tht Convocation Houfcj which was then re- 
firmiedy when the ftate of the Clergy was thought, 
a fufptted fart to the Kingdom, in regard of t 
their late Homage to the Bilhop of Rome ; 
which ftate., sow-, will give flace to none-, in their 
Loyalty and Devotion to Tour Majefty. It is 
plain that he fpeaks this with relation to the 
Submiflion Act, and that he thought the 
Clergy were too much reftraioed by it, 
yet then that Ad had never been extended 
to reftrain them from meeting when the 
Parliament did, together with which they 
were wont to be Summoned as they are to 
this Day. The reftraint therefore which this 
noble Lord and moft wife Statefman means 
mult refer to that freedom of Debate and 
Power of Afting within their Sphere in 
which refpeft he ruppofed them to be retrain- 
ed further than was convenient. But what 
would he have (aid if they had been reftrained 
even from meeting at all ? That was a thing 
which in thofe days could not be thought 
poflible to come to pafs. However the 
Clergy have always quietly kept themfelves 
within the Limits of the Submiflion Aft, and 
they may therefore humbly hope that it 
B 2 ftall 
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flnll uot be ftretched fo far as to bar them 
from that privilege which was never denied 
them for above 150 Years together, to meet 
in Convocation when the Parliament docs, 
tho' ' they have no Money to give. For 
they had a Right to give their own Money 
which has never legally been taken frQm fhero, 
but only difufed. 

Certainly there is very great occafion for 
the meeting of a Convocation at this rime, 
and for their acting too. For tho', God be 
praifed, the T mets of Herefy and BUffhemy (as 
* jEcdSyn p.sKDean Kennet expreflesitj are not proclaimed 
by Authority, yet they are.Fublilhed without 
Authority, in order to Poyfbn the Youth of 
the Kingdom with pernicious Doctrines and 
deteftable Principles : And is it not conveni- 
ent that the Clergy mould meet together, 
if it be but to confult what may be the molt 
proper Meafur.es which they can take to put 
an effectual ftop to fuch wickednefs ? To ad- 
yife with their Metropolitan, and the reft of 
my Lords the Bifhops, and to receive their 
Directions when they are in a Body together 
how to proceed in fuch Cafes : And if need be 
to offer their petitions to the QUEEN and 
Per Parliament to beg their Protection and 
Affiftance in the Difchargeof their Duties. 

- Tallin, * I would only ask ( \ fays my Lord Bacon) 
v lij, -ic. ' why the Cvil State fhould be purged and 
f reftored, by good and wholfome Laws-, made 
* every third or fourth "Year, in Parliament 
t Ajfemhled m 7 devifing Remedies as faft as time ' 
: breedeth Mifchief; and contrariwife, the Ec- 
1 tleft- 
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* clefiafikal State, fliould continue, upon the 

* Dregs of 7»wf, and receive no Alteration 

* now for this ftye and forty Years and more ? 

* If any Man ftiall object, that if the like'In- 

* termiflion had been ufed ,in -Civil Caufet 

* alfb, the Error had not been great ; furely 

* the Wiidom of the Kingdom hath been 
1 otherwife, in Experience, for three hundred 
' years fpace at the leaft. But, if it be faid 

* to me, that there is a difference, between 
1 Civil Caufes and Ecclefiafiical, they may as 
6 well tell me that Churches and Chaftls needno 
f Reparations, though Houfes and Cajlles. ;do, 

* whereas commonly, to fpeak Truth, Dila- 
1 pidations of the Inward and Spiritual EM- 
1 f cations of the Church of God are,' ^n all 

* times .as great as the Outward and Mate- 
6 rial. Sure 1 am that the very Word and 

* Stile of Reformation ufed by our Saviour , 

* from the Beginning it was not fo •, was a,p- 

* plied to Church Matters ; and thole of the 
I higheft Nature, concerning the Law Moral. 

Thus have I freely delivered my Thoughts 
on this Subject. And truft that I have done 
it in a decent manner, with due Refpedt to my 
Superiours both in Church and State. And if 
any Word has flipt from me either in this Pre- 
face or the following Book, which may feem 
to Reflect on any Perfon whatfoever, I hear- 
tily retract it. I have, I thank GOD, a moft 
Dutiful Ane<3ion for the Q.UEEN our molt 
Rightful and Lawful Soveraign, a firm, un- 
lhaken Zeal for the prelent Eftablilhment 
both in Church and State; I Honour, Re- 
fpect and Love my moft Reverend Metropoli- 
B 3 tan 
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tan and Dioccftn, to whom I have fereral O- 
bligations both of Duty and Gratitude, and 
if I duTent from him in any particulars it 
■ is pure matter of Principle and Conicience, 
not of Party that caufes me to do it. I ho- 
nour all the reft of my Lords the Bilhops, and 
moft of them for their Perfonal Merits no 
lefs than for their High Station in the Church. 
I love and refpecc all my Brethren of theCler- 
gy for their Order lake, efpecially thofe that 
labour moft in the Word and Doctrine, I 
hate the Odious Diftinftion of High-Church 
and Low-Church, and I heartily pray there 
may be no other Contention amongft us than 
who ftall endeavour to dhcharge his Duty 
moft faithfully. And having made this Solemn 
Declaration 1 commit the ftccefs of my La. 
bours to the LORD. 
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CHAP. I. 



Of the Catholick Church, and its Authority 
and Government in General* 



HE Catholick Church, .which we all 



profefs to Believe as an Article of 



our Creeds is, (a) by our CanonsC*) cm i<: 



defined to be the whole Congregation of Grrifiian 
People, difperfed throughout the whole World. In 
which Definition our Church fpeaks no other 
than the Senfe of the Scriptures and whole 
Primitive Church, which have Taught us, that 
the Catholick or Vn'tDerfal Church is a Society or 
OrporOtien of Men GolkUtd out of aU Nations* 
and-Vnited to each other by fitch Bands as are 
proper to a Society of Men to make them a Body 
Corporate. This is plain from the Scriptures, 
where the Church is called and fet forth by fuch 
Names as are commonly ufed to denote a So- 
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ciety or Corporation of Men. Thus in. the 
Gofpels it is ufually called the Kingdom of Hear 
(t) »M»t.j.i. ven. (b) So both John Baptist and Our Blefled 
w 4 . i 7 . w IO Saviour and his ApoftleS began their Preach- 
7. Mir. 1. 1 4 . w j th an g xnortat j on t0 Repentance, be- 

caufe the Mejflas was coming to Erect a Church 
amongfl: them, faying, Repent ye, for the King- 

(4 M*. 4 .31. 0/ Heaven is at Hand, (c) The Gofpel 

which was Publifhed for the Benefit of the 
Church iscalled the Gofpel of the Kingdom. When 
the Jews were threatned with having the 

(j) mix. ii*ai. Church taken from them, our Saviour laid, (d) 

the Kingdom of Cod (hail be taken from you. And 

generally in thofe Parables wnerem our Sa- 
viour compares the State of his Church with 
any thing here on Earth, He calls it the King' 

<o MJt n.ii- dom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven- (e) 

ii,44.4!>t7- Thus the Kingdom of Heaven it likened wta a 
Man which fowed good Seed in his Fteld : And to 
a Grain of Mujtard Seed : And to Treafure hid 
in a Field: And to a Merchant-Man feektssg good- 
ly Pearls ; And to a Net that teas Cafi into the 

0mt io.u Sea, and gathered of every kind, (f) So again, t he 
Kingdom of Heaven u like unto a Man that is an 
Hsvfholder, which went out early in the Morning to 
mm. 39 2. hire Lahmrers into his Vineyard, (g) The Kingdom 
■of Heaven is like unto a certain King which made a 

0) M,:,s5.i. Marriage for his Sox. (BJ Then jhaJl the Kingdom 
■ of Heaven he likened unto ten Virgins, which took 
their Lamp and went forth to meet the Bridegroom* 
la all thefe Places, and many more, it is ap- 
parent that by the Kingdom of Heaven^ our Sa- 
viour meant the State of the Church on Earth, 
and not that triumphant Kingdom where the 
Saints fhall Reign with him in Glory. For 
the Enemy the Devil cannot come into Hea- 
ven it felf to fow the Tares of pernicious 
Herefks, 
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Herefies, but he does fo ia the Church. The 
Glorious Kingdom of Chrift above, confifting 
of innumerable Hofts of Angels, and Juft Men 
made perfe&, is not raifed from fo fraall a 
Beginning as to Be compared to a Grain of 
Muftard-Seed : But the Church was fo raifed 
from a very fraall Beginning, conlifting of 
Twelve poor Fiftiernien ; from whence it en^ 
xreafed to that Degree as to comprehend ma- 
ny great Nations, States, and Kingdoms. So 
alio all the other parables here cited are very 
applicable to the State of theChriftian Church 
Bpon Earth, but not at all to the future State. 
If the pmrck then be a Kingdom* as the Scrip- 
tures in fo many places aflert it to be, then 
jnaft it be a Society or Corporation-, as other 
Kingdoms are, it rmjft have its proper iitad 
ma Govetvour as they have, and Laws and Or- 
dinances agreeable to its Polity, which is not 
Earthly but Heavenly, tho' it be yet upon the 
.Earth, for it is the Kingdom of Heaven, the Re- 
wards and Panifhments being of a Spiritual 
Nature, and Judgment to pafs upon all Of- 
fenders in a future State. 

Another name to denote a Society or Corpo- 
ration of Men living under the fame Laws and 
Government, and enjoying the fame Privi- 
leges and Immunities is City. The Members 
of the Chriftian Church are therefore (a) laid^ H:b "'«0 
to be come unto Afiunt Sion* and vnto the Gty of 
the living God? that Heavenly ferufalem ; for 
that Apoftle writes thefe words to Men that 
were at that time ftill living in this World, 
and were only Members of the vifible Church : 
(b) Therefore, lays St- Paul, ye are no more Strair fO E?b, *. t r : 
gcrt and Foreigners-, but &M$iorGtiz*ns with the 
Bl Same, 
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MVULi.m. Saints, and of the Hovfhold of God. (c) And that 
Our Citizen (hip is in Heaven. 

The common Tranflation has it, Our G>n- 
verfation is in Heaven ; but in the Original it 
U iKhiTtuud* citizenfltip. And thofe that are 

(«j iph. s. u. not of Chrift's Church are faid to be (a) A- 
liens, «-irc thj m^niiAf, from the Polity, Citi- 
xenfhip, or Commonwealth of IfraeU 

But nothing can be a plainer Proof to de- 
monftrate the Church to be a Society, C>rporation^ 
or Body Politick, than that the Scriptures ex- 
prefly call it fo, and tell us that the Church is 
, a Body whereof Chrift it the Head* Thus it is 

(«Eph i. 7 nil. written, (b) He gave him to be the Head over all 

(t) Epb.4.17. f&jfgi to theChurch, which ss his Body, (c) And 
thofe who are fet apart for the Work of the 
-Miniftry, are faid to be fo appointed for the 

f<f)CoLi. 11. Edifying the Body of Chrift. (d) And he is the 

(.) Co!. Head of that Body, the Church, (e) And St. Paul 
rejoyced in the Sufferings which he endured 
for Chrift's Bodies fake, which is the Church. 

Having thus fhewn that the Church is a Society 
or Corporation, in the next place I am to fhew 
that it is not a particular, but Catholick or Vni- 
verfal Society, extending to all People, Nations, 
and Languages. And this is no lefs evident 
from the Scriptures. For when our Saviour 
hift before his Afrenfion gave a Commiffion to 
his Apoftles to admit Perfons into his Church, 

if) mw. it. is. ( i) he exprefly commanded them to Difciple all 

& Mit.ti. 11. /^ f ; a „j i Baptizing them, and to Preach the Gof- 
pel to every Creature. And before Chrift came, 

U) Hit a. t it was prophefied of him (g) that God would 
give him the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the 
utmoft parts of the Earth for his Poffeffion. And 

(^iph.j.14- accordingly (h) He has broke down themiddlt 
wall of Partition between Jetds and Gentiles'-, fb 
that 
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that in ( a) every Nat inn he that feareth him and W Adi 10. u, 
^worketb Jtighteoufhefs U accepted sf hint' The 
Church of ChriSi therefore is not confined to any 
one People as the Jewijh Church was, but ex- 
tends to all Nations whatsoever, that Thall 
hear and receive his Holy Gofpel, as might be 
manifested from many moWTexts of Scrip- 
tureif it were needful. It remains therefore 
that I ihew the Church to be but one and the 
feme, notwithftanding it be thus diflultve and 
diiperfed over all the Earth, 

The unity of the Church is no left manifeft 
from the Scriptures than it is that there is any 
Church atall: (b) Forays St. Paul, as we have C*J Rom. »; 
many Members in one Body-, and all Members have 
not the fame Office; fo we being many are one Body 
in Chritt, and every one Membersone of another, (c)l') iCor.u.i;. 
For as the Body is one, and hath many Members, and 
all the Members of that one Body, being many are one 
Body ; fo atfoU Christ. For by one Spirit are we alt 
Baptized into one Body, whither we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles; whether we be Bond or Free ; and have been 
aS made to drink into one Spirit- (d) There mW ^-4- 1- 
one Body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
Heme of your catting ; one Lord, one Faith, one Bap~ 
tijm, one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. If thentheCWc/i 
be the Body of Chrifi, as I have already proved, 
• and the Body of Chrifi be but one, as thefe 
Texts exprefly aflert, then the Church it feli 7 
is but one, tbV it confift of never lb many 
Members or Parts. Therefore the union of 
Christ and hisCburch is compared to that of the. 
Husband and Wife ; (t) for the Husband is rfa?.(«) ej>1». ,. }; . 
Head of the Wife, even as ChriSi it the Head of 
the Church; wherefore, as by the ChriftianLaw, 
« Man can be but ;he Husband of one Wife, fo 
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ftt&i'+isbGjkdjh the Church, (c) The 'Head from whom the 
whole Body fitly joined together and compacted by 
that which every Joint fupplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the meafure of every Part, 
maketh encreafe in the Body, unto the edifying of it 
[elf in hove- 

II. As the Church has one only Supreme 
Head or Governor, fo it is alfo guided or di- 
rected by one only.SpwiV, which is the Holy 
(J) John; is. i)'. Ghofi the Comforter-, (d) the Spirit of Truth, who 
will guide the Faithful Servants of Chrift into aU 
O) i c*ri i2, a, Truth- (i) Now, as, the Apoftle fays, there 
>J.7,"- are diverjities of Gifts, but the fame Spirit : For by 
one Spirit we are all Baptized into one Body, and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit- AtiA the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every Man 
to profit withal i For to one is given by the Spirit 
the word ofWifdom ; to another the word of ' Know 
legeby the fame Spirit, dec. But allthefe worketh 
that one and the fame Spirit, dividing to every Man 
if) Epb. * 4. fever ally athe will C/)Andasthereisbuto»* Body, 
fo there is alfo but one Spirit which communi- 
cates Life to it. 

Ill- The Catholick Church is one, as it has 
but one Foundation on which it is Built, and 
ii) i c«r. j- ii. that is Chrifi. (g ) For other Foundation can no 
Man lay than that which is laid, which is Jefts 
'!) Mw.16. is. Chrift. (h) And upon this Rock is the Church 
built, that is, upon the Confeffion which St. 
Peter made when he &id, Thou art Chrift, the 
fin of the living God. ■ And tho' the Apoftles 
and Prophets are alfo called the Foundation, 
the Unity is neverthelefs the feme, becaufe, 
as they are Stones in the Foundation, fo are 
they united by one Corner Stone, whereby it 
comes to pais, that fuch Perfons as are of the 

•■■if 
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of the Houfhotd of God, are built upon the Founda- 
tion of the Apples and Prophets-, Jems Chrift 
himftlf being the chief Comer Stone ; In whom all the 
Building fitly framed together-, groweth unto an Holy 
Temple in the Lord. (Jt) This Stone was laid m(0 iti-ss. 
Zion for a Foundation. There it W3S that our 
Saviour firft began to Preach, there he laid 
down his Life forus,therehegaveCommand,(/) 
That repentance and remiJfionofSinsfhould be preach' if) Luke z*.*7- 
edinhts name among all Nations-, beginning at Jem- 
falera. There was the firft Church built, and 
whoibever have been or ever fliall be converted 
to the true Chrifiian Faith, are and fhall be 
added to that Church , and laid upon the 
lame Foundation, which is the unity of Origin 
nation. 

IV. The Church is therefore one, tho' the 
Members thereof are many, becaufe they all 

agree in one Faith. For as there is but (w) (»)ipb,4 j. 
me Lord? lb there is alfo but one Faith : And all 
thole who have or mall receive, embrace, and 
profefs that (m) Faith once delivered to the Saints? (*) jud. 1. 
muft necefiarily be accounted one with relation 
to that Profefllon. 

V. The Cat holick Church is one, becaufe all 
the Members of it, howibeverdiftinguifhedby 
Time or Place have all- the fame Signs and 
Badges of the People of God, acknowledging 
and receiving the fame Sacraments. They arc 
all initiated or admitted Members of this 
Church by the Sacrament of Baptifm : And 
they all teftifie their Communion with one ano- 
ther, and their Union to Chrifi? the only Su- 
preme Head of the Church by receiving of his 
Body and Blood under the Elements of Bread 
and Wine. When the Apoftles were fent to 
found and build the Church, $hey received this 

Commilfion, 
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prerae Head of that Society, whether the Su- 
preme power thereof be lodged in one or in. 
many. Now I have already (hewed (and fure 
none that believes there is a Church can diP 
putt it) that Chrifi is the one only Supreme 
Head of the Church, and it is therefore manfe 
feft that all who bear any Office, or have any 
Authority therein muft have it either imme- 
diately or mediately from him, that is, they 
Hiuft have it either by his exprefi Nomination 
as the Apoftles themfelves, or according to 
his Ordinance and Appointment as the Apo- 
ftles Succeflbrs, for thofe who derive their Au- 
thority from Chrift by a fucceffive Ordination 
according to his Inftitution, are no left his 
Minifters, Stewards or Deputies, than thole 
that were exprefly and particularly nominated 
and fent by himfelf. ■ We all know, that when 
a Charter is granted to form a Corporation or 
Body-Politick, that the firft Magiftrates of 
that Corporation are particularly nominated 
or appointed by the Prince or Sovereign, who 
Encorporates them and grants the Charter, 
And then the Charter it felf fettles the Me- 
thod by which the fucceeding Magiftrates mall 
' be appointed \ yet the fucceeding Magiftrates 
who are appointed to govern the Corporation, 
are no left the Minifters, Stewards or Depu- 
ties of the Sovereign Prinqe than the firft Ma- 
giftrates were, whom the Prince himfelf nc^ 
minated and appointed to that Office, becaufe 
they all derive their Power and Authority 
from the Original Charter, by which the firft 
Magiftrates were nominated and appointed tQ 
be Governors of that Body. Now I conceive 
it to be very plain and evident from what I 
have fajd already, that our Saviour jftfyf 
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Cbrifiy the Sovereign Prince of the Univerfe, 
and Lord of the whole Creation, whofe Su- 
preme Authority is indifputable, has founded 
a Spiritual City, an Heavenly Kingdom col- , 
lefted Out of all the Nations of the whole 
World, of which he alone is the Supreme So- 
vereign Lord : It remains therefore that I 
Ihew that he did alfo fet and appoint over this 
Spiritual City, this Heavenly Kingdom, feve- ' 
ral Officers, Magiftrates or Governors to rule 
this Society, and to govern this Church under 
him^ccording tf> the Laws which he had pre- 
fcribedtoit} And that by the Charter, Grant 
or Commiffion, by which he conftituted this 
Political Body, he gave to thofe Officers whom 
he himfelf exprefiy chofe and nominated, fuf- 
ficient Power and Authority to conftitute and 
appoint their own Succeflbrs to the end of the 
World : And confequently, that thofe Sue- • 
ceflbrs do derive their Authority from him, 
tho' by a mediate Derivation, as well as thofe 
whom he firlt Commiilioned for that purpofe. 
Thff New Teftament, which contains the 

I Charter or Commiffion by which the Church 
of chrift is Founded and Eftabliftied, does lb 
plainly.. (*)afTert a Government in the Church, , jJE . M & 
and apparently diftinguifh the Members of i Cor. 1 1. iS. ft 
Gfi^sMyftical Body in (b) Governors and G^S^*,,, 
vtnud, that one would think this matter could 
not admit of a Difpute between thofe who 
acknowlege the Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
tures. Butbecaufe there are fomeamonglt thofe 

: who profefsChriftianity,and pretend to begoid- 
ed by thofe Sacred Books (as the hdependents^ad 
feveral Seels of Anabapnfts, Quakers, &c. . pro- 
pagated from them) who if they do allow any 
Church-Government at all, yet make it fb per- 
feftly Democratical that we know not how to 
diftinguilh 
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diftinguifh the Governors from the Governed a- 
roongft them, their Church Officers a&ing on- 
ly as the Servants of the Church, or particu- 
lar Congregation, ( which in their Senie are 
reciprocal Terms) and not as the immediate 
Minifters of Chrift conftituted by him, fo that 
thefe which are appointed as Governors, are but 
Subje^s to thofe they pretend to Govern, aad 
by confequence no Governors at all there being 
Others alfo (as the Erafiians) who place all fic- 
clefiaftical Power and Authority in the Civil 
MagUtrate ; therefore defigoing to trmt of 
the Original and continued Government of Ckrijfs 
Church, and to prove that the Church of England 
as it is by Law eftablifhed, is governed accor- 
ding to the Rules of the Gofpel, and the Pra- 
ctice of the Primitive Church in the beft and 
ptireft Ages, that I may obviate all Objections, 
I nidge it necefiary for me in the Firft Place to 
ihew that there was a Government fettled in 
the Church, at the beginning of its Eftablifh- 
ment by Chtift and his Apoftles, and that this 
was diflinft from the Government of the Civil 
IMagiftrate, independent on him, and not al- 
terable at his Pleafure : Then I Ihall coniider 
what is the Authority of the Civil Magiftrate in 
Ecclefiaftical Affairs, He being acknowledged 
by the church of England to be the Supreme Go- 
vernor of all Perfons, and in all Caufes: A_ad 
in the next Place 1 purpofe to fliew^ who are 
thole Perfons to whom Chrifi has in a more 
fpecial Manner committed the Government of* 
the Church, and that in the Church of Eng- 
land there is no eflential Variation from the In- 
ftitution of Chrift and his Apoftles, nor any 
Alteration in the Ecclefiaftical Government, 
other than what has been thought iufome inea- 
iare 
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lure neceflary according to the different State 
of the Primitive Church and ours, that is, be- 
tween a Church oppoied and persecuted, and 
a Church fupported and protected by the Civil 
Powers. 

Now that there mult be a Government in 
the Church, is demonftrable, becaufe it is im- 
poffible it mould fubfift without it : For the 
Cbwch (**AJwi* as the very Name of it imports, 
lignifies a Congregation or Society of People, 
and the Chriftian Church being Get us fidelium> 
comprehends that faithful Society which be- 
lieves in Jtfm Chrift> and that any Society 
Jhould fubfift without Government, cannot be 
imagined \ Where all are to command and 
none to obey, the Society ceafes and becomes 
a confufed Rout : It is not therefore to be 
fuppofed that the eternal Word who is Wif- 
dom it felf, ihould act lb fooliihly, as to pre- ' 
tend to institute a Society without Govern- 
ment - 7 to aflert this, would be to make God 
m the Author of fence (* as the Apoftle has ' 1 cw. 14. 31: 
declared him to be) hut of Cmfufion, and that in 
at tbe Churches of the Saints? where f St. Paul* •°*-«4«* 
■fibres us 'tis his Will that all things he done dt- 
tmly and in Order. But what Decency, what 
Order can there be without Government ? If 
therefore the Church* have no Government in 
it felf, how can it be any other than a riotous 
Afiembly ? But to let this Matter beyond all 
Dlfpute, the Scriptures themfelves do poli- 
tely aflert that there is a Government in the 
Church, and one Supreme Governor, even 
>/w Christ whom all that profefi his Name 
acknowledge to be the Lord. * He died for all y * * c*r. j. t( . 
tim thty which live jhould not henceforth live unto 
tirmfttveh but unto him that died for them and 
rofe 
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tA3. m. as. rofe again. *f* The Church of God, therefore, 
which he hath purchafed with his Blood, is hereby 
made fubje& to him, and he is the Head or 

" la.*. 4. chief Ruler over it : * Rr the Government is up- 
on his Shoulder : Of the Increafe of his Government 
and Peace there jhall be no end, upon the Throne of 
David, and upon his Kingdom-, to order it and to 
ejrah/ijh it with Judgment and with Juftke, from 

Luke 1. 12. henceforth even for ever. The Lord hath given -un- 
to him the Throne of his Father David : And he 
jkall reign over the Houfe of Jacob for ever, and of 

Eph. i. 22. his Kingdom there jhaS he no end. God hath put all 
things under his Feet-, and gave him to be the Heaid 

Rcv - J - 7- over all things to the Church. He hath the Key of 
David, he openeth and no Man fhutteth^ he Jhuttetb 

M». as. , s . and no Man openeth. And all Power is given unto 
him both in Heaven and in Earth : Which Power, 
before his Afcenfion, he delegated to certain 

•John io. si./ ptrfons * whom he fent into all the World 
with the fame Power and Authority, to Col- 
left, Settle, and Govern the Church, which 
he himfelf had before received of the Father. 
This Power was by no means given to all the 
Faithful, for if it was, all Chriftians mnft be 
made Governors of the Church, and then 
where mall we find any to be governed ? At 
leaft no Man can challenge any Authority de- 
rived to him by this Commiflion of chrifi Yet 
St. Paul declares himfelf to have ftich an Am- 

1 1 cor. 4 . |i. thority f when he asks the Corinthians, if they 
will provoke him to come among them with a 

{-j * cor. io. s. Rod ? And (a) afTerts to them the Authority 
which the Lord had given him and the reft of the 

W a coin mo, Apoftles, and (i) lets them know that he has a 
Power from the Lord to ufe Sharpnefs to 'em, 
if it be found expedient ; that they are not to ' 

w i cor, 4. i. (c) account of ium and the other Paftors of the 

Church, 
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Church, as their Minifters or Servants, but* 
tht Minifters of God and Stewards of the Myfteries 
«/Chrift, that is as Perfoos who have received 
their Commiffion and Authority from our 
Jj>rd himfelf and not from the Church or Con- 
gregation of the Faithful i And he charges (d) (o ■ ri% s- 17 
Timothy, that the Elders which rule weU be counted - 
Morthy of double Honour ; He alfo befecches the 
(f) Tiseflkloninhs to how thtm which labour amongft W i Th=r. 512. 
them, and ore over them in the Lord. (/) The C/")Hch 17. 
Author tothe /airnwlikewife commands them 
to obey thtm that have the Rule over them, and fub~ 
mt tbcmfelves. And that this Obedience is re- 
quired in.thi8 Place, not to temporal but Spi- 
ritual Governors is moll apparent from the 
Allowing Words, for, adds he, they watch for 
your Souls M they that mttft give .Account. That 
the Pallors of the Church alfo had Authority 
over their Flocks in all fucceeding Ages is molt 
mani&ft. Ignatius, one of the mblt ancient 
Fathers, who immediately fucceeded the Ape- 
JHes, in his Epiftle to the Trallians has this 
EipreDion ; He that >'• within the Altar is fure I 
wherefore alfo he is obedient both to the Bifbop and 
Presbyters. And there is fcarce one of his Ept- 
ftles wherein he fays not fomething.of the like 
Nature. Does not St. Cijrian plainly difcovcr, 
that he thought himfelf veiled with a lawful 
Authority to Pardon or Punilh with Spiritual 
Cenfures? whenhefays, * Imy felf alntoft of-*Bp,,). 
fend by pardoning Offences more than I ought. For 
he is fpeaking here not of private Offences com- 
mitted again!! himfelf, but of publick againlc 
the Church, f And in another place he tin. i. 
fmartly .rebukes tbofe who would not be go- 
verned by the Presbyters and Deacons. But 
why Ihould I trouble my felf to colleft parti- 
C cular 
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18 Of ' the Csthdiek Churchy mcL' its CIiap.T. 
cular Proofs and Authorities, when it is mani- 
feft from all Church Hiftory, that the'Chn- 
iHanChiirch'beibre it had airy firpreme Magi- 
Jlrate in its Communion for above three Cen- 
turies, was actually governed by its Partors, 
" and has continued to be fa ever fince in the 
greateft part of Chriftendbm. - Indeed with- 
out this DiftidcUwTdf Governors ind Governed, 
it is impdfltble the Church moaMicarttinue, it 
draft' needs' felt sod come to nothing. The 

• i Got, ij, jo, Body of chrift 'cotifiRs of many Members, * ; 

and if they were all-one Mernfatr? there mere the 
Body? Accordingly therefor^therApaftleiays, 
Sod hath fti fomeU the Om^'frftsityifilty fi" 
xondkrily Prvfhetif thirdly TertheYsi - after .'that 
Miracles-, then Ciftt of ' Healing Hifys y Govern- 
ments, Diversities of ' Tongues-- J'rs -all Apefiles ? 
are all Prophets ? are ail Teachers ? • Are 411 apv 
pointed to Govern? &c. It is certain they are 
not> neither is it pbffiblc they ihbuld be, and 
fHe Church continue an orderly well regulated 
Society. Nor do thefe Church Officers re- 
ceive their Authority from the People ; for 
•how can tBe^ People give that fhey have not 
fTiemfelves? The Supreme Authority is cer- 
tainly veiled in Zftriftj "a'rtd*therefore no Man 
xan challenge any but as it dtdfegated from 
MI [) him, *f- for no Man tahthj -tha't isy- ought to 

' tike this Honour to hirhfelf Blithe ffcat is called if 

God as tvm Aaron. But we never find that 
Cmfi delegated his Pc-wer to all the People, 
or gave them a Comraiffion to appoint their 
own Church Officers. It is true, indeed, the 

• aSss- j. Apoftles did once * lay to the Multitude of 

Difciples-t look ye out among you fe-ven Men of ho- 
ve j} Report, full of the Holy Ghoft and of Wifdom> 
but then it follows, whom WE may appoint over 
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Cap. I; Authority and Government-in general. *I9 
ibk Btfinefs. So that howfbever, the People 
cbofe 'em, the Apoftles only appointed them, 
and by Virtue of CJW/r's Commiffion commit- 
ted an Authority tothem:"And betides the 
-People attempted not to choofe afld prefent 
them 'till they had the Apoftles Leave to do it. 
For this was ho Right which the Multitude 
could challenge to tbemfclves, as is plain from 
the Practice of Paul and Ramabai, who* or-' A3* »<. u. 
' JUincd Elders in every Church, without the Peo- 
.pleselecting'em: 'And f Titus was left in Crete t Tit. i. r. 
■to ordain Elders in every City '., which had been 
- perfectly needleft if the People could have coa- 
ftituted fuch for themfelves. But 1 pnrpofe 
tofpeak more of this hereafter, xvhen I come ' 
to confider the manner of electing Church- 
Officers, and therefore (hall wave any further 
• Difcour fe of it here. I (hall only add, that it 
is certain Church-Officers derive their Autho- 
rity from Heaven, and not from the People, 
beclliife St. Paul exprefly declares a$ much to 
the Elders of Epbefus^ faying, * Take heed* Aa<.»«.*». 
therefore wjtojottrftlves-, and to all the Flock-, over 
which the Holy Ghoft hath made you over-* 
feers- 

And as the Governors of the Church re- 
ceive not their Power and Authority from the 
Community of the Faithful, lb neither do they 
^receive it from the Civil Magiftrate. For 
when drift delegated his Power to the Apo- . 
ftles and their Succeflbrs^ he fent them not to 
any Princes or Governors to have this Power 
confirmed to them, but having received their 
Commiffion, 'they executed it in all places 
jvhere they came, and that many times even 
in Oppofition to the Rulers that then were. 
And it is certain that for threeCcnturiesand 
C 2 more, 
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more, Chrifi had a pure and floorilhing Church 
governed by its own Officers or Paftors, where 
the Civil Government was noways concerned 
with it, unlefs it were to fiipprefs and Perfe- 
cute it, yet all this time the Rulers' of this 
Church exercifed an Authority thereid, accor- 
ding to the Fulnefs of that Spiritual Power 
-j Aft| a given by Chrifi. (*) They received Multitudes 
<(.) i rim i. 10 .' nt0 their Communion Baptifm, (&) others 
0) Ad» s. J( & f tnc y ^ out °y Excommunication, (c)Officers 
were chofen and appointed for the Service of 
(rfjAflsjo. «8. the Church, and (3) Overleersto govern and 
W i Tim. «. 2. feed the Flock, not only (e) to reprove, re- 
</) i Tim. j. p- buke and exhort, (/) . but alfo to receive Ac- 
U) rit. i. io. ciiiations, and to (g) reject, that is to cut off* 
from Church Communion, after the firft and 
fecond Admonition. It is certain from the 
Scriptures that all this Power and Au- 
thority was given to the Church from the 
Beginning, and was exercifed by the Apoftles 
themfelves, and divers others appointed by 
them for that Purpofe, no one Part of it be- 
ing received from the Civil Magiftratei Yet 
none were more loyal to Princes, none more 
obedient to Governors than thefe truly primi- 

tWc ps^f"? ™ d eve L ry L . <y whcTe the y 

t., , i *. preached Obedience to the higher Powers un- 
• itt. 2 u. d er t ^ e penalty of Damnation. But when they 
were oppofed by the Rulers in the Execution 
of their Office, and forbid to preach the Gofpel 
to the People, they did by no Means think 
themfelves bound to obey, becaufe they wift- 
WA&n 'y (f)j"dgedit to Ire more rifchtto hearken to God 
rather thatr Man. Therefore notwithstanding: 
all the- Oppofitions they met with in their Mi- 
niftry, and all the Perfecutions they fuffered, 
they ceafed not to excrcife the Authority com- 
mitted 
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Chap. I. Author ityjmd, Government m general. j 
mitted to them by Cbrlfi and to fulfil their Ma- 
tter's Will. They preached the Gofbel, receiy- 
ed Profelytes, gathered and fettled Churches, 
appointed Overfters of the People whom they 
converted, performing all the Parts and Fun- 
ctions of Ecclefiaftical Governors : And God 
Mmielf teftified his Approbation of their Pro- 
ceedings in this Affair, by the wondrous Gifts 
and Graces he bellowed upon them, and the 
miraculous Works he enabled them to perform, 
The Chnrch therefore and the Governors of it 
depend immediately on drift, andtheRu'crs 
of the Church received their Authority from 
him only : yet this does not by any Means or 
in any refpect exempt all or any of them from 
the Government of the State, they are ftiil 
Subjects, and owe the fame Obedience to the 
Higher Powers which other Subje&s dp, an4 
that nnder the fame Penalty of Damnation if 
they refill. For the Power of the Church is 
meerly Spiritual, * drift would never himfclf* ^ 11 
exercife any temporal Jurifiiictioh, neither ]oniS - 
•f* gave he any fuch Authority to his Apoftlcs^joiuus. 
or their SucceQbrs. But the Power which drift 
himfelf in fome Part excrcifed here on Earth, 
and which at his AJcenfion into Heaven hegave 
by Commiffion to his Apoftlesand their Succef. 
fors was fuch a Power as theCivil Magiftrate ne- 
ver had, and therefore made no manner of En r 
croachment on the Temporal prerogative. Foj; 
the Temporal Power can reach no farther than 
to the Bodies and Goods of their Subje&s, but 
the Church Power affefts neither of thefe, but 
the Soul only. The Power of the Church 
and of the State are then wholly different 
from each other upon all accounts. The 
firft is purely Spiritual,. and to be exercifed on-; 
ly in Spiritual Matters, fuch as the Magiftrate, 
C j ■ fued* 
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meddles not with, as Preaching the- Word, 
adminiftring the Sacraments to fuch, as they 
deem worthy ; and with-holding them from 
the Unworthy, admonifhing fuch as do amifs, 
jnfpendmg or depriving of Communion, the 
obftinately Impenitent, abfolving the retur- 
ning and repenting Sinner, ordaining fit Per- 
fonsfor thefe Offices and fuch like: But the 
Magifh-atc a&s in other Matters, ufes the. 
Sword, punifhes fuch as break the Temporal 
Laws with Tines, Confifcations, Imprifon- 
ments, Banimments and Death it felf. The 
Magiftrate may >uftly puniftr even penitent 
Sinners, but the Church cannot when they 
have riven due Teftimonies of Repentance.:. 
And he can Pardon or remit the Punilhraent; 
of Impenitent Offenders, which the Ecclefi- 
aftical Governors cannot do. The Magiftrate 
may indeed Pumfhthe Breach of God's Laws 
as well as the Rulers of the Church, but not 
in the fame way j He muft cornel: with the 
Sword and'not with the Keys, which were ne- 
ver given to hiai. In a Word, theft two 
Powers* are co-ordinate and perfectly diftinct 
from each other, and may very well exift the 
one without the other. There have been ma-, 
ny Kingdoms in all Ages^ wifely governed 
where' Orrift has had no Church : And on the 
other fide, Cfcn/Fs Church flood for Three 
Hundred Years, and hi* Mmffiersexerafed the. 
wholc'Ec'defiaftical Authority, which he cook 
mitted to them before it received any Coun- 
tenance or Protection from the. State. How4 
ever tho' Ghurch-Powcr betjiot derived fromt 
the Civil Magiftrate, yet the Supreme Gover- 
nor of the State is' hot excluded from GoveraK 
merit over the Church, he hap an Authority 
circa fach, the' not in Sacrh, aslhopetO-make 
appear hfthc next Chapter. CHAP. 
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', Of the Regal. Supremacy. 

IT is certain, that all Fcrfons arc, ftibjctt to 
the Temporal Government under 'which 
they live* t and owe all due 1 Allegiance to the 
Supreme Magiftrate. unde^whofe Protection . 
they aire. ."^ let every W, lays the' Apoffle, w ^ x 

he fuhjeEt fa the higher powers.' (b~) Every Soul-, (t) Grot. c 
[ays St. Chrf foftoni vfo» the Time-, Utoi ! j 1 
to, the higher fiouttrs, . aifof J^be. itn Apojlle, an j i* 
Evaagelifi or a Freifheii. And.Sfc Bernard writ- 
ing to a , certain Arch-E^op*' cuotirsg t\-Z 
fame Wprds of St- Paul,,, has this Exptcflion } 

Iftvtry Soul, thenjours alfo, jor wU t::tmp;d 
you out of at Mankind- ^either dots' this power 
depend on the Prince's Religion, .this Precept 
was given when the Supreme Mag!' 1 ' iff; was 
in Infidel, and the Church it felfand its Mi- 
nifters liable to.Perfecution, if ndt actually la- 
bouring under, i£ Cyrm and Aruxhxcs had 
this Authority no lefs than pavid and Solomon, 
A^Diadefia»p,y^^SL%Canfiantbie, If any Perfon 
might have been exempted- from the fecular 
Power, .certainly pur SavipurTnmfelf had been 
ib, yetwhil^he was here on'Earth, he always 
fubmitted liimlelf to it, ahd (c)paid Tribute WMttil7 
alio in tokeu pt.his Acknowledgment of that 
Authority'. His Apoftles. and all his faithful 
Servants in the Primitive CKnrch, and all fucy 
ceeding Ages have followed his Example in 
this particular. ''.; Nay even the RomSti-Gttholich 
themlelyes, fucti as have not pinned their Faith 
.uppntbjf fcope's Bulls have' acknowledged ail 
' ; ' " ' 9 4' PfrfoBj 



Co gle 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Of the Regal Supremacy^ Cap^II. 
Periods without Exemption to be fubjeft to 
the Supreme Magiftrate : Thus the Faculty 
of Paris-, An. 166$, declared, That Subjects ow- 
ed fitch an Allegiance to their King, at could upon 
no pretence whatever be difpenfed with. Even 
the Popifti Miffionaries in thefe Kingdoms hai^c 
made the lik£ Declarations,, and would not ro- 
cant them, tho'.they have been cenfiired and 
excommunicated by the Pope for fa doing, a,s 
is evident from the Caufa VMftana pubiifhed at 
London by Peter Waljh a Francifcan Friar, and 
Printed by J. Brome An. 1684. I will give 
yon from thence the Words of Part of a Prote- 
ftation made by the, Rom<m-Catholic\ Clergy in 
Ireland., and prefented to King Charles the Se- 
cond, about the Year.itfffi, and Signed by a 
Bifhop and above twenty other Regulars and, 
Seculars of that Communion. . The Words 
are theft. Moreover we profefs, that all ah folate ' 
Princes and Supreme Magistrates of what Religion 
foever they he, art Go£s Vicegerents on Earth, 
and to thern refpetiively, according to the Laws of 
every Common-wealth,* Obedierite is due in Gvil and 
Temporal Matters. And for this Gtufe we here 
proiefi againft all Doctrine and Authority to the 
Contrary. And in the fame Infttumcnt alio 
they Declare, Jhat they do openly abdicate and 
renounce all foreign Power, be it Papal or Rtgal^ 
Spiritual or Temporal, which pretend to fee\ 
refeafe or abfolve thent from their* Allegiance. In- 
deed I never heard of any but fuch as had gi- 
ven themfelves up to a blind Obedience to the 
"Court of Rome, that have ever pretended that 
any Subje&s,' whether Temporal or Ecclefi- 
ajrical Perfons could be exempted from their 
due Allegiance to their Sovereign, unlefs it 
*.verc lbme wild Sectaries in the time of tiie 
late 
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Cap.II. Of the Regal Supremacy, 
late Rebellion, who founded all Dominion io 
Grace, (but I hope none of that pernicious 
Brood continue with us to this Bay amongft 
any of our prelent DifTenters) and except T*- 
land, De Foe-, the Author of the Rights of the Chri- 
JHan Church, and their Adherents, who feem 
to be of no Religion. Briefly therc.can be but 
one Supreme Government in the fame Place, 
and all Perlbns of all Orders and Conditions 
living within the Bounds of its Jurifdicrion 
mult be fubjeft io it, and obedient to its Laws, 
+ not only for Wrath-, but alfi for Gntfcienci* Rom. 
fake. 

It being therefore certain, that Spiritual 
Perlbns are as well fubjeft to the Supreme 
Power as Temporal, it remains to be cohfi- 
dered what Power the Sovereign Magiftrate 
has in Spiritual Caufes. The Articles of our 
Church confirmed by diverfe Parliaments and 
Convocations doafTert, that, The Queen's Ma- 
jefiy (by which we underftand theSovereign Art. 17, 
Magiftrate, whether King or Queen of this 
Realm,;) has the chief Power in this Realm of 
England, and other her Dominions, unto whom the 
chief Governtnent of all the Fftates of this Realm-, 
whether thty be Ecclefafiicat or Civil doth appertain, 
fnd u not, nor ought to be fubjeii to any foreign Ju* 
'rifditlion. And in the Form of Prayer appoin- 
ted to be laid before all Sermons, Le&tires and 
Homilies, Preachers and Minifters fhalj require 
the People, mofi effeciafy to fray for the Queen't aa,i^ 
mofi exceBent Afajefiy, our Sovereign J^adyAjiae 
ef Great-Britain, France and Ireland, Queen, 
Defender of the Faith, and Supreme Governor in 
thefe Her Mejefiies Realms, and ail other Her Do- 
minims, over aU Ferfons, and in all Caufes as well 
Ecclcjtajikai at Ttmyetal, From whence it is 
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moft plain and evident, that both by the Laws 
and Canons of this Kingdom EcclefiafticaJ 
Caufes as well as Temporal are under the Cog* 
nrzance of the Sovereign Magiftrate. And 
indeed if Spiritual Caufes might be exempted 
from Her Jurifdi&ion, Her Authority would 
be little and inconfiderable; It would be no dif» 
fault Matter to make all Caufes in fome fenfe 
- Spiritual : For wherever any Wrong is done, 
'■vrfaethcr.it be Murder* Treason, Rpbbefjj, 
Trefpafs, Mon-payinent, or the like, the^eis 
an Offence committed againft God, and confer 
quently might all be made Spiritual Caufes, 
and 1 the Church oqjy fbould take Cognizance 
of 'em as fueh, and proceed againft the Ofien? 
ders as Wicked Perfons who have juftly incupr 
red itsCenfures. By which, Means the'Civil 
Power would be reduced to. a very narrow 
Compafs, it may be to nothing, But as I.fake, 
it, the Church and Magiftrate have in all Cafes, 
a coordinate Power : , The Magiftrate '. by 
panifhing any Offender, deprives not the; 
Church of its juft Authority, neither does the 
Church by its Cenfures deprive the Magiftrate 
of his Power. The Magiftrate Punifhes k\\ 
Offences againft his own Laws with the Sword, 
and the Church cenfures all thofe whidi break 
the Laws of God. Therefore where an Offend 
der is at the fame time guilty of the Breach 
both of Human and Divine Laws, , I fee. nef 
any Reafon why he fhould be exempted from 
iuffering bpth Temporal and Spiritual Punifh- 
u>ent : And*notwithftanding the -Maaiftratc 
tries him at -his own Tribunal^ and inflicts fuj?h 
a Penalty on him as the Laws judge him tq 
have defcrved i yet I do not fee that, this hin-r 
iters his proper. Spiritual Jjjdge frop ceaftiring 
' him 
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Chap. IT. Of the Regal Supremacy. 
him alfo for offending again It the Laws of God. 
I do not lay that he is to be cited into the Ec- 
clefiaftkal Court for what has been already 
paniflied in the Temporal, that would bs both 
hard and unreasonable : For I look upon the 
Bcclefiaftical Courts as they are now managed, 
to have much more Temporal than Spiritual 
belonging to 'em, and it would be unjuft that 
a Man fhould have two temporal judgments 
palled upon him for the feme Crime. But ray 
meaning is, that notwithftanding a Man has 
receiveda temporalPunimmentforhis Offence, 
yet his own proper Paftour who has the Care 
of his Soul committed to him, may ufe his Spi- 
ritual Authority to reprove, rebuke and ex- 
hort him, and even to deny him Communion 
too, till he has given. Teftimocy-of his Sincere 
Repentance. 

But now as ta pure Spiritual Matters or 
Caufes, 'tis certain the Supreme Magiftrate has 
Cognizanceof themalfo,but it Lsouly a Tempo- 
raLnot Spiritual Cognizance. He may judge 
o£afl Doctrines, and declare whether this or 
that Faith, this or that Article of Faith lhall 
hrpreached in his Dominions. I do not fay 
that filch a Law binds the Minifters of Chrift to 
an active Obedience, yet if it be eilablifhed by 
the Legiflative Authority it binds all Subjects 
toa Pafiive Obedience, theyare obliged to fubr 
rah'to the Penalties inflided by that Law^ and • 
not to refilt the Authority by Humane Force. . 
For tho' in this Matter the Supreme Power by 
ena&ing what is contrary to God's Will 3bufes : 
his Authority^ -yet Snbjefb cannot/judge him" 
for it, that belongs properly to God, to whom/ 
only ah* Supreme Legiflative Bowers are Sub- 
ject, ifortiie'SupTeniei Power, wbens-ever it is 
- . i... . . lotiged, 
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lodged, whether in a fingle Perion or Commu- 
nity can have no Snperiour upon Earth : Be- 
caqfe it implies a Contradiction that the Su- 
preme Power Ihould have a Superiour. The 
Magiftrate may therefore call any of his Sub- 
jects before him, and judge him concerning his 
Religion, whether it be agreeable to the Laws 
of the State or not, and none can juftly except 
againft his ftirifdiftion in this Matter. Thus 
St. Paul and the other Apoftlei and Primitive 
Preachers of Chriftianity were carried before 
Rulers and Judges, to be tried concerning their 
Doctrine, yet they made no Exceptions a- 
gainft the Temporal Authority hi this Point. 
On the contrary St. Paul made his Declaration 
(,) as. that he ftood at (y) CESAR'S Judgment Seat 
■when he ought to be judged-, yet not according 
to the Divine but the Temporal Law, there- 

Uj A a. aJ .i. fore he pleaded (x) that neither againft the Law 
of the JEWS, neither agamfi the Ttmfle-, nor yet 
againft CMS AR, had he offended any thing at <*&. 
But had they gon about to judge him Spirits 
ally, in order to proceed to Ecclefiaftical Cen- 
tres againft him, there is no Queftion but he 
would have told them that this was no part of 
Temporal Power, that the Keys of God's 
Church were no; committed to them, nor 
was he bound in Confcience to acknowledge 
them proper. Jndges in this Anair. Neither 
does a Prince by becoming Cljriftian acquire 
any fuch Ecclefiaftical Power. For the An* 
thority of all Supreme Governments is, and 
muft be the fame in every Refpect be their 
Religion what it win. So that a Chriftiaa. 
Magiftrate has no more Power over Ecclefia» 
ftical Perfons or in Ecclefiaftical Caofes than 
an Infidel. Eer where they are Supreme then* 
Authoyit? 
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Chap.II. Of the Regal Supremacy. 21 
Authority equally extends over all Perfons, 
And in all Caufes to judge of them by the Tem- 
poral Laws ; Difference in Religion making no 
Difference in the Authority : And the Grand 
Seignior has the fame Legal Authority over 
the Greet Church within his Dominions, that 
the French King has over theGa&can. It is not 
material to enquire how they, or any other 
Supreme Power do or may abufe this Authori- 
ty, but I will endeavour so (hew how they 
ought to ufe it. 

In tfae firft Place they mould employ their 
Power to prated and Defend the Church of 
God, according to that of the Prophet, (*)(*) ir*. 4 » 
Kings JkaH be thy nwfing Fathers-, And their Queens 
thy nurfmg Mothers- They are therefore to 
take care particularly that all the Members of 
the Church under their Protection, (b) may& > Tim. 

it ad a quiet and peaceable Life in aS Godlinefs and 

Htnefty, for it is upon this Account that the 
Apoftle exhorts the Church to pray for them. 
In Order to which they' mould fee that the Mi- 
nifters of Chrift be maintained in all their jtift 
Rights and Pnviledges. So the Good King He- 
zehah, when he began to reform the Abufes 
committed by his Predeceflbrs, (c) tomrmmdedw schr. 
t&e People that dwelt in Jerufalem, to give the*'** 
Portion of the Priefis and Levitts , that they might 
be encouraged in the Law of the Lord. And not 
only commanded this, but went alfo himfelf 
to fee it done, and appointed Comniah the Le- 
vite and Shimei his Brother with diverfe others 
to take Gare of the Stores whichwere hrought 
in, and to be Overteers of the Churches 
TTeafury, and thus he did throughout all Ju- 
dea. 

Ia 
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jo Of the Regal Supremacji Chap. JT. 

In the next Place it belongs to the Supreme 
Magiftrate to reform the Church when It is 
comiptefl with Idolatry, Herefy or Super fti- 
(J)K ^u- t ^ on * Thus commanded the People (d) 
to put away the Gods which their Fathers ferved on 
the other fide of the Flood and in Egypt, and to 
CO acht.u. t.fervt the Lord, (e) King Afn alfo put away the 
,6, abominable Idol* out of all the Land •, and made 

a Law "that 'whofiever would not feek the Lord 
God of ifraft jhould be put to Death- And. de- 
prived his Mother Mtmhah of her Uoyalty, 
oceanic jhe hadmade an Sdoim a Grove. Aadhis 
CO *cbr. i 7 .6. Soil (f) Jebojliaphat completed' this Reforma- 
' ' > tion vf taking away the I-fyh "Plates and'Groves 
(s) iKin S .i8. 4 . oi/f fl/Judah. The like did ' "(£ ') ffezektah^ for 
'he removed the 0\gh Places-, and brake the Images-, 
, and cut down tHe Groves., 'and.brhh in Pieces the 
' ', brazen Serpent fthich Mofes had rnade. Foi* cer- 
tainly ,the Civil Magiftrate may confirm 1 tWe 
Law of* God with Civil Sanctions, and punifii 
the Breach of 'cm' with corpOT*al Penalties if 
Tie (hall fee'Occafio'n. Thus, befide thole^at- 
ffi N t -h. i). is, ready nlcirtibned, we find tbat (h) Nchcmlah 
pimifbed fiich as broke the Srfbbath and Mar- 
ried ftrange Wives. Even Heathen Kings 
(i) Dan. have done the like, fi) Ncbuchadnezar made 

a Law Shat \vhofoever fiiould [peak any thing a- 

mifs of the Cod of Shadrach,. Mefhach and A- 

bednego (Jio/dd be cut in pieces-, and their Houfes 
rt)Dun s. j6 jlwuldbe.rfude a Dimgh'd. And (k) Darius de- 
creed that in every Dominion of his Kingdom, 
Men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. 
The ancient Chritlian Emperburs alfo made 
many Laws to pimifiifuch as broke the Laws 
of God, as will be evident to any that ihall 
' read the Hiftories of former Ages, or but look 
into the Theodofian or Jufiinian Code. Where 
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Chap. II. Of the Regal Supremacy. 51 
the '"Liw of God is plain and manifeft to all 
that read it, no doubt but Sovereign Powers 
t>y their own Authority may confirm 'em with- 
out advifmg with Ecclefiafticks. That they 
have Power alio to do the like in. dubious 
Cafes is not, as I think, to be difputed. But 
fure when they 'do fo, they do not proceed 
ftithef according to the Rules of Equity, Rea* 
ion or Prudence. * I have often wifhed (l)(i)SWE.v, 
(fcfcl a once Erairieat Member of the Houft of %%tg* t(w 
Commons, and no great Friend to the Church, Name of jefm. 
in a Speech made to that Honourable Houfe ) 

* that we might decline thefe dogmatical Re- 
4 ^utions in Divinity, I lay it: again and a- 
4 'gain, that we are not /done i & cmyetcmes Jv- 

* dices in dodrinal Determinations. Yet if 
the' Supreme Powers will judge in fuch Mat- 
ters, I know no Remedy but Patience., Bnt 
fate thefe things belong properly to Ecclelia- 
■ftical Synods : with whom the Supreme Pow- 
ers ought in Equity to confolt beforethey pro- 
ceed to any DocVrinal Sanctions. Yet upon 
due Advice had with the Church 1 cannot fee 
That the Magiftrate : abufes his Authority by 
confirming theRefolutionsof his Ecctefiaftical 
Council by his Civil Decrees : Fefrtbuswas the 
Faith confirmed in the four firft :great general 
Councils. 

Neither is it I tiiink, to be queftioned but 
that the Supreme Magiftrate may compel the 
Clergy to do their Duty, in their feveral Sta- 
tions, by his Civil Authority : And may lay 
Temporal Penalties on them for the Aeglefi: of 
their Duty, when he fees it Expedient. For 
in this Cafe we havefeveral Examples of many 
Godly Kings among the Jews, and of the Gbri* 
ftian Emperours in the 'Primitive Church, 
Thus 
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U) icikts n.Tfras («) David called fir Zadnck, and Abia- 
thar the Priefts, and for the Levites, and faid wr- 



(h) iChr. ii, 7 fared for it. And (b) Jehafbaphat fent the 

Priefts to teach the Law of the Lord in all 
M 2 chr. 29. 7. the Cities of *jadah. And (e) Htvkiah, in the 
firft Year of his Reign, commanded the Priejtt 
and Levitts to. fdntttfie themfelves, and to fan&ifii 
the Hmfe of the Lord, and to carry forth the filth 

[i) ii chr^ 35. z out of the Holy Place, (d) The good King 

Jofiah alfb fet the Prielts and Levites in their 
Charges, and commanded them to ferve the 
Lord God, and to kill the Paffover. The things 
here commanded were Dutiesj to whidi the 
Prielts and Levites were obliged by the Law 
of God ; but having been fometimes negligent 
in the performance of th'era, thefe, and other 
Godly Kings madeufe of their Civil Authori.- 
ty to oblige them to care and diligence in the 
Difcharge of them, and are commended for 
To doing , To that there is no qtieftion to be 
made but they might juftlyhave punifhed them 
with Secular Penalties, if they had been Dif- 
obedient. Neither is it to be doubted bat 
Chriftian Princes have the feme Right, Power 
and Authority over the Chriftian PHtjthood, 
that the Kings of Judea bad over the Mroni- 
cal: For the Jcwifh Priefthood was as much 
of Divine Right, during the continuance of 
that Oeconomy as the Chriftian Priefthood is 
now, and the High-Prieft \ Priefts and Levites 
were as much exempt from the Authority of 
their Kings or Sovereigns, under the Law* as 
the Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons can be,, from 
their Supreme Civil MagUtrate under the Gof- 
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Cap; II. Of the Regal Supremacy. $j 
pel, and confequeritly are bound to Obey theni 
in all things agreeable to the Law of God and 
the Duties of their Sacred Function. And 
accordingly we find, that aflbon as there were 
Chriftian Princes they began to exercife their 
Civil Authority over the Clergy, to oblige 
them todifcharge their Duties faith fa II y. Thus 
the Emperours from Cmftantlne downwards, 
when they found the Canons of the Church' 
not fufficient to keep the Clergy to a ftrict 
Attendance on their Duties, made Civil Laws 
agreeable to thofe Canons, in order to compel 
them to it by the Imperial Authority, as is 
mauifeft From the Nbmoconons of Johannes An- 
tiochenm, Photitts, &c And this has been the 
Practice of ail our own Princes fiflce the Re- 
formation, who claim (e) ihat only Prerogative^ Aa.ij: 
which we fee to have been given always, to all 
Godly Prltices in Holy Scriptures by God himfelfi 
that is-, ihat they jhould Rule all Eftates and De- 
grees committed to their CJharge by God, whether 
they be Ecclefiaftlcal or Temporal, .and retrain 
With the Civil Sword the Stubborn and Evil Doers'. 

(f) A late Author indeed gives a miich't/jR;^,/-^,' 
greater Power to the Magiftrate than any. 0 ***. P- »»• * 
here mentioned, and a great deal msfe than 
any of dur own Kings and Queens, ortfiahany 
other Chriftian Princes ever pretended to. He 
tells US that a Blfljop has no other Power than what 
is derived from the Magiftrate- And if a Bifhop 

his his Authority only from the Civil Magi- 
ftrate, all the inferior Clergy rm'iftderive their. 
Authority from the fame Fountain, for they 
are all ordained by the Bifhop. The truth is,' 
the whole Dcfign of his Scandalous Book, is tq 
fhew that their neither is^ nor can b'efuch a. 
thing as Ecclefiaftical Power diftincT from the. 

D Civil t ' 
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Civil : But I trult that what I have faid in my 
former Chapter, concerning Church-Power in 

general^ and whence it is derived, is a fufficient 
Ahfwer to his fallacious ReafbningS. , And as 
to what he fays, to prove that our Biftiops 
muft; acknowledge their Power to be derived 
from the Sovereiga, becaufe they are nomi- 
nated by him, I fhall take occafion to confider 
it when I come to fpeak of the ElecHon of Bi- 
ftiops. 

Ptef u Another Power over Bifhops attribut- 

re ' p ' ! '' ed %y this Author t^the Civil Magiftrate 
(which may be properly confidered in this 
Place) is, the Right to deprive Biftiops of their 
Bifhopricks. And he tells us, that there has 
not been a Reign fince the Reformation^ in which 
the Parliament has not made Laws for depriving 
Ecclefiafticks. It muft be confefled that this is 
true in Faft, and our Church has efteemed 
thefe Deprivations to have been Rightful alio, 
having always relinquilhed the Communion of 
the Ecclefiafticks fb deprived, and adhered to 
thofe who have been fubftituted in their Pla- 
ces. Thus it was when Popijh Biftiops and Priefis 
were deprived, in the Reigns of King Edw. 
VI. & Queen Eliz,. and the Non-Jurors in the 
Reign of King William & Queen Mary. But 
we may obferve that the Parliament never 
pretended to deprive the Non-Swearing Cler- 
gy of their Ordination •, but only to forbid 
them the Pnblick Exercife of their Miniftry 
within this Realm, as every Sovereign has a 
Right to do. Becaufe the Sovereign Authori-* 
ty of a Nation has a Right to exclude or fepa- 
rate from its Body fuch Members as are trou- 
blefbme : And the not taking Oaths to thole 
that are inverted with that Suprerrie Authority 
may 
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may caufe the greateft Difbrders. However, 
this Removal of a Bifhop or Prieft from the 
Bxecution of his Office by the Civil Power, 
does not in it fclf deprive the Perfon fo re- 
moved from the Right he has to execute his 
Office over that cure which has been Legally 
committed to his Charge, if it had, the Ortho- 
dox Church had been very much to blame to 
adhere fo clofely to Athanafitts againfi: Gregory 
and George, who were fucceflively put into his 
See of Alexandria by the Emperour, andnot- 
withftanding the Intrufion of thole 1 Men, to 
look upon him as the Rightful Bifhop. But it 
is farther to be obferved, that tho' St. Athana- 
ftm was driven from Alexandria, and another 
placed there in his Room, yet he never for- 
ibok the care of that Church, but as much ai 
he could continued to execute his Authority 
amongft them, even in his Banimment, by 
fending diyerfe Exhortatory Letters to his 
Suffragans of Egypt and his Clergy. But the; 
Cafe is very different where a Bilhop either 
Voluntarily or thro' Fear quits the Care of 
his Diocefs at the Command of the Secular 
Powers \ and never fo much as attempts the 
performance of any Epilcopal Aft amongft 
them, but wholly gives it over : Such a pro- 
ceeding is a plain Renunciation of his Cure} if 
he will no more aft as a Biihop, how is it pof- 
fible for his Clergy and People to adhere to 
him as their Pallor ? So that, altho' the Aft of 
Parliament declaring his Benefice to be void 
Iffo Facio, as tho' he.was naturally Dead, docs 
not actually Vacate it in Foro ConfcienTix, nor 
deprive him of his Right to execute his Func- 
tion over the Souls committed to his Charge- 
yet if he fubmits to that Deprivation, and 
D l ther«. 
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thereupon ceafes to exercife his Function, fuchi 
a proceeding may very reafonably be looked 
upon as equivalent to the moft formal Refigr 
natiou, for he leaves the Flock wholly defti- 
tute Gf a Shepherd, and thereby moft certainly 
abfolves them from their Obligation to adhere 
to him. For as the Secular Power cannot 
commit the Cure of Souls to a Prieft, fo nei- 
ther can it deprive him of a Cure committed 
to him : But a Prieft may quit his Cure, and 
when he has quitted it, then it becomes Va- 
cant as if he was Dead. And if the Secular 
Power determine that his Cure fhall be Void 
for fome Secular Offence,and he will not there- 
upon quit it and fuffer it to be Void, that 
Power may, no doubt, proceed further againit 
him, and lay feverer Temporal Penalties upon 
him for his Refra&orinefs :. Neither can fuch 
Proceeding make the Magiftrate deferve the 
Name of a Perfecutor, provided the thing 
commanded be juft and reafonable, as Oaths of 
Allegiance certainly be in all Governments. 
Should any Magiftrate punifh a Bifhop or 
Prieft meerly for executing his Office in his 
own Cure, this would be Perfecusion indeed : 
But if this Bifhop or Prieft have offended a- 
gainft the State, it is no Perfection for the 
Magiftrate to forbid him the Execution of his 
Office for ftich Offence, and if he will not ceafe 
to execute his Office, the Magiftrate may then 
punifh his Offence in fuch other manner as he 
6 thinks convenient. We (a) read that Salomon 
confined Abiathar to Anathoth-, and fo the 
Scripture fays, Sdomon thruft out Abiatbarfrom 
being Prieft unto the Lord : And no doubt but 
if AbUrhar would not have fnbmittcd to this 
confinement, but would have come to execute 
the 
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the Prieft'sOfficeintheTemple, Solomon would 
have taken offhis Head } and might juftlyhave 
done it, not for his executing his Office, but 
for his Treafon in following Monijah ; For 
the Treafon was pardoned only on Condition 
that he mould ceafe to execute his Office and 
abide at Anatboth^ if therefore he had broken 
the Condition he had made the Pardon Void. 
But his accepting the Condition, and retiring 
to Anathotb made his place Void, and Zadock 
might take Pofieffion of it as Legally as if he 
had made a formal Relignation of it in Writ-, 
ing or any other way. So when our Parlia- 
ment enafted, that whatfoever Ecclefiaftical 
Perlbns did not take the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy by fuch a time, their Cures 
mould be Void } they thereby gave the Ma^ 
giftrate a Power to punilh all fuch as mould 
after that time execute their Office within 
their Cures or elfewhere, who offended againft 
this Law : But it was not for executing their 
Office that they were to be punifhed, but for 
not having taken the Oaths enjoyned. It is 
true, that thofe which mould not execute their 
Office were not to be any further punifhed. 
But their quitting their Office being thusmade 
a kind of Conditional Pardon or Freedom from 
ftrther Puniftiment on the Account of that 
Offence, if they would not yield to the Con- 
dition the Magiftrate might not only legally 
but juftly punifh them in fome other manner 
for their Difobedience. Now when a Prieft 
quits his Cure, the Church has always looked 
on that Cure to be as much Vacant as if the 
Incumbent was actually Dead. If therefore 
an EccleGaftick quits his Cure, when the Se- 
cular Power commands him to do it, tho' the. 
■■'■■> D 3 cqiji-: 
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-command of fuch Secular Power makes not 
the Cure Vacant, yet his quitting it does. 
And this was the plain Cafe of oun Nan- jurat s y 
(as well as of all other Ecclefiafticks, who 
have been deprived by Parliament fince the 
Reformation ) they actually quitted their 
Cures of themfelves, and moft of them, hot 
to lay all, actually gave over the exercife of 
their Function in their proper Churches, even 
before the Law deprived them. The Bifhops 
refrained from Collating and Inftituting, and 
the Priefts from Praying and Preaching before 
the time came that they (hould have been pu- 
nifhed • if they had not refrained. 'However, 
fuppofe that none or very few did thus ceaft 
from their Functions till the Secular Power 
called upon them to do it, 'tis certain they all 
did it then, without any Force or Violence 
tifed towards them; Had they been violently 
forced from their Charges, and at the fame 
t}me declared their will and defire to continue 
with their People and to perform their Dnties 
amongft them, they might with fome. Reafon 
have accufed us of Sc/ji/w, for receiving others 
in their places. - Bat they left us without any 
fuch kindof Declaration, and thereby as plain- 
ly rcfigned their Cures as by any of the moft 
formal Reiignation. For he that abfolutely 
throws off the care of his Charge, certainly 
makes it Vacant and free for another. Kor is 
it fufficient to fay that he does it for fear of 
the Temporal Power, becaufe, tho' we may 
fly from one City to another to fecure and 
prcferve our felves from Perfecution, yet we 
may not therefore abfolutely fling off the care 
of what we continue to efteem our Charge: 
St. JtbanafiM, as I obferved, fled from AUx- 

• i '■■>■■'■■ ■ ffldria^ 
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madrinj and To did St. Cyprian llketfife from 
Cknbare, and many other good and Pious Bi- 
fhops did the fame thing, but neverthelefs they 
did not throw of the Care of their feveral Char- 
ges, they wrote Epiftles to 'em, and gave ma- 
ny evident Demonftrations that they were not 
gone fmt jbiimo Revertendi ; But I know not 
. any thing like this thatJias been done by our 
Non-jurors: They abwlutely save over the 
Care of their Charges, and would not perform 
any Minifterial Act amongft them. It is true, 
if they had done fb, the Civil Magiftrate would 
perhaps have puniflied them : But the A po- 
ttles and Primitive Bifhops did not think the 
fufferings they might bring on their Heads fuf- 
ficient to. hinder them from performing the 
Duties belonging to their Office: If they had, 
theGofpel could fcarce have been preachedany 
where for the firft three hundred Years, when 
the Civil Magiflrates fb frequently put Bifhops 
and Priefts to Death for no other Caufe but 
the exercifine their Functions. 

I am fenfible that fome Objections may be 
made againft what I have here advanced. As 
Firft, That the Parliament declares he fhall 
forfeit and lofe his Sfiritunl Office, as appears 
from theStatute of the fa&oiElizj&etk, which 
has been the PreGdent for thofe that have fol- 
lowed, which, tho' they may have differed 
* from it in particular ExprefBons, yet no doubt 
have the lame meaning. And therefore it is 
evident, that they conceive themfelves veftect 
with a Power and Authority to take-from a 
Clerk his Spiritual Function, at leaft the exe- 
cution of it when they think fit : Confequent- 
ly, that when an Ecclefiaftical Perfbn is fb de- 
prived by the Supreme Temporal Authority, 
' ' p 4 M 
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he is rib longer aBifhop or Prieft in that Church 
wherp he was never fo legally fettled before^ 
Jn Anfwer to which, with all due fubmiffion 
to better Judgments, I conceive it may belaid, 
that it being Natural and proper for Supreme 
Authorities to fpeak and declare imperatively, 
it is 110 wonder the Parliament mould do fo on 
this occafion, becaufe. if the Perfon fo depriv- 
ed will not quit his Cure, and thereby makeit 
void they havePower to proceed againft him in 
a feverer manner. But it does not therefore fol- 
low that they have Power to take away a Spi- 
ritual Office, only, if a Man otherwife obnoxi- 
ous to their Authority, will not ceafe to exe- 
cute that Office within their Dominions, they 
■may proceed to feverer Penalties againft him, 
not meerly for executing his Office, but for 
his other Offence which induced them to for- 
bid him the exercife of his Fundion; I have 
ihewed already in the firft Chapter of this Book, 
that the Apoftles Succeflbrs have the lame Aur 
■ thority from Chrifi to exercife their Functions, 
that the Apoftles themfelves had : And we 
know what Anfwer they made to the Magi- 
a2» 4 -is. ftrates *,when they commanded them not to 

< {peak at all, nor teach in the liame of Jeftu. They 

immediately replied, Whether it he Sight in the 
.fight of God* to hearken tmto W»' more than mto 
God, ju^ge ye, ■ This was plainly letting the 
Magiftrates know, that their Commiflion to 
Preach and perform the other Duties of their 
Calling was from God, and therefore they had 
; nothmg to do to forbid them thejexercife of 
it, fince they were no otherwife Offenfive 1 : 
But had-any of them been guiltyof any Crime 
which came under the Magiftrates Cognizance, 
and they, had thereupon forbidden tnat.perfon 
•.. .. ■* . ' , only, 
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only, to exercife his Function without any 
Prohibition to the Innocent Perfons, 1 can fee 
no Reafon why they fhould not have been 
obeyed, provided they had declared that to be 
the fole Ground for fuch ' their Prohibition. . 
For it is one thing for a Magiftrate to fay to a. 
Man, you lhail forfeit and lofe your Office, I 
will not permit you to exercife it, and give 
no Reafon for it but his own Will, (tho* this 
is fufficient in a Temporal Office derived only 
from the Magiftrate) and another to fay, you 
will notfubmit to my Laws and Government, 
and for that Reafon you fhall forfeit and loofe 
your Office, that is, I will not fufler yon to 
execute it in my Dominions. In the former Cafe 
it would be the Duty of a Clerk to give the 
Apofties Anfwer, and to fay, / mufi obey God 
rather than you. 1 have a Cure of Souls legally 
committed to me, and I mult difcharge my 
Truft Faithfully whatever I fuffer by it. In 
the other Cafe, provided he be fatisSed that 
the Reafon given is the true Reafon why he is 
prohibited to exercife hisFun&ion, and that 
due Care fhall afterwards be taken of his 
Charge by another as duly qualified as himfelf, 
he ought to fubmit and obey the Magiftrate, 
and quit the exercife of his Office 'till he fhall 
be allowed by the Magiftrate to refume it. 
And if he will not do fo, the Magiftrate may 
further punifh him for his temporal Offence, 
in rcfufing to fubmjt to his Laws and Govern- 
ment. 

Secondly: It may be objected, that the Non- 
jurors did not quit their Cures, but were vio- 
lently thruft out of them : That the Arch- 
bifhop himfelf was eje&ed from the Pofleffion 
of bis Hoafe at Latnhtthy and fomc others were 
nfed 
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ufed in the lame manner. That fome of them 
do ftill continue to exercife their Functions in 
Private, as the Primitive Chriftians did in the 
Days of Perfecution, , and that this is as much 
as they are or have been capable of doing lince 
their Deprivation by Parliament, to teftifie 
that they yet ought to be efteemed the Right- 
fal Incumbents of thole Cures from whence 
they have been Eje&ed. Now, as to their 
Eje&ment from their Houles or Poffeflions, I 
do not conceive it is any thing to the prefent 
purpofe, all Poffeffiens are of temporal Cogni- 
zance, and the Civil Maghtrate has ever been 
allowed to be the Judge of the Perfons to 
whom fuch things appertain. When Paulut 
Samofatenui was depofed by the Council of jht- 
tiech and another put in his Place, and he would 
not part with the Pofleffion of the Houfe be- 
longing to that See, tho' the Magiftrate was 
then an Heathen, the Chriftians could find no 
other way to recover the Eftate belonging to 
the Bifhoprick from him, than by Application 
to the Emperor Aurtlim, who having heard 
the Caufe, granted an Eje&ment, and gave . 
the Pofieffion to the New Biftiop. It is not 
therefore, I think, to be Difputed, but that 
the Supreme Power of a Nation may deprive 
an Ecclefiaftick of the Temporal Profits of 
his Cure,becaufe they are the Sovereign Judges 
jn all fuch Matters. 

As to what may be iaid, that fome of the 
Non-jurors do ftill continue to exercife their 
Functions in Private, as the Primitive Chri- 
ftians did in the days of Perfecotion, &t. I 
Anfwer, If it can be made appear that thofe 
Non-jurors, who have acted in this manner, 
have done ft? all along ia thofe Places where 
" the 
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Cap.II. Of the Regal Supremacy. 
the Cure of Souls was legally committed to 
their Charge, then I conceive that the Objecti- 
on may be ferioufly weighed and confidered \ 
but 'till I can be fatisfied as to matter of Fadr, 
in this Point, 1 defire to be excufed from lay- 
ing any thing more to it. For if any of them 
have gone into other Places where they had no 
Cure legally committed to them, and have 
there undertaken and continued to exercife 
their Functions, this I am fure is no better 
than Conventicling, and is down-right Schif- 
Ciatical. 

The Cafe then in fhort is this : The Pre- 
sentation or Nomination of EcclefiafUcks to a 
Cure may. be in Lay-Hands (as I fhall (hew 
hereafter) and all the Eftates and Perquifites 
belonging to them,tho > on the account of their 
Office are fubjecl to the Temporal Cognizance, 
and were acknowledged to be fo by the Pri- 
mitive Chriftians, even whilft the Magiftrate 
was an Infidel, and the Church in no manner 
incorporated with the State. Therefore the 
Magiftrate may judge and determine concern- 
ing thefe Matters as he thinks convenient, and 
whatfeiyer. the Supreme Power fhall deter- 
mine concerning them, muft be fubmitted to. 
But the Cure of Souls, the Spiritual Cure is 
derived from the Biftiops, who have received 
that Power and Authority from Chrift and his 
Apoftles, and had, and exercifed it for three 
hundred Years together even in oppofition to 
theMagiftrate^and thatBifhops,bothbeforeand 
* fince the Magiftrate became Chriftiaa, have 
ever committed the Cure of Souls as well for 
DioceOes as lefler Diftricts to fuch Perfpns as 
have been prefented to them after, they have 
examined' and approved them. And for this 
t. -i ■; Rcafon 
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Reafon (with all due Submiffion to my Superi- 
ors,) I conceive, that as the Temporal Autho- 
rity does not give the Spiritual Cure, fb nei- 
ther can it deprive a Man of it. Yet the Ma- 
giftrate may, undoubtedly, for Civil Offences 
oblige an Ecclefiaftick to forbear to exercife 
his Spiritual Function within his Dominions, 
and|may juftly punilh him if he do not- How- 
ever, if the Ecclefiaftick fo prohibited to act, 
lhall neverthelefs proceed to execute his Fun- 
ction as before, (tho' this mail give him no 
Right to the Profits of his Benefice which the 
Temporal Law, that gave him a Right to them 
before, has otherwife difpofedof) the People 
that were committed to his Charge are bound 
in Foro CmfctentU to hold in Communion with 
him as their true and rightful Paftor in all 
things purely relating to their Souls Health, 
folong as he will officiate within his proper 
Diftrict, which was committed to his Care : 
But if he leaves them, and feeks to colleft a 
Congregation in another Place, this is as for- 
mal a Refignation of his Legal Cure as may 
be, and they ought then to join in Communion 
with his Succeflor, and to receive him tstheir 
undoubted Paftor. For the other by his own 
Act is now become a Conventrcler or Schif- 
matick. Yet withal, I muft add, that the Ec- 
clefiafticks thus prohibited by the Civil Power, 
would have done ill not to have quitted their 
Cures, being aflured they mould have good 
and Orthodox Succefiors, becaufe by retaining 
them, they might have brought great Incon- 
veniencies upon themfelves, and the People 
committed to their Charge. But they might 
have then made a better excufe for themfelves 
than they can now, as many of them as have 
• fet 
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fet up private Meetings in places where they 
never had any Right or Pretence of Right to 
the Cure of Souls. 

This is my prefent Notion of this Cafo, and 
if I am miftaken in what I have here laid down, 
I fliall be very ready to retract it- upon better 
Information. However, thus much I think I 
may afTert as certain and indisputable. What- 
ever the Magiftrate may do as to depriving 
Ecclefiafticks of their Cure of Souk, he can- 
not deprive them of the Priefthood : Which 
is a certain Token that their Orders are not 
received from him. The Acts of a Prieft de- 
prived by the Magiftrate are as valid as if there 
had been no liich Deprivation. If a deprived 
Bifhop mail Ordain, the Perfon Ordained by 
him is as good a Clerk as any, and will be ib 
efteemed in any Proteftant Epifcopal Church : 
And if a deprived Pricft mall Baptize, the 
Perfon Baptized by him, is as much a Chrifti- 
an as if he had been Baptized by any other. 
When a Man has his Authority mcerly by 
Commiflion from the Magiftrate, as foon as 
the Magiftrate (hall deprive him, all Acts 
which he mail pretend to execute after fuch 
Deprivation by virtue of his Commiinon are 
Null and Void. But they are uot fo with an 
Ecclefiaftick, therefore his Commiflion is plain- 
ly not from the Magiftrate. It is evident from 
the Scriptures themfelves, that the Magiftrate 
cannot-Ordain a Prieft, neither by any Com- 
miflion he can give, can he appoint whomfo- 
ever he will to execute this Office, for this 
was (a) the Sin of Jerobotm^ who made Ifrad m i Kmg 
to Sin. Neither can the Sovereign execute 
the Minifterial Office, or any part of it him- 
felf i ft) This was the Sin of W, for which „, & c ' 
God 
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Machr.;« is.Qod re jeored him, and of fc) VzzSah, who 
was therefore fraitten with Leprofy and cut 
off from the Houfe of the Lord, and deprived 
even of the Adminiftration of Civil Affairs, 
tho' he retained the Title of King. In a word. 
The Magiftrates Power is purely Civil, and 
tho' he may Decree and Jndgc in Ecclefiaflical 
Affairs, yet it muft be in a Temporal, not a 
Spiritual manner : For his Authority is pure- 
ly Temporal, and fo is his Perfon alfo, and 
• nu Pin. cent, has ever been efteemed fo : * And St. Afaxi- 
7- p ' >I- «w, Secretary of State to the Emperor He- 
raclim, and Abbot of the Monaftery of Ciryfo- 
folis, (who flourifhed about the beginning of 
the feventh Century) as appears in the Ac- 
count we have of his Life printed before h'fa 
Works at Paris-, 1675 ; and written not long 
after his time, maintained, That the Empeforss 
tho' Chrifliansi were not Prelates. For, faith he*. 
He who does not offer upon the Altars, docs not 
Baptize, does not give the [acred DnHion, does not 
lay on Hands, does not create Bijhops, Priefis and 
Deacont, does not Omfecrate Attars, does not 
wear the Sacerdotal Marks nrr Habits, cannot be 
called a Prelate among Chrifiians ; therefore in the 
Okfotion at the Altar, the Emperor is named after 
the Bijhops, the Priefis, the Deacons, and the 
t E defialt, lib. Cltrh, in the Rank of the Laity, f Erafmus alio 
**• ,l5 - obferves very well, That the Priefi is the Father 
in Ckrijr, even of Monarchs themfelves ; He is 
xheir Tutor, their Inffrutter, and their Cenjvr : By 
him they are made Chrifiians, by him they partici- 
pate of the Sacraments of the Church, by him they 
learn the Law of the Lord, and the w.ty of Salvati- 
on, and by him they are recalled from Error, if at 
any time they happen to be feduced by evil Coun- 
fels. 

What 
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What I have here laft aflerted, that howfo- 

tvtr the Magistrate may debar an Ecclefiafiick 
frtm the extrtife of his Fun&ion within a parti' 
cular DifiriQ, this does by no means extinguijh his 
Char*£ter, or take dway the Divine Authority which 
be has to his Function^ is fully proved and plain- 
ly made out by the Reverend Dr. Turner, (*.)<*) p*ge a>: 
in his Book Intituled a Vindication of^ the Rights 
and Privileges of the Chrijtian Church, in Aniwer 
to a late Book Intituled, The Rights of the Chri- 
ftian Church affirted, &c. to which I refer the 
Reader. 

I have nothing more to add under thisHead, 
but only that I would not be underftood to 
think our Queen has all the Authority which 
I here allow to the Supreme Power, becanfe 
(he is tied up by Laws which flie cannot alter 
berlelfalone : Butat the Head of her Parlia- 
ment (he has certainly all the Authority here 

rken of. What therefore her Majefty may 
by virtue of her Royal Prerogative with- 
■out the confent of the States I pretend not to 
determine: It is certain with their confent 
file has as unlimited a Power as any Prince in 
the iVVorld. And in this Senfe I fuppofe our 
Second Canon is to be underftood, which e- 
ouakher Power to that of any Chrifthn Em- 
perour. For it is unreafbnable that her Power 
over the Church fhould be greater than it is 
over the State, or that fhe mould make Laws 
for the Government of the Church, otherwife 
than the Laws of the Land haVeempowered her 
to do. 
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CapallL 



chap. m. 

Of the fever d Orders of tlx Clergy. 

TH O' the Supreme Power byet all Per- 
fons and in all Caufes be vefted in the 
Civil Magiflratc, fo thatnoPerfon in his Do^ 
minion is exempt from his Jurifdi&ion, nor 
any Canfe from his Cognizance \ yet, as I hope 
I have prov'd in my firft Chapter, there is a 
particular Order of Men who hare a different 
and co-ordinate Power in the Church, having 
received their Commiffion immediately from 
Carift himfelf: Thefe are called Clerks or Clergy 
u) DA.2un.Mer2 from 0) xAnftt which fignifies a Lot or 
Num. i9.2 0 .P° r tion, (b) becaufc the Lord is their Por- 
&De Jt . 1D . 9 . tion, and they are to be maintained out of 
* 18 2 " thofe Revenues which were given for the Ser- 
vice of Cbrifi and his Church. Thefe are of 
three Degrees or Orders : For in the Preface 
to the Form and Manner of making and confecra- 
ting Bijhops, Priefts and Deacon*, our Church 
tells us, that It is evident to all Men diUgantly 
reading holy Scripture and ancient Authors? that 
from the Apoftlcs time there hath been thefe Orders 
of Mmifters in Chrift'j Church? Bifhops, Priefts 
and Deacons ; which Offices were evermore had in 
fveh reverend Eftimation, that no Man by his own 
private Authority might prefume to execute any of 
them, except he were firft called^ tried and examu 
ned, and known to have fuch Qualities, as were 
• requifite for the fame, and alfo\iy publick Prayer 
with Impaction of ffands, approved and admitted 
thereunto: 

The 
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The loweft Order of the Clergy in the 
Church of England, is that of Deacons, whofc 
Office (as we learn from the Form and Manner 
of ordering Deacons) is in the Church where he 
fiaS be appointed to ferve, to ajfifi the Prie'ft in 
Divine Service, and fpecialbj -when he adminiftrcth 
the Holy Communion, and to help him in the Di- 
ftribution thereof, and to read Holy Scriptures and 
Homilies in the Congregation, and to inftruEl the 
Xouth in the Catechijm,to.Bapiiz.e and to Preach, 
if he he thereto admitted by the BlfhoP- And fur- 
thermore it is his Office, where Pr»v.{ion ;s fo made, 
to fearch for the Sick, Poor and tmfaten; People of 
the Parijh, to intimate their Eliot's, Names and 
Places where they dwell mto the C»r.ae, that by his 
Exhortation they may be relieved by the Parifi), or 
other convenient Alms- 

The Priefis (as appears from the Form and 
Manner of ordering Priefis") are the Afejfengers, the 
Watchmen and the Stewards of the Lord, to teach, 
to yremonifh, to feed, and provide for the Lord's 
Family, to feci for ChrifFs Sheep which are difperfed 
abroad, and for his Children which be in the mtdff 
of this naughty World, to be faved by Chrifl for 
ever. Ana their Office is, to Minifter the Doc- 
trine and Sacraments, and the Difcipline of Chrifl, 
as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Realm 
btth received the fame- To be ready with all faith- 
ful Diligence to bamjlj arid drive auToy ertoneout 
and firange DjElrines contrary to God's Word, And 
to ufe both publick and private Admonitions and 
Exhortations, as well to the Sick as to the Whole 
within their Cures, as need Jhall require and Occa- 
fion be given. To maintain and fet forward ( at 
much as in them lieth) Ouieenefs, Peace and Love 
among Chriflians, and cfpecially among t'em that 
xre or fltall be committed to their Charge. 

E The 
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The Bijbofa betides what belongs to the! 
Prieftly Office (as is apparent from the Practice 
of this Church) has the Power of conferring 
Orders by himfclf on Deacons, with the Aflifl- 
ance of his presbyters on Priefts, and of his 
Fc/!ow~BiJh>)ps on Bijhe;i. He has an inherent 
Right of infli&ing and looting Spiritual Cen- 
iures. And it is alfo peculiar to his Office to 
confirm or lay Hands on Perfons baptized. 
The Infli£Hon and loofing Spiritual Cenfurcs 
js an Ofhcefometim'esdelegated to Presbyters: 
But Ordination and Confirmation are admi- 
niftred only by Bi [hops. 

The Offices of Deans., .Archdeacons, Canons-, 
&c. are no Orders in the Church, but were 
introduced very early into it for the better 
Government thereof, however, I purpofe in 
the enfning part of this Difcourfe to treat of 
their feveral Originals according as my Me- 
thod will lead me. 



That Bijbops arid Priejls are dijtinEf Orders' 



J, Deacons, are fo apparently diftinguiftied 
in the New Teftament, that 1 know not that 
ever it was difputed by any Perfon : But the 
Diftinctaon between Bijbops and Presbyters has 
been in thefe two laft Ages difputed by fome. 
And indeed it mnft be acknowledged that in 
Scripture times the Names Bijhop and Presbyter 
were promifcuoufly ufed to denominate the 
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Proved from the Scriptures. 
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lame Order, and generally that which we now 
cill the Order of Priefts. Thole whom we 
now call Bipmps being in the firft Age of the 
Church, moil commonly called Afoftles or 
jAngels, as ihall be {hewed hereafter. But it is 
not the Name, but the thing it felf which We 
Contend for. And that which we affirm isj 
that the Scripture in. feveral places plainly 
{peaks of ibme Pcrfons appointed by the A- 
yjoftles to govern the Flock of Chrift, to Bap^ 
tize, to Teach and InftrucT: 'em in the Doc- 
trines of Chriftian Religion whom they called 
Presbyters or Elders^ and fometimes £ijhaps r 
and that others were appointed to Rule, Go- 
vern and Superintend thofe Eiders. In prov- 
ing therefore thefe Orders of Priefts, Presbyters 
or Elders, and Biflfops diftinct from Pritfis^aad 
appointed to Rule and Govern 'em, I mail not 
lb much infift: upon the Diftinciion of Homes 
as Offices, which I look upon to have been at 
ieaft apparently diftin& from each other ever 
fince the Appflles Days, and conftituted fo by 
them. And that immediately after their 
Days, the Names alfo were fo plainly diftin- 
guiihed, and fo particularly appropriated to 
thole diftin& Offices, that no Man who reads 
the Hiftoryof the primitive Church, .in any 
Author that has written of thofe times, can 
doubt of their being dilUnft Orders. . .. - ,,. 

(a) In thelfaw'/fe Church were, three Orders oM Jj* 
eonlecrated Perfons appointed by God himfelf, a " * 
The High-Prieft, the Priefis and the Levitts. So 
ljkewiKe in the Chriftian Church as it was con- 
ftituted by Chrift himfelf in his own Life- 
time, there was jefm Chrift, call'd (b) ow-wifeb. 
Ifab-Prieft, then the Twelve Apoftles, and 
isMy the Seventy Difciples, who were cer- 
E i tainly 
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tainly inferiour to the Apoftles, tho* they 
were neither Ordained nor Governed by them. 
For it is manifelt that many Chriftian Infti- 
tutions were derived by otir Saviour and his 
Apoftles from the Jeveijh Ufages. Thus the 
two Sacraments of Baptifm and the Lord's Suf- 
fer were taken from the Jtwifh Baptifm, and 
the Foficcmium after the Paflbrer :' And Ordi- 
nation by Impofition of Hands is derivedfrom 
their Ordination in the Synagogue, and our 
way of Excommunication is exprefly taken 
from theirs. Our Cathedral Churches anfwer 
to their Temple of Jeru/silem, and our Parilh 
Churches to the Synagogues : And for this 
Reafon it is that we find among the Ancients 
fo much concerning one Altar, and the fetting 
up Altar againft Altar, when a Schifmatical 
Bifhop endeavoured to withdraw the People 
from the Communion of their true Bifhop, 
alluding therein- to the Jcwijh Temple which 
was but one, tho' the Synagogues were many. 
And therefore our DilTentersaremiftaken in 
their Argument, when from this one Altar 
they would inferr thata Bifhop could have bat 
cine Congregation of Chrifiims under hisCare; 
for One Altar, that is one Cathedral Church 
was and is as confiftcnt with many Communion 
Tables or Parifh Churches as one Temple was 
with many Synagogues. And as many Chri- 
ftiart Inftitutitmt were derived from the Jews, 
fo no queftiori are the fcveral Orders of the 
j p. Edit. Clergy ; and (a) St. Clemens Roman us in his firft 
»tomeiu. Epiftle to the Corinthians under the Title of 
H'gh-Prieft-, Priefis and Unites, does manifeftly 
deiign the Bifhop his Priefis and Deacons. And 
it is not to be doubted but onr Saviour and his 
Apoftles and the Primitive Church, which 
heartily 
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heartily defired the Converlion of the Jem, 
did therefore retain as many Jemfr Culloms, 
as were confiftent with Chriftim Liberty and 
confecrated them to the fervice of Chrifliani- 
ty, makingfomeof them Csriftian Sacraments, 
which were only pious Culloms before. 

The firlt Bilhop then in the Orifiim Church 
was ourblefled Lord himfelf, called therefore 
by (b) St. Peter the Shefherd and Bijhop of ««r<> > 
Sails .- His twelve Apefiles were his Presbyters, 
aqd his feventy Difcifles as it were his Beams. 
Whillt our Saviour lived on Barth he ruled 
and governed his Church Perfonally, and tho' 
the Apoftles could pteach and baptize and pro- 
nounce Remiffion of Sins, which is the Prielts 
Office now, yet "could they not perform the 
Functions of the Epifcopal Office to give others 
a Commidion to preach the Gofpel. But when 
Ghrilt was rifen and ready to afcend into Hea- 
ven, then he enlarged the Apoilolical Power : 
And gave them Authority to colled and fettle 
Churches, and' to give Commiflions to others 
as he himfelf had done, (e) As my Ftther «!<*■■ 
huh fent me, fays he, even fa fad I you. And 
when he had flid this, he breathed en them, faying, 
Receive ye the Hely Gh.fi. Signifying to them 
by this Emblem of breathing on them, that 
they (hould (d) be baftized with the H,ly Chefi' 1 * Aa - ! 
inafliort time, and that they mould recent 
Fewer, after that the Holy Ghefi was come up, 
on them. And therefore (e) when they had « *a. 1 
received the Holy Ghefi on the Day of Pente- 
cefi, they began to ooUeft and fettle the 
Church, and to govern it by thofe Rules they 
had received from Orift. It is certain that 
the ^tobythisCommiffionlKeivcd an Ad- 
ditional Power to what theyitiad before tlis 
ft } f« 
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54 . ThatBiJbops and Priefts are Mfiintt Cap.IV, 
Holy Gksft's defcending on them ; Our SavU 
our had fent them .out to Preach and Baptize 
in his own Life-time, but now he Tends then) 
even as he himfelf was fent by the Father!. 
'Tis moft certain that they could not be fent 
by him to be Mediator! and Redeemers as he was: 

If) i Tim. j. j. For (/) there u but one Mediator between God 
- and Man, the Man Chrift Jefut. Therefore this' 
new Commiflion can be underftood only of th<| 
feme Authority of exercifing Ecclefiafticai 
Diicipline which Chrift himfelf had received of 
the Father, and of ordaining others tothe 
fame Office. By Virtue of their firft Ordina.- 
tion whilft Chrift continued with thesa in the 
Kern they preached the Gofpel, but by this 
laft, fupplying the Place of their Mafter, they 
themfelves alio created others with the fame 
Epifcopal Authority which themfelves had re- 
ceived. For 'tis plain, that this Commjflioii 
was not meerly perfonal' to the Jpofties., but 
defigned to continue in th? Church fi> long as 
it ftioiild be Militant here on Earth, becaufe 

ri)Mit.)iM. our Saviour, at the granting of it,- (g) pro, 
mrfed to be with them always even unto the End 

ef the World. > 

' The Jpofties therefore were the firft Bijbops 
of the Chriftian Church, and eftablifhed and gc^ 
verned it under our Saviour the great Shepherd 
and Sijhop of Souls-, who gave them their Com- 
miflion for this purpdfe. But tho' the Autho- 
rity given them by our Lord was in common 
to them all, fo that they were every one of 
them Bifhbps and Governors of the whole {V 
tholick Church, and might exercife their Epileo* 
pal Power in any part of it, yet they foon 
found it heceflary to limit the univerfaiity of 
their Power a&'to the executive part,, that one; 
X-\ s; , . ■ t y * '* might 
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might not interfere with another, and this no 
doubt they did by the directions of the Holy 
Spirit-, who is the God of Order, not ej "Confufton, in t 
aU the Churches of the Saints. The firft Divilion 
we find made by them, is mentioned by St. 
Paul, * who lays, that fome of the Apoftles • q,i a . 
were appointed by an agreement between 
themfelves to take Charge of the Gentiles, and 
Others of the Jews. Wiien, fays he, James, Ce- 
phas, and John-, who feemed to be Miliars, perceived 
the Grace that root given to me, they gave to me 
and Barnabas the Right Hand of Fellofefhip, that 
wt jhould go -unto the Heathen, and they unto the 
Grcumcifion. And having thus ordered by mu- 
tual Agreement, that fome mould take care 
of the Jewifh Qiriftims, and others of the Gen- 
tile Chriftians, they then proceeded to make a 
further Limitation, and gave to each A poftle 
his particular Diftritt, Province, or Diocefs. 
• Thus they conftituted St. James to be the Bi- 
ihop of Jerufalem, as not only the Ancient 
Fathers and - Ecclefiaftical Hiftoriaris unani- 
moufly teftifie j but even the Scriptures them- 
felves in a great meafure Evidence. For fure 
it is not without Reafon that St. Paul in the 
pafiage I have juft cited, puts James before 
Peur and John, who in all the Gofpels is put in 
one of the laft places among the Apoftles. {Tor 
this James here mentioned, was certaiuly not 
the Brother of John, for that * James was be- • A a* 
headed by Herod foon after St. PavCs Con- 
verfion.) Again -|- St. Paul relating his ^ Gil 
going up to Jerufalem to fee Peter, pro- 
fecutes it thus in the next words : But 
tther of the Apoftles faw I none , hut James 
the Brother of our Lord. How came he to meet ' 
Janus there more than the reft of the Apoftles, 
■" "* E 4. when 
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56 That Bijbops and Priefls are diftinft Cap. IV. 
when he went only to fee Peter, but becaufe 
James rended there to take care of his Charge? 

a3s ss. 7»u.* How came Si. James to give a final Determi- 
nation to the agreement of the Apoftles and 
Elders in the Council at Jerufalem, and that 
their Refolutions (hould be drawn up in his 
W>vds rather than in the Words of St. Peter 
the chief of the Apoftles, but that this Refoeft 
was paid to him, becaufe they then afTembled 
in his rriftrict ? I might produce other pafla- 
ges of the Scripture to mew that St. James 
kept a conftant Refidence at Jerufalem, which 
none of the other Apoftles did, and no other 
Reafon can be given but what Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory afligns for it, 1 that the Church there 
was put under his particular Care and Inipe&i- 
on, and that he was the proper BiJJiopof it- 

limes 1.1. t Why does St. James direct his Epiftle to the 
Twelve Tribes fcattered abroad, but only becaufe 
he looked upon all thofe Chriftiarrs who had been 
converted from Judaifm, yet ftill thought it 
their Duty to come to Jerufalem to Worfhip, 
to be under his Care as the Biihop of that 
Place, to which they yearly refbrted from the 
feveral Countries through which they were dif- 
perfed. 

And as St. James had Jerufalem and the Re- 
gion about it for his Diftrict or Dioceft, fb 
the other Apoftles had certain places for their 
Diftricbalfo. Thus St.. Peter had the Care of 
) ( r« 1.1. the Jewiflt Chriftians, whom he calls (a) the 
Strangers fcattcrid throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Afia and Bithynia. I fey, the 
Jewijh Chriftians, becaufe, as I have (hewed, 
James, peter and John, undertook the Care of 
the Circumcifion, and Paul and Barnahat of the 
Uncircumciilon. And the Apoftle Bamabjt 
^ feems 



Google 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Cap.IV. "Orders proved from tht Scriptures. 57 
feems (upon his feparatioif4rom, St. Pauf) to 
have fettled himfelf in (b) Cyprus, (c) hisowri w Aa, , s .„. 
Native Country. St. Paul had the particular W 
Care of many Churches which he founded, and 
was their proper Bifhop himfelf, 'till he faw 
it fit to commit the Care of fome of them to 
others. And this Care which he had of the 
Churches which he Converted, was a plain 
Epilcopal Care, fuch as our Bilhops now chal- 
lenge, that is, a Right to govern both the Presby- 
ters and Churches within his Diftril} according to 
Chrift'j Ordinance exclvjive of any Superior or Co- 
ordinate Power. That he exercifed this Power 
over Presbyters is manifeft from his (d) fen- mj a*» >o. 17. 
ding for the Elders of Ephefw to come to him at 
Miletm^ andgiving them a charge to perform 
their Duties 6ithfully,as our Bifhopsdo in their 
Vifitations. And that he judged himlelf to 
hatfe no Superior or Equal in Spiritual Mat- 
ters within his own Diftrift, (f) the meafure ofw s a*. 10. u , 
the Sale which God had difiributed to him, as he 
calls it himfelf, 'is no lefs manifeft from what 
he writes to the Corinthians, (/) where he lays (f) 1 cm 4 -<r- 
tO them, tho' ye have ten thou/and Stfirutlors in 
Chrift, yet have ye not many Fathers : For in 
Chrift Jefus J have begotten you, through the Gof- 
fel. Wherefore Ihefeechyou be ye followers of me. 
Again,fays he, (g)Am I not an Apofilefjf Iam( S ) *o*-9 
not fo to others, yet doubtlefs I am to you. He al- 
fo threatens thofe who came into the Church 
of Corinth-, and made Schifms there by collecting 
Congregations, who did not acknowledge his 
Authority, (h) foying, IwiUcome to w« jWf/y, cw »c or « 
if the Lord will, and will know, not the Speech of 
them which art puffed up, but the Power. Now let 
as confider thele Paflages, St. Paul here plain- 
ly calls hitpfelf the Father and the ApoftU of 
»• ■ the 
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58 That Bifbops and Prhfis are Aiflinft Cap.Vlv 
the Church of Corinth, not only in a more par- 
ticular manner than any body elfe could be, 
but exclufive of all others, you have not marry 
Fathers, fays he, I am your Father, I am yoar 
Apofile, and as to thofe who were pufled up^ 
and would not own his Authority, but pre- 
tended to preach there by virtue of a Power 
derived from other Affiles, ami 110:: from him, 
he fays, That he (hall not trou'Ji^ nfelf to 
examine what Do&rine they lave preached, 
whether true or falfe ; but by what Authority 
.they took upon them to Preach within his 
Diocefs or Diftrift : I will know, fays he, not 
( the fpetch of them that are puffed up, but the Power. 

The Tower therefore, which the Ayofth* exer- 
cifed in their feveral Chin ches or Diftri&s 
was plainly the. fame Epifcoizi Power which the 
IJifhops of the Chriftian Church h;ive claimed 
ancV exerdfed ever fince as Siicceflbrs to them. 
To what purpofe-is the Journey this fame A- 
poftle St- Paul takes to vilit the Churches 
wherein he had ordained Presbyters before? 
W Aft* ij.it (a) Let ut return, faith he, to Barnabas, and vi- 
fit our Brethren in all Cities where we preached the 
Ward of the Lord, and fee how they do. Is not 
this exaflly agreeable to our prefent Epifcopal 
Vifitations, when the Bijhop himfelf goes from 
Town to Town over his whole Diocefs to en- . 
quire how, Jus Clergy and People behave them- 
felves ? That is, how they do, how they live, 
how they difcharge their feveral Duties to each 
other. Do we not fee that St. Paul charges 
himfelfwith theOvernght of all thofeChurcbes 
he had converted, and wherein he had ordain- 
ed Presbyters, as is manifefl from his own 
,Cor .i.j 1. Words ? (b)/Beftdes thofe things which are with- 
out-, that which cometh upon we daily, the Care of 
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all the Churches? And to my Appreheniion, 
almqft all his Epiftles are nothing elfe but To 
many Ads of this Spiritual Government in 
Chief, which the Apqftle referved to himfelf 
in the Churches of his own planting. 

But as the Apoftles began to wear, put, or 
otherwife as their Occafions gave them not 
leave to. attend in Perfon upon the Churches 
tbey had planted, and. for a time taken the 
chief Spiritual Care of, Reafon required, if 
but in Correlpondence to the State of Govern- 
ment that had hitherto refted in fome Apoftle, 
and the Presbyteries of particular Churches, 
there mould be inflituted fome Heads of thefe 
Companies of Presbyters who might fupply 
the Apoftles Place v and-preftrve Unity in the 
fcveral Churches, -which otherwife might be 
in danger of felling into as many Schifins or 
Fadions as there were Presbyters ; and ac- 
cordingly they did appoint fuch an Head to 
whom the Name of Bilhpp has been lince ap- 
propriated. Forit is evident (d) from the an- « rw.Ber*. 
cienteft Aocountswehaye of Ecclefiaftlcal Af-^f^' 
fairs, -. and from' the Scriptures themfelves, 
that when the Apofilts had for, fome time exer- 
cifed this Epifcopat Authority by themfelves, 
which I have been treating of, becaufe the 
number of the Faithful daily encreafed, and 
they themfelves were, not to live always, left 
the Church Ihould be deftitute of this Autho- 
rity at their Death*, they mvefted others with 
this power- whom they fet over particular 
Churches, that they might ordain Elders, and 
govern the Flock committed to their Charge 
within their feveral grecindts. For the Apo* 
ftles Comnriflion reaching to all Parts of the 
\Vorld, and thgy.beiftg commanded to * make l^ftft/* & 



le UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



6 9 That Bijbops and Priefis are difiinU Cap. I V, 
all Nations Difciples, to go in to alt the World and 
to f reach the Gojpel to every Creature-, could not 
jbe long fixed in any one Place : Yet it w«i 
neceflary that Pafiors and Teachers Ihould be 
fettled among all Believers, who might con- 
tinue to inftruft and teach 'em, to offer np j 
Prayers for 'em in the publick Aflemblies, ana I 
to adminifter the Sacrament to 'em. Here- 

* Ad* 14 as -P° n * Opined tnem Elders in every 
t tXb.ii. 7, \iPnercb : + Thefc were Rulers of the Churcft 

wherein they were placed, and the People 
were commanded to obey 'em. But tho' they 
were Rnlefs yet their Authority extended not 
over the whole Church, but only that Flock 

• ja.ao. 3 i. over which the * Holy Ghofi had made them 

Overfeers or Bifhop s. They were fixed to a par- 
ticular Place, and the Spiritual Government 
of all Perfons within thofe Limits was commit' 
ted to 'em. And in this Divifion into parti- 
■cular DiftricVs ( which was prudential at the 
Apoftles Difcretion) the general Divifion of 
the Empire was obftrved. It was neceflary 
that particular Churches mould be circum- 
fcribed within certain Bounds, but it was in- 
different where thofe Boundaries fhould be fix- 
ed. The Apoftles therefore took the Limits 
already laid out for them, and accordingly 
1 Tft.t. ?. fetled Churches, and * either Ordained them- 
felves, or appointed others to Ordain Elders in 
every Cty, or City by Cty\ as Dr. Hammond 
renders it. And herein they thought it ex- 

})edient ftri&ly to bbferve the Imperial Divis- 
ion, lb that the Cornell of Chalcedon decreed, 
7 c*n 17. that if the + Emperor ihould change the con- 
dition of a City by his Authority^ the Order of 
the Parifli Churches fhould fetim the Ovil Conjtitu- 

tim. Thus the Power, and Authority of theft 
Elders 
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Elders was confined within the compafs of that 
particular City and its Territories, where 
they were ordained to Minifter, and all with- 
in thofe Limits were under their Care and Ju- 
rildiction. They were indeed Bifiiops, and 
Presbyters of the TJniverfal Church (Tor the 
true Church is but one and the fame in all 
parts of the World.) but for the fake of De- 
cency, and Order, and that each Paftor might 
know his own peculiar Flock, it was necefla- 
ry that the Catholick Church mould be divi- 
ded into particular Churches. And it is ob- 
fervable that where the Scriptures fpeak of 
the Churches of a Province, the Plural Num- 
ber is uled, as the Churches of Judea, Samaria, 
Syria, Glkia, &c. But where they fpeak of a 
City, they ufe the Singular Number, as the 
Church of Jtrufalem, Corinth, Ephefm, &c. Yet 
it is evident that there were many Presbyters 
and Congregations in one City, as has been 
proved by Dr. Maurice, in his Treatiie of 
Diocefan Epifcofacy, and Dr. StiBimfieet in his 
Vrtrta fonablene fs of Separation, and by the Pref- . 
byterians too, in their Writings againft the 
Independents. The fame will alio appear plain 
to any one who confiders that at one time in 
the City of Jtrufalem, and that not long after 
the Defcent of the Holy Ghofi there were * Five* a*i 
Thoufmd Believers, and that after this -|- Be-t *ai 
lievers were the more added to the Lord, multitude! 
both of Mm and Women. Now let any reafon- 
able Perfon judge if all thefe could be of one 
Congregation, efpecially when it is fcarce pof- 
fible that they could have any publick Place 
for the Exercife Of their Religion, where the 
chief Rulers were fiich Enemies to the Faith : 
Yet 'tis certain they were efteemed but * One • A a* 

Church. 



le UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



6-2 That Bifttops And Priejh xre diftinct Cap. IV. 
Church- And therefore even according to the 
Scriptures, Church and Congregation are not con- 
vertible Terms as our Diflenters would pre- 
tend. 

AmongH the Elders fet over particular 
Churches, there was one Chief or Prefident, who 
had an Authority over the reft, and a Power 
to Ordain, Rule, and Cenfurt 'em. Thus E- 
■Vodtus prellded at Antioch, Links or Clemens at 
Rome, and to omit many others, Titus at Crete* 
and Timothy at Ephefus, where they were fixed 
by fome of the Apoftles, < and fkercifed this 
Power of Ordaining, and Governing. That 
Titus Exercifed this Power - at Crete'-, not only 
the Ancient Fathers hWe aflerted, as Eufebiut, 

Theodoret-, Ambrofe, Jerom, and Others, but it 
is plain and evident from the infallible Te- 

M Tit i.fs ftimony of St. Paul himfelf, (a) For this Ckufe, 
ffiys he, writing to Titus) left I thee in Crete* 
that thou poutdefi fet in Order the Things that are 
wanting-, and ordain Elders in '"every City as I had 
appointed thee- That Timothy alfo had the fame 
Authority, befides the like Teftimony of the 
Fathers, the fame St. Paul Teaches, by telling 
him why he left him in that place, and how he 
( ought to exerdfethatrjowerwhichhereceived, 

p t fin., t. 3 . ty) fry t ke Uying on of the Hands of the Presbytery*. 

ind s . „ ». Br t fc s cauJ} ^ ays k) Uff j theg af Ephefil s; th J at 

thou mightefi charge fome that they teach no other 
Dztlrine. Again f; an Elder (or Presbyter) re- 
ceive not an Accufation hut before two or three 
Witnejfes- Lay hands fuddenly on no Man. Which 
Admonitions had been to no purpofe if Timo* 
tby had not had both a JurifdiAion over El- 
ders, and a power of Ordaining them. But 
now -if Presbyters or Elders might have Ordain- 
ed others of their own Order, I can fee 116 
reafon 
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reafon why thefe two Apoftolical Men were 
left by St. Paul) the one at Crete, and the other 
at Epbefus for (e) that purpofe : For it is cer- w Aft.w. .7. 
tain there were Elders in the Church of Efhe- 
fus, before Timothy was left there, and pro- 
bably in Crete, before Titus was fetled in that 
place, for it was St. Pauls cuftom to Ordain (d) W **■ u «» 
Presbyters in every Church : And if thefe 
could have Ordained others as the number of 
Converts increafed, it was certainly needlefs 
to let any Perfon over 'em to perform that 
Office. And that timothy and Tim had not 
this power committed to 'em as Evangelifis, 
which our Adverfaries pretend, is moft cer- 
tain, becaufe Evangtlifis as fuch had not that 
Power : For then meer Deacons might have 
Ordained and Governed Priefts, for fuch was 
(e) Philip the Evangelifi. And 'tis moft cer- w compire 
tain that he pretended not to any fuch *Jt £ *** 
Anthority. * For when in the profecuting \, s .6- r: 
his Office of an Evangelifi (whofe Duty it was 
to convert Unbelievers) he had converted a 
great many at Samaria, and Baptized 'em, he 
pretended not to confirm 'em by the laying 
on of Hands, or to fettle any Church Offices 
amongft 'em, but gave notice of what he had 
done to the Apoftles, and they fent two of 
their own Order for this purpofe. Where- 
fore tho* it mould be admitted that Timothy and 
Titus were both Evangelifls, which yet cannot 
be proved, this alone, if they were not Bifhops 
alfo, as the Evangtlifis commonly were, could 
give them no Authority to Ordain Presbyters, 
or govern particular Churches, as the one did 
Efhtfus, and the Other Crete. But they (as the 
late Right Reverend if) Bifoop of Worcefter (fj ^^ { „ 
very well remarks; who a about to Vnkifkof gr»mh 
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Timothy, and Titus may as weS. Vnfcripturt the 
Epiftles that were written to them, and make them 
only fame occafional Writings* as they make Timo- 
thy and Titus to have bee" fame particular and 
occafional Officers. But the Chrifiian Church pre~ 
ferving theft Epiftles as of confront and perpetual 
life, aid thereby fuppofe the fame kind of Office t» 
continue, for the fake whereof theft excellent Efiftler 
were Written .- -And we have no greater Ajjurance 
that theft Epiftles were written by St. Pint, than 
we have that there were Bijhops tv fucceed the Apo- 
files in the Care and Government of Churches. 
(e) Bcvcru »<t (l. ) Timothy and Titus then had that Auj- 
« n . ap j,' ' thority in the Church which our Bifhops now 
WlI ' Challenge: Wherefore St. Paul writing to the 

Philippians joyns Timothy with himfelf as a 
Perfbn of the fame Order and Degree. , Paul 
and Timotheus, the fervants of Jefus Chtift, to 
all the Saints in Chrift Jefus which are at Philips 
pi with the Bijhops and Deacons. In this Verfe 
.we have thefe three Orders mentioned which 
continue frill in the Chnrch of England. Paul 
and Timothy of the firft Order, that is the Or- 
der of Bifhops as they are now called, and the 
other two Orders in the lafb Words; the 
MiddleOrder which is now called of Priefis or 
Presbyters being then alfo called Bijhops., as has 
been obferved, thofe whom we now call Bi- 
ro r=v i 20. * n0 P 8 b e ' n S tnetl call ed Qi) Angels dr (t) Apo+ 
& i- 1. files. The Bifhor* being Succeflbrs to the 
(0 aom.i*. j. Apoftles, and their Heirs ex Ajfe in all things 
EfTcntial to their Office. As to filch things 
as were mecrly perfbnal in them, as art imme- 
diate CaS and Ordination by Chrift himfelf, hfalli* 
bility, Tongues and Miracles, thefe are what OUT 

Bifhops never pretended to, for they were ex- 
traordinary. Gifts and Graces, but not Efiep* 
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tial to the Apoftolical Office fo as to be con- 
vertible with it. Becanfe triefe Qualifications 
were in diverfe other Minifters of the Church 
who were no ApoftUs, as will appear plainly 
to any that (hall read the Twelfth and Four- 
teenth Chapters of the Firft Epiftle to the 
Corinthians. Befides thefe could not polfibly be 
efteemed any Parts of the Apoftolical Office^ 
being but mere Gifts beftowed on 'em the Bet- 
ter to enable them to perform that Office* 
So that we have nothing left which was pe- 
culiar to the Apoftles, and riot communicated 
by them 'to Presbyters, Paftors, or Teachers, bd£ 
the Power jof Ordination, Gmfirmation, and Ju- 
risdiftion : The Bijhops therefore being endued, 
with this Power, were in that firft Age of 
Chriftianity called Apoftles : So fays Theodore? ... 
fas (k) Dr. Hammond has obferved) thofe whkhiK) Annot. 
Were after called Bifliops, were in thofe firft Tme's™*-^ 
Called Apoftles : So Clemens Romanus is by Cle- 
mens Jtlexandrita called Clemens the Apoftle. 
And Ignatius by St. Chryfoftom is called Apoftle. 
and fiifhop. So likewife Epaphroditus called 
in the Epiftletothe Philippics-, he ..having E- 
pifcopal Authority committed to him in that ■ . . 
Church (/; Tfuppofe it neceffary, fays .. St. Paul,}') ««L *. i: 
to fend uwfu^a Epaphroclitlls, , my Brother and 
Companion in Labour, and FellowSouldier, but your 
Apoftle., In our Translation indeed it is ren- 
dred Meffenger, butit fcems to be without pood 
Reafon to TranflatCd, for the Original is A- 
pdle. And had Epapbroditus been rio rriore, 
then a Mejfenger fent to Rome from Philhpi with 
Money to fupply St. Paul\ Wants whilft he" 
was there in Prifon, , we cannot . fn'pp'ofe he 
would have called him not only Brother,. .hut 
Companion in Labour and FellowSouldier. He j| 
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not mentioned in the Superfcription of the 
Epiftle, becaufehe was the Perfon by whom it 

(m) Rem. is. 7- was Tent, (m) Aadronkus and Juniut alio are 
faid to be of note among the Apofiles : that is, 

002G>r.g.ij. Eminent Apoilles or Bifhops. (n) And St. 

Paul upon another occafion fpeaking of Titus 
and fome others of his Brethren or Fellow- 

f Workers, calls them the Apofiles of the Church 

of Chrifi. Our Tranllation indeed calls them 
Meffengers, but the Original is Apofiles. The 
word Avofile in its Primitive Senfe being no 
more then Mtffmger : And they were ft> called 
as being the particular Meffengers of Chrifl. 

And therefore a^ the Bijhaps are called Apo- 
files by St. Paul* fo are they called Angels by 
St. John : Which is another Greek word Sig- 
nifying a Meffenger. For 'tis evident that the 
Angels of the Seven Churches were the Bifhops 
' of thoft Churches: Their Office, Power and 
Commiffion being plainly fuch as we now call 
Epiicopal, and the fame which is exercifed by 
our pjefent Bifliops. Particularly Epifcopal 
Re* a. :o. Power is intimated in the Rebuke given to (o) 
the Angel of the Church of Thyatira, who is 
reproved for permitting a falfe Prophetefs to 
ftduce the People to commit Iniquity. Which 
furely would not have been done unlefs this 
Angel had the Power and Authority of a Bi- 
fhop, to Excommunicate and caft fuch a Per- 
fon out of the Church, or Inflict fuch Ecclefi- 
aflical Cenfurcs on her as might reftrain her 
from her Folly, or at leaft-wife fet fuch a 
Mark upon her by fome puWick Penance, as 
might deter others from being feduced by her. 
For if this Angel had wanted fuch a Power, he 
would have been unjuftly condemned for the 
Wickednefs and fubtil Artifices of this per- 
nicious 
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aicious Jezebel, fince he was no otherwise par- 
taker in her Wickednefs than meerly in fuffer- 
ing it. The Tame .power is alfo intimated to 
fee in (pj the Angel of the Church o(Pergamus;(e) Rev, 
£nce he is likewife rebuked for having in his 
Church them that held the Do&rine of Balaam. 
and the Mcolaitans. For why mould he be 
cenfured for this Matter, unlefs he had Power, 
to caft fuch Pevfons out of the Church ? It 
would, be unrealbnable for him to bear the 
Blaine of other Mens Faults, if he had no 
fower tocorrecc 'em. 

And that they held this Epifcopal Office not 
for a limitted time as mere Chairmen or Super- 
intendents .of the Presbytery, butfortheir whole . 
Life, isphin from what is laid to (a) the An-W Rev - 
gel of the Church of Smyrna, Be thou faithful 
•upto Death, and I wi&give thee a Crown of Life. 
Which furely muft be meant of being faithful 
in his Office, fince he is here apparently fpokea 
to, not as a private Maa, but as an Angel or 
Bilhop of the Church, and if his Office was 
not for Life then this Precept had been vain. 
And that this alfb was an Office defigned to. 
continue always in the Church, and, not in-, 
teoded to expire with the firft Ages, of Chri- 
ftianity is moft apparent from the Attention, 
which all are fo frequently commanded to give 
to what . the Spirit lays unto the Churches. 
For, if the Spirit fpoke unto an Order of Men 
which was not to continue beyond that Age,' 
it would be impertinent fo often to call upon 
all Perfons to. hear and attend^ efpeciajly in. 
a Book defigned for the ufe of the Chnrcb in 
, fa Ages to the End of the World. Certainly, 
thofe Words fie thai hath an Ear to hear, let 
km he ar what the faint faith mto the Churches-^ 
F 2 which 
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which are feven times repeated, are defigned 
to let all Perfons know that they are concern- 
ed in what the Spirit fpoke to the Angels and 
with them to the Churches over which they 
prefided : And that from the Reproof given 
to thefe Angels, all Bilhops may be taught 
carefully to watch over their Flocks, and as 
much as lies in them to extirpate all Herefies 
and Falfe Doctrines, and that all the People 
might know how they ought to be fubjetft to 
their Bifhops, and not to Countenance thofe 
who make Schifms, or otherwise provoke their 
juft Cenfurcs. r 

It cannotwith any fhew of Reafonbe alledg- 
ed that thefe Angels were but Ample Presbyters 
or parijb Priefts in their feveral Churches ; for 
fure fnch eminent Cities as thele feven could 
not be fupplied by a fingle presbyter- Nay 'tis 
certain that in Epbefus there were diverfe 
Aa , 20i , r . Presbyters whom (a) St. Paul fent for to come 
to him at Mletus, and confidently the Angel 
of the Church of Ephefus cannot fignify the 
Presbyter of that Church, becaufe 'tis mani- 
feft the Angel was but one, and the Presby- 
ters were many.' Befides it plainly appears 
) Rev. 2 m- t[iat tne Angel of the Church of Pergamus 
had Authority over the very Presbyters, fince 
he is blamed for fuffering the Do&rine of Ba- 
laam to be held in his Church ; But if every 
Teacher there had been Independent and he 
had no governing Authority over other Pres- 
byters, how could he prevent any ones main- 
taining erroneous or heretical Opinions. 

And that it was the Office, not the perfonal 
Excellency of thefe Men which gave them the 
Denomination of Angels will appear evident 
to any one who confiders the perfonal defeds 
charged 
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charged upon the Angels of Pard.ii and Laodi-- 
cea. (c) The former is faid to be dead, that( C )R C y. } . 
is, to Piety and Virtue, and is therefore per- 
ibnally called upon to repent, before any thing 
is faid concerning the Church over which he 
prefided : The latter is condemned for his 
Lukewarmnefs in Religion, and therefore 
threatned by Chrift to be fpued out of his 
Mouth. 

That the Angels in this Place cannot be put 
collectively to denote the feven Churches is 
moft certain, for (£) the Angels and the^ r^.!. 
Churches are perfectly diftingiiifhed from each 
other. Neither can they fignify a collective 
Body of Presbyters, or Aflembly of Elders, 
for then they would more properly be likened 
to feven Conftellations, than to feven Stai-s : 
And they are all along fpoken to in the lingu- 
lar Number as to iingle Perfons, except where 
there is an apparent,4>o/?ro/)/jetotheChurchcs. 
This jfyofirophe is fo plain in every Place where 
the Plural Number is ufed, that none who 
reads thofe PafTages can doubt of it, except it 
be in that to the Church of Thyatira, where in- 
deed there does feem to be a Plurality of Per- 
fons fpoken to, before the Apoftr 0 phe to the 
Church, (e) But unto you, I fay, (Syur A' a*j-») m Rev. t, =#. 
tmd to the reft in Thyatira. But Dr. Hammond 
lays the Kings Manufcript reads it without 
the Conjunction (V<) and : So it runs thus, to 
ymrfay, the reft in Thyatira. And thus the 
Jfoftrophe is very plain here alfo. And who- 
ever confiders the Paflage duly will judge this 
the moft proper reading. Thefe Angels there- 
fore can be no; other than thofe whom the 
Church has fince called Bimops, their Power 
and Office is- evidently the fame. Bifhops 



le UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



70 That Bijbops and Priefls are diftintt Cap.IV. 
therefore like thefe Angels are by their Office 
Stars in the Right Hand of drift, (and tho* 
ibme of 'em prove like the Angels of the 
Churches of Sardis and Laodicea, yet are they 
neverthelefs Stars in his Right Hand) and 
therefore to condemn the Rpifcopal Office, is 
to wreft the Stars out of the Right Hand of 
the Son of Man : which how Wicked and Pre- 
fumptuous it would be letany one judge. ' 
Cf) Mr. Sifphen ^ ne Authors of (f) Smt&ymnuut redivivus 
iMafai. Mr. bring feveral trifling Arguments to prove that 
n™Th.ftw 3 ' tnef ~ e Angels were not Bifhops, but rather a 
Mr. jrtaitbtie Society of Presbyters, to all which an Anlwer 
tMVjsprfr*. in3 y be given fr° m wnat I navc already ! 

And by their own Confeffion Bezjt and Dr. 
Reynolds, two eminent Presbyterians acknow- 
ledge thefe Angels to be fingle Perfons. But 
then they tell us 'tis certain thattheie Angels 
were not Diocefan Bifhops, and that it never 
was proved, nor fas they conceive,) ever will 
be that they were fb : For which they give 
this (as they thought) demonftrative ArgtU 
rnent, that Parishes were not divided into Diecefes 
in St. John'/ Days : I fuppofe they meant Pa- 
rifles united into Dioeefesi IOT the Other ExpreC 
Hon is Nonfenfe, unlefs they meant Patriar- 
chal or Provincial Parifhes, which'are nothing 
to the Purpofe of this Controverfy. But here- 
in thefe five Learned and Orthodox Divines 
fas they are called in the Title Page of their 
Book) difcovered their egregious Ignorance 
in Church Hiftory. For had they been any 
thing acquainted with the State of the Primi- 
tive Church, they would have underftood that 
Epifcopal Diocefes wereeftabliflied long before 
any Parifhes were fettled, as I purpofe to ftiew 1 
hereafter. 1 fhall only obferve here, thatDi- 
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ocefes were divided into Parifhes, and not Pa- 
rities united into Diocefes at firft : For the 
Biflhop was placed in the City with a conveni- 
ent Number of Presbyters about him, Part of 
whom he always kept with him, and others 
He lent out to Preach and Adminifter the 
Sacraments as he faw Occafion : But fixed Pa- 
rifh Priefts were not fettled till the End of 
two or three Centuries. Indeed thefe Au- 
thors make a great Noife about the Promifcu- 
oas ufage of the Names Bijhop and Presbyter* 
but that is not the Matter in difpute, for i 
have fhewed that thofe we now call Bljhops 
were then called Apoftles or Angels. 

But tho' during the firft Century or there- 
abouts the Name of Apoftle or Angel was ge- 
nerally applied to thofe Perfons who were of 
the firft Order in the Church, and the fecond 
Order was indifferently ftiled either Bifhops 
or Presbyters ; yet immediately afterwards, 
whilftone of the twelve Apoftles remained on 
this fide Heaven, thefe two Names became 
apparently diftinguifhed. The Succeeding 
Governours of the Church humbly abftaining 
from the Name Apoftles were contented to be 
called Bifcops ; And then the fecond Order 
were called altogether Presbyters \ And the 
Title of Bijhop was , from thenceforth appro- 
priated to thofe who had the Power of Go- 
vernment, Confirmation and Ordination, as 
appears from the Teftimony of the Ecclefia- 
ftical Writers of the Firft Ages which I fliall 
in the next place attempt to prove. 
t And I hope that theft afore cited Teftimor 
nies of Scripture joyncd with the univerfal 
Suffrage of the whole Church may be fufficient 
to eonviflCe any unprejudiced Perfon, th*$ 
F 4 Bijh opi 
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Sifoops as they are difiinsi from Presbyters are of 
Apoftojical lnftitution. For there are diverfe 
Praflices in the Church derived to us from th* 
Apoitles for which we have no exprefspofitive 
Precept in the New Teltament, but are ga- 
thered from the general Scope, and Tenor of 
the Gofpel and from feme doubtful Places in 
it fo and fo underftood and interpreted by the 
unanimous confent of the univerfil Church. 
fe)AdvQ,r.H*r.For here that (V) Golden Rule of fincentius 
T* Urmenfts mult have place, „ r id tenesmus tpiod 

vhitfa quod Jenifer, eiwd ab omnibus creditum eft. 
That we hold fafi to what has been believed in all 
places, at all times, and by all Perfins. By this We 
Relieve the Books of the Old and New Tefla- 
ment to be the true pure Word of God, and 
noother,how Divine, Orthodoxor Ancient fo- 
ever they be. By this we rejeft as Apocry- 
phal thofe Books which Pope Gelafms and from 
him the Church of Rome have thruft into the 
Canon. By this Rule itis that we auemble for 
publick Worfhip on the Lord's Day, and San- 
ftify and keep holy the nrft Day of the Week 
infteadofthefeventh. And by this Rule it 
is that we- Baptize Infants and admit Women 
to the Communion of the Lord's Supper. And 
to name no more, Lknow no other Rule for 
diftmgmihing the Clergy from the Laity, or 
letting apart an Order of Men to Minifter the 
Word and Sacraments. There is therefore as 
good Authority to diltinguilh the Bilhops from 
the Presbyters as there is to have anyMinifters 
in the Church at all. For the Scripture no 
where poiiuvely fays you (hall appoint a par- 
ticular Order of Men to preach the Word, and 
adminifter the Sacraments, but we gather this 
Doctrine from the general Scope of the Nejv 
" Te'ltame'rit, 
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Teftament, (which often fpeaks of Elders and 
Rulers in the Church, andenjoynsan Obedi- 
ence to them) the Practice of the Apoftles, and 
the Obiervation of this Pradice by the whole 
Catholick Church in all Ages and all Countries, 
the Knowledge of which is defcended to us. 
And certainly, as * MeUnthon has very well • Lac, Cosnmun 
obferved, It is not fafe to admit any new Dottrint ^^p 1 ' 1 " 1 ^ 1 - 
for which we have received no Teflimony from the 
ancient Oiurch. By which Rule the Presbyte- 
rian Government can by no Means be allowa- 
ble, or indeed any other Church-Government 
than the Epifcopal, there being no Footfteps 
of any other Government in or after the Apo- 
ftles Days 'till the Times of Reformation i 
And then Presbytery was jfirft eftablifhed at 
Geneva by Calvin, more thro' Neceffity than 
Choice, and this was the firft beft Plea they 
had for it, as Mr. Hooker has (hewed in his Pre- 
fece to his Ecclefiafiical Polity. I mall therefore 
proceed to (hew that as we gather from divers 
Paflages of Scripture that there were two di- 
ftinft Orders of the Clergy, one to Preach and 
Adminifter the Sacraments, the other to Go- 
vern and Ordain the Miniiters, fo alfb that 
thefe two Orders have continued apparently 
diftinct from the Apoftles Days downwards. 
I name only thefe two Orders at prefent, be- 
caufe I purpofe to treat of the Deacons hereaf- 
ter by themfelves : They being apparently 
diftinguifhed from thefe [wo andlnferiour to 
both. 
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CHAP. V. 

That Bijbops and Priefts are diftintf Orders 
proved JromTeftimontes of the Qburch. 

TH E firft Teftimonies I fhall bring from 
the Authority of the Church and Primi- 
tive Fathers fhall be taken from Ignatius Bifhop 
of Antioch-, who fuffered Martyrdom within 
fourfcore Years after our Saviour's Afcenfion 
into Heaven. In his Epiftle to the TralHans 
he writes thus, He that's within the Altar is pure: 
wherefore alfo he is obedient both to the Bijhop and 
Presbyters. And again in the fame Epiftle, ye 
ought every one of you-, fays he, and chiefly the 
Presbyters to eherift your Bifhop. Writing alfo 
to the Magnefians, and having juft before fpo- 
ken of Damas their Bilhop, he from thence 
takes Occafion to exhort cm not to contemn 
their Bifiiops Age : But , fays he, pay him off 
Reverence according to the Will of God the Father-, 
as J know the Holy Presbyters do-, not looking upon 
the Youth that appears in him, but the Prudence 
which he has received from God- And to the Phil- 
adelphians he writes, Let the Deacons obey the 
Friers, and both Priejls and Deacons the Bijhop, 
the Bijhjp Chrifi, as Chrifl obeys the Father. So 
that I think there never was a plainer Diftin- 
ctton of Bifhops and Presbyters than is here 
made by this Reverend Father who was Con- 
temporary with the Apoftles. But the Pafla- 
ges wherein he diftinguifhes the Bifliops from 
the Presbyters are fb many that it would be a 
tedious Work to enumerate all of 'em, and 
one might almoft tranferibe half of his Genu- 
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ine Epiftles, and yet not Write all that he fays 
of Bilhops and Presbyters as diftinct Orders: 
And he hirafelf as * Evfebias teftifics, was the * -Lib. 1. c. 
Second Bilhop of Antioch after St. /Vr«y Evo- 1 **' 
<6'w immediately preceding, and Aftwi fiiccced- 
ing him in that See. Thefe Epiftles of his, as 
the lame Euftbius informs us, were written by 
him as he was palling from Syria to Home, in 
order to fuffer Martyrdom there by Order of 
the Emperor Trajan. A. D. 1 1 t- He had 
prefided over his Church almoft forty Years, 
whereby it is certain he converfed with fome 
of the Apoftles, perhaps with molt of 'em : 
For it is fcarce probable that he mould be ap- 
pointed "or Elefted Bifhop 'till he was forty 
Years of Age, and confequently mull be born 
before our Saviour's Death. Our Adverfaries 
have nothing to object againft this moft Reve- 
rend and ancient Father, but only that the 
Epiftles which bear his Name are forged, but 
they may as well charge Forgery upon any 
Book of that Antiquity now extant. For his 
Epiftles (I mean all thofe which are publiflied 
as his Genuine Works) are everyone menti- 
oned by Eufebittiy and cited by St- Pclycarp the 
Dilciple of St. Jehu and contemporary to Igna- 
tius himfelf, and by St. hemm, who was born 
before his Death, and Origin who was not a 
fall Century behind him. And as for the lit- 
tle Cavils made againft them or fome PafTa^es 
in them, they are all moft learnedly anfwered 
and the Honour of this Holy Martyr vindi- 
cated by FhjJuH, the Reverend Primate Arch- 
bithop "Vpierj and Dr. Pearfon late Lord Bilhop 
of Chtfier. 
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i_ib. j «p-j- St. Jretttus who lived very near the time of 

ht)T«p E "- St. Jgnatius, and was himfelf Bifliop of Lyons 
in an Age when it is allowed by the Learned 
Presbyterian*, that Bilhops were Superior to 
Presbyters, and therefore when he fpeaks of a 
Bifhop, mull be fuppofed to underftand the 
Superior by that Word, tells us, that He knew 
St. Polycarp, and was inftruUed by him and that 
be was constituted by the Apoftles Bifhop of Smymz. 

My next Teftimonies for Epilcopal Govern- 
ment, and for Bilhops as diftinft from Presby- 
ters (hall be taken from St. Cyprian Bifhop of 
■ Carthage who flourifhed not much above two 

t Ep. ej, hundred Years afterour Saviour's AfTenfion. -f 
He tells us, that our Lord himfelf etetted Apofiles, 
that is, adds he, Bifhops and Prelates. And in a 
Letter of his to Corw/«« Bifhop of Rome, upon 
Occafion of the Infblence of Felicifmtu and Fbr- 
twatus, two turbulent Presbyters who diltur- 
bed the Peace of that Church, he writes thus 

* Ep. ( S . * If it be fo, my dtareft Brother, that the Bold- 

nefs of evil Men is to be feared, and that what 
voided Perfotis are not able to compafs by Right and 
Equity they will effeU by Rafhnefs and Dtfpair, the 
Force of Epifcopacy, and the Sublime Divine Power 
of Church Government is loft, neither can we be or 
continue Chriftians any longer, if it come to this, 
that we muft be afraid of the Tbreatnings or Snares 
of Profligate Wretches. Thus you fee this Holy 
andAncientFather calls the Epilcopal Govern- 
ment Divine, and efteemed it fo necefTary to 
the Church ofclmft, that he judged it impof- 
fible for 113 to be Chriftians if the Epifcopal 
Authority was once contemned by Presbyters. 
And again writing to the Lapfed, that is fuch 
as had fallen away and renounced the Faith iq 

* ep =t- ii me 0 f perfecution, * Our Lord, fays he, whofe 

Precepts, 
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frecefts we ought to fear and obferve, fetling the 
Honour of the Bifhop and the State of the Church, 
fpeaks thus in the Gofpel, and fays unto Peter, / . 
fay unto thee thou art Peter, and upon this Rock 
will I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell fhaH 
not prevail againfi it ; And unto thee will I give 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatfbevef 
thou Jhalt bind on Earthy Jhall be bound in Heaven, 
and whatfoever thou fhalt loofe in Earth, jhall be 
loafed in Heaven. From thenceforxoards the Ordi*- 
nation of Bifhops, and the State of the Church has 
continued thro' all the Changes of Times and Sue- 
ctfftont, fa as that the Church is founded upon the 
Bifhop s, and every Ati of the Church is governed by 
them who arc its Prelates. Thefe Teftimonies 
fore are fufficient to (hew that St. Cyprian judg- 
ed that the Bifhop s from our Saviour's own Life- 
time here on Earth, had the chief Powers in 
all EccleGaftical Affairs, and that no other was 
equal to 'em. And that he did not think Pres- 
byters equal to 'em or the fame with 'em is 
molt certain, for he moll evidently diftin- 
guifhes the Bifhop from the Presbyters in his 
*f Epiftle to Aatonianm, concerning the Schifm t Ep. 
in the Church of Rome when N&vMianus was 
jitx. up by his Party in Oppofition to £>.t/«<j 
their true Bilhop. I wrote, fays he, to the Cler- 
gy of Rome, then without a Bifhop, and to the 
Gmfeffors, Maximus the Presbyter, cud -'"reft 
■Sshich were in Prifon with him- Nothing can be 
plainer than this Diftindtion, for ho fays they 
were without a Bifhop, and yet at the fame 
time Ipeaks of his Writing to Maximus the 
Presbyter. And the many Epiftlcs he writes 
to the Presbyters and Deacons of his own 
Church of Carthage, wherein he fpcaks of liim- 
felfas their Bifhop, and frequently expreffes him- 
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felf in an Epifcopa] Stile, with Authority, as 
we fay, are fufficient Evidences that thefe Or- 
ders of Bifhops and Presbyters were diftincl in 

* tp. (0. 11, i;. his Days. And in * three Epiftles together 
he condemns his Presbyters for not confider- 
ing the Honor and Obedience they owed tb 
the Bifhop who prefided over them. For fur- 
ther Satisfaction in this MatterandrooreProofe 
from this Father concerning the Difference be- 
tween Bilhnps and Presbyters I (hall refer to 

t e p . m, 3), as, the -|- Epiftles cited in the Margent. 

M\ St * Augvft'm in his Commentary on p [mint 

**,«,7j- 'XLV. 17. hfieadof thy Fathers thou Jhak have 
Children whom thou mayeft make Princes in all 
Loads-, has thefe words. What is the meaning 

of this, lnftcad of thy Fathers thou (halt have 
Children ? The Apojtles were ftnt as Fathers : 
Inftead of the jfyoftles Sorts are born to thee, they 
are made Bijhops : For from- whence are thofe Bi* 
jhops born that are now in the World ? The Church 
her felf vails them Fathers-, jhe bare them, fie hat 
placed them in the Seats of the Fathers. Do not 
then think thy felf dejerted, beCavfe thou feefi not 
Peter, becaufe thou feefi not Paul, becaufe thou 
feefi not thofe by whom thou waft Born : Oat of 
thine own Off-fpring thou hafi obtained a Father* 
hood. Inftead of thy Fathers-, Sons are bom to 
thee : Thou flialt make them Princes over all* the 
Earth- 

St. Jerom himfelf, the pretended Patron of 
the Presbyterians (as I fhall fhew hereafter) in 
the conclufion of his Epiftle to Evagrim, writ>- 
eth thus, What Aaron and his Sons, and the Le- 
vites did in the Temple, this the Bifnops, Fritfit 
and Deacons claim to themfelves in the Church : 
• That we may know that the Apofiolical Traditions 
were taken from the Old Tefianttnt. Afld that, " 

iht 
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the fafety of the Church defends on the Dignity of 
the Chief Priefis, to whom-, if a greater and more 
eminent Power was not given, there would be as ma* 
ny Schifms as Priefis. 

From the Testimonies of particular Perlbns, 
I will proceed to the Teftimony of whole 
Churches. I will begin with the ApoftolicaL 
Canons, which (as Dr. Beveridge has learnedly 
proved, in his Annotations on them ) were 
Conftitutions made by diverfe Councils held ia 
the fecond and third Centuries. They tell us 
that * a Bijhop Jhall he ordainedby two or three Bi- * On. x, » 
fliops: And a Presbyter and Deacon by one Bijhop. 
-f- That a Bijhofy Priefi, or Deacon muft not put t Cm. s. 
away his Wife under Pretence of Religion. * That * c*n, s. 
a Bijhop, Priefi or Deacon ought not to involve him- 
ftlf in fecular Affairs, f That a Priefi or Dea-\ cm. i ( . 
con leaving the Diocefs to which be belongs, and go- 
ing into another to dwell there without the confent of 
his Bijhop, and being reepdred by his Bijhop to re- 
turn, will not, fhall be Excommunicated. Indeed 
almoft all thefe Canons which are eighty five 
in Number have fomething in 'em mewing Bi- 
fhops and Presbyter to be diftindt Orders. The 
Council of Eliberis A. D. 305. mentions the 
three Orders of the Clergy in feveral Canons. 
* It forbids Bijhops, Priefi s and Deacons to leave* &n- 1S 
their Churches to exercife Merchandise. It de- 
clares, '\ That when any Perfon falls Sick, he $ C xn. u. 
ovght to be received into Communion by the Bijhop ; 
but if the Sichiefs be violent, the Priefi may grant 
him Communion, and even the Deacon-, if the Bi- 
jhop command him. The Council of Aries A. 
D. 314. * forbids one Bijhop alone to ordain ana-* Can.io,.- 
ther, and then immediately ftibjoias that neither 
Priefis nor Deacons ftiould rel'mquif> the Churches 
W which they were fixed by Ordination : that is, 
the 
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jhe Diocefs in which they were ordained. The 
general Council of Nice alfo fome few Years 
after this of Arks, makes a moft apparent Di- 
ftincHon between the Orders of Biftiop and 
Prieft, efpecillly where it exprefly Ordains 

t c*n is. that neither Priejis nor Deacons Jhall be received 

into another Church without the con f em of their Bi- 
fhof. 

The Novations which returned t6 theCommu- 
Iiion of the Church,, in their Recantation and 
Confeflioil, faid thefe \Vords : We are not, ig- 
norant that there is one God-, one Chr$-> one Holy 
Ghofl, one Bijhop in one Church~ . 

TheCotincil of Laodicea^A.t). 321.Can.4i. 
That no Clergy-man ought to travel without the aw-' 
Cent of his Bijhof. And Can. 56". That the Pref- 
byters ought 'not to go into the Church and fit in 
their Seats 'rill the Blihop come, and to go in with' 
the Bifhop. 

Hie Council of Gangra-, A. D. 526. If any 
have private Meetings out of the Church with- 
out their Presbyter be with- them, let them be 
Anathematized by the Sentence of the Bifhop. And 
Can. 7. If any will take or give of the Fruits of- 
fered to the Church-, without leave of the Bifhop, 
let him be Anathema* 

The Council of Antioch, A. D. 341. Can. 3. 
If any Presbyter or Deacon, leaving his own Pa- 
rijfi 7 jhall go to another ' 7 and refufe to return when 
his own Biihop pall fummon him-, let him be depof- 
ed. And Can. 22. That a Bithop ought not to 
ordain Presbyters or Deacons in another Bifhops 
Diocefe without his leave- 

The fecond great general Council at brnflan- 
tinople, A. D. 381. Ranks thofe with Hereticksj 
who-, tho they profefs the true Faith-, yet run into* 

Schifiriy 
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Schifm, md gather Congregations apart from, and 
in oppojition to our Canonical Bifhops. 

In the Council of Alexandria, A. D. 324. 
(as Socrates tells us in the firft Book of his Hi- 
ftory) CbUuthM a Prieft of that Church was con- 
demned for having pretended to Ordain one 
Ifchryas, and theOrdinatioh was declared to be 
mill and void. And Socrates further adds, that 
Ifchryai privately adventured upon an Action wor- 
thy of many Deaths, who having never been ordain- 
ed a Priefi,did thofe things that belong to the Fun- 
ctions of a Priefi. Yet if Ordination by Presby- 
ters had been valid in thofe early Days, Ifchryai 
had been as good a Prieft as any. 1 might foon 
fill a large Volume with Citations of this Na- 
ture out of Fathers and Councils within the 
four firft Centuries, for we have fcarce. any 
Writings of Antiquity which do not diftin- 
guifh thefe two Orders. 

The only Father of theChurch our Adverfa- 
ries pretend to be of their fide is St. Jerome : 
* and he himfelf, tho' in the Heat of his Paf- • up. j,.' 
fion againft the Roman Deacons, he exalts the 
Priefthood to almoft an Equality with Epifco- 
pacy, yet in the Height of his Anger allows 
the Bifhop a Power of Ordination, which he 
acknowledges the Priefts had not. f He alio t dm 
allows that the Bifhop has the only Right of 
adminiftring Confirmation. Yet it muft be 
confeffed, that St. Jerome does fay, * dim idem •Mk.yW. 
trat Presbyter qui & Epifcopus, that anci- J^™" * * 
ently Bifhop and Presbyter were the fame, 
but herein he plainly Oppofes all Antiquity 
and the Tradition of particular Churches con- 
cerning their Bifhops, and is perfectly lingu- 
lar in his Opinion : And it is mamfeft by the 
Allegations he brings in defence of his Judg- 
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ment in this Point, that it was grounded chief- 
ly on thofe Places of Scripture where Bilhops 
are called Presbyters or Presbyters Bilhops, 
and fo from Community of Name would argue 
Community of Order: But I hope this Argu- 
ment has been fufficiently anfwered already. 
And even St. Jerome, himfelf, allows the Di- 
ftinftion to have been made by the Apoftles 
themfcives for the Prevention of Schifros, 
when each one faid I am afp/tid, and I of Afol- 
los, and I of Cephas. If any further Anfwer be 
defired to St. Jerom's Authority I muft refer 
is, Sc 47«. to * Dr. Maurice's Book called, A Vindication 
of the Primitive Chiircb. And yet if no Other 
Reply could be given to it than only to lay 
St. Jerome was miftaken, I think it would be 
fufficient: for I know not why his Authority 
ihould weigh more with us than the Scriptures 
and Councils and all the Fathers befides. _ But 
Men will take hold of any thing to maintain an 
Opinion they are fond of. Yet after all, St. 
Jerome himklf (the great pretended Patron of 
Presbytery) denies not Bilhops to be of Apo- 
Aolical, and confequently of Divine Inftituti- 
on, and always paid to Bilhops that Obedience 
and Refpecr which was due from him to them, 
as he was a Presbyter. And for this Reaiba I 
qucftion not, none of his Contemporaries or 
others went about formally to confute him, 
becaufe, tho'he wasfomewhat particular in his 
Opinion, yet it had no Influence on his or any 
,other Bodies Practice to make them call off due 
Subjection to their Bilhops. 

For Modern Tcftimonies, lome of which I 
cannot forbear to produce, I fliall begin with, 
part of a Speech ofaGentleman who fufficient- 
ly declared himfelf a profefied Enemy to tha 
. jeftabUflied 
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eftablifhed Church of England, fince as * ^'^ 0 fi±. 
himfelf tells lis, he brought into the Houfe of ch« P .sj. 
Commons that which was commonly called 
the Root and Branch-Billy which was entituled 
An Ail - for the utter abolijhing and taking away of 
aS Archbijhops, BiJIwp, their Chancellors and Com- 
miffaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, 
Prebendaries, Canons, and all their -under Officers. 
His Words are theft •, " -f* They who deny t ibid. p. iJ7 ; 
w that ever any fuch Bilhops CThat is, Bifhops 
" prefiding over Presbyters] were in the bell 
w and pureft times ; I intreat fome one of 
" 'em ( if any Tuch be here ) to ftand up and 
u mew me, teach me how I may prove tha£ 
" ever there was an Alexander of Afacedon or 
w a Julius Gtfar or a William the Gmqueror in 
tt thertVorld. For, Sir, to me as plain it is, 
" that Bifiops Prcjtdent have been theconftant, 
" permanent, and perpetual Governors of 
K the Church of God in all Ages. And this 
" beingjnatter of Fa&, I do hope that Hifto- 
* rical Proof will be fufficient adequate Proof 
u in that which in its Fa& is Matter of Hifto- 
w ry. But Proofs herein are fo manifold and 
K clear, that I borrow the free and true Af- 
u fertion of a Worthy and Learned * Gen- 1*^ 1 *^*"? 
" tleman. It may he thought want of Will, rar %a ^[^ u p '' 
" ther than want of Light, which makes Men deny 
tt the Antiquity of Bijhoys in the primitive Times. 
" Therefore anfwer not me, but anfwer Igna- 
u tins, anfwer Clemens, TertuUiari, Iren&us, nay 
" anfwer the whole indifputed Concurrence 
" of the Afian, the European and the Affrican 
"Churches, All Ages, All Places, All Per- 
" fons : Anfwer I fay all thefe, or do as I do, 
" fubmit to the fufficient Evidence of a 
« Truth. AndTurely nothing but a moftde- 
G ? monftrative 
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monftrative Truth coiild have extorted fuch a 
Speech from a declared Enemy to all the Bi- 
ftiops in England, and a profefled Foe to the 
Hierarchy. But this is not all, fome pages 
• r. us. after in the fame Speech he fays : « * Parity 
" of Degrees in Church Government hath no 
M Foundation in Holy Scripture, and is as 
" abfonous to Reafon as parity in a State or 
" Family- Indeed it is a Fancy, a Dream, a 
" meer non Entity, it neither hath nor ever 
" had a Being. If it be any thing, it is ab- 
** folute Anarchifme, and that is nothing, 
w for Privation of Government is not a Go- 
a vernment. And then again he (hews that 
a BimopsOffice was perpetual,qot Temporary, 
t p. 144. m tne " : Words. * " But Sir, I have heard 
u fome among us fay, if then we mult have a 
" Bifliop, let him be like a Pylot, only for a 
«* Voyage : Let him be like your felf a Spea- 
" ker only for a Parliament. But I do affirm 
" ab initio non fvit fic ; your Bifhop of old was 
M not occafional, pro re nata and immediately 
rt degraded, nothing fo : But continued a 
" fixed, conltant, perpetual Moderator and 
61 Prefident for Life, urilefs 011 ted, for his 
" own Demerits. 

Calvin himfelf, the Founder of the Presbyte- 
t mftitut Lib. 4 rtm Government acknowledges, f That the Pref- 
a%.\. 9. i, 4- byters in every City chofe one to whom they fpecially 
gave the Title of Bifhop ; left Dijfentions (m is 
ufual) Jliould fpring from Equality- And a little 
after, fpeaking of the Inftitution of Archbifhops 
and Patriarch, he approves of this Regiment 
alfo, and fays exprefly, That theft old Bijhops 
did not frame any other kind of Government in the 
Church, than that which the Lord hath prefcribed 
in his Word. If it be asked why Calvin gave 
fuch 
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fiich high Teflrimonies to Epifcopacy, and yet 
fettled the Presbyterian Government in his 
Church, it may be anfwered, that as the State 
of Geneva then was, it was impoffibk to do 
otherwife As the Judicious Hooker (hews in 
his Preface to his Ecclefiaftical Polity, to 
which I refer thofe that require further Satis- 
fe&ion. So that the firft Presbyterian Govern- 
ment was not founded on Choice but Neceflity, 
becaufe, at the time of its Inftitution, no Re- 
formed Bifhop could be had at Geneva, or any 
conveniently be procured to Ordain oue. And 
therefore is juftifiable no longer than whilft 
there is fuch Neceflity. 

Bucer in his' Book de Regno Chrifii-, has theft 
Words. Now we fee by the perpetual Obfervation 
of the Churches-, even font the Apofiles themfelves-, 
•that it hath pleafed the Holy Ghofi, that among the 
Minifiers to whom the Government of the Church 
cfpeciaRy is committed-, one fbould have the chief 
Care both of the Churches and of the whole Miniftry, 
and that he Jhould go before aS other in that Care 
and Diligence. For the which caufe the name of 
Bifhop is peculiarly given to fuch chief Governor of 
Churches, &C. 

ChilUngworth, the great Champion of the 
Proteltant Religion agaioft the Papifts, has 
written alio a fhort Treatifc called the Apofto- 
lical Infiitution of Epifcopacy demonjtrated. The 
Subftance of which I have thought proper to 
tranfcribe in this Place. 

If we abfiratt from Epifcopal Government all 
Accidentals, and confrder only what is- Efential 
and Necejfary to it \ we foall find in it no more bur 
this : An Appointment of one Man of Eminent 
San&ity and Sufficiency to have the core of all the 
Churches within a" certain Precintt or Diocefs ; and 
G 3 fumijhing 
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fumifbing him with Authority (not abfotute or ar- 
bitrary-, but regulated and bounded by Laws, and 
moderated by joining to him a convenient number of 
Ajftfiants) to the intent that all the Churches vndtr 
him may be provided of good and able Pafiors .• jind 
that both of Pafiors and People, conformity to Laws, 
and performance of their Dutys may be required un- 
der Penalties not left to Difcretim, but by Lav ap- 
pointed. 

" Petrtu Molinaus in his Book de Munere Fa- 
" fiorali, purpofely written to defend the iV«- 
M byterian Government-, acknowledges, Tim 
u prefently after the Apofrles Time, or even in 
" their Time, as Ecdefiafiical Lfiftory witnejfetb, 
" it was ordained, That in every City one of the 
" Presbytery Jhould be called a Sijbep, who (hould 
" have Preheminence over his Collegve-s to avoid 
*' Confufton, which frequently arifetb from Equality, 
" and that truly this Form of Government all 
" Churches every where received* 

" Theodore Bexjt, in his Trad de Triplici E- 
41 pifcopatus genere, having diftinguiihed .Ef*^ 
" copacy into three kinds, Divine^ Humane and 
" Satanical *, and attributing, to the fecoad 
" (which he calls Humane, but we conceive 
" and maintain to be Apoftolical) not only a 
w Priority of Order, but a Superiority of 
" Power and Authority over Presbyters, boun- 
" ded yet by Laws and Canons provided a* 
« gainft Tyranny, He clearly confefes, that of 
" this kind of Epiftopacy is to be underfiood,What- - 
w foever we read concerning the Authority of 
" Bifhops in Ignatius and other more ancient 
u Writers. * 

" Certainly from thefe two great Defenders 
w of Presbytery, we mould never have had this 
w free Acknowledgment < fo prejudicial to 
"their 
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** their own Pretence, and fo advantageous to 
** their Adversaries purpofe) had not the evi- 
** dence of clear and undeniable Truth enfor- 
ct ced them to it. Then feeing Epifcapal Go- 
** vernment is confefiedly fo Ancient and fo 
" Catholick, it cannot with Reafon bedenied 
" to be Apoftolick. 

" For fo great a Change, as between p r ef- 
•" byterial Government and Epifcopal, could not 
" poffibly have prevailed all the World over 
" in a little Time. Had Epifcopal Goverh- 
M ment been an Aberration from (or a Cof- 
** ruption of) the Government left in the 
w Churches by the Apoftles, it had been very 
" ftrange that it fhonld have been received in 
** any One Church & fuddainly , or that it 
** fliould have prevailed in All for many Ages 
" after. ; 

w For what univer&l Caufe can be afligned 
" or feigned of this univerfal Apoftacy ? Can 
" it enter into our Hearts to think that all 
w the Presbyters and other Chriftians then be- 
" ingthe Apoftles Scholars, fliould be genc- 
" rally ignorant of the Will of drift touch- 
" ingtheNeceffity of a Presbyterial Government ? 
" Or dare we think them fo wicked all the 
U World over, as againft Knowlege and Con- 
" ieience to coafpire againft it ? Imagine the 
M Spirit of Diotrephes had entred intpfomeor 
" a great many of the Presbyters, and pof- 
u fcfled them with an ambitious Defire of a 
" forbidden Superiority, was it poffible they 
" flrould attempt or atchieve it at once, with- 
" out any oppolition or Contradiction ? And 
u befides that the Contagion of the Ambition, . 
** fliould fpread it felf and prevail withotit 
g flop or controul ; nay, without any Noife 
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" or Notice taken of it, thro' all the Churches 
" ia the World ^ All the Watchmen in the 
" mean time being lb faft Afleep, andall the 
" Dogs fo Dumb, that not fo much as one 
" fhould open his Mouth againfi: it; 

" When I mail fee all the Democracies and 
41 Ariftocracies in the World lie down and 
" Sleep, and awake into Monarchies ; then 
" will I begin to believe that Presbyterial Co- 
** vernment., having continued in the Church 
" during the Apoftles Times, fliould prefent- 
" ly after (againft the Apoftles Do&rine and 
" the Will of Chrifi) be whirled about like a 
" Scene in a Mafque, and be transformed into 
" Epifcopacy. In the mean time, while thefe 
" things remain incredible, and to Humane 
" Reafon impolfible, I hope I (hall have leave 
" to conclude thus. 

" Epifiopal Government is acknowledged to 
u have been univerfally received in theChurch 
" prefently after the Apoftles Times. 

" Between the -Apoftles Times, and that 
" prefently after, there was not time enough 
"for, nor pofiibility of fb great an Altera. 
« tion. 

" And therefore, there was no fuch.Alte- 
" ration as Is pretended. And therefbre Epif* 

• " copacy being confeffed to be fo Antient ^ad 
" Cathdkkj mull be granted to be alfo Apbfla- 
" lick- Quod erat Vemoxfirantltm. :, - 

• n; iTT.retio . * Grotius alfo who can by no means be fup- 
?U™£«ft. P° fcd Partial to Epilcopal Government, af- 
cucw.fi. _ ierts, that, *' ••Epifcopacy had its Beginning in 
. ■" the Apoftolical times, This is teftified by 
, " the Catalogues of Bifliops left us by 
M Enfebius^ .Socrjttes, Tbepdoret, and Others, 

* who ellrjbfgin from $he Apoftolical Age. 

"But 
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' But to den-aft from the Faith of filch Wri- 
' ters and fo agreeable to one another in their 
' Afiertions in an Hiftorical Matter is the 
4 part only of an irreverend and obftinate- 
1 Mind. It is as much as if you mould deny 
* that to be true which all the Roman Hiftories 
1 deliver, that the Confular Authority begun 
upon the driving out t;he Tarquins. But a- 
gainletus hear Jerome, The Presbyters of A- 
t lexandria, fays he, from Mark the Evangelift, 
always chafe one whom they placed in a higher 
Degree among themfelves, and called him Bijhop. 
' Mark died tfie eighth Year of Nero,.xa whom 
' (St. John the Apoftle yet living,; fucceeded 
Anianus, to Anianus AbdiW-. to Ahilitts Cerdo, 
' the fame Apoftle yet furviving . Simon ("after 
' the Death of fames') became Bifhop of Jeru- 
' falem, and after the death of Peter and Paul, 
' limn, Anacletus and Clemens, were Bilhops of 
Rome fuccemvely : And Evodiics, and after 
1 him Ignatius, held the See of Antioch. Such 
' Antiquity furely is not to be defpifed to 
' which filch Men give their Teltimonies, as 
' Ignatius, the Contemporary of the Apoftles, 
Juftin Martyr and Irenms, whofe own Words 
' I need not tranferibe. Now indeed, fays Cy- 
' Orion, Bijhops are cotlflitvted in all Provinces, 
' and in all Gties. This Bilhop is of approved 
' Divine Right, or as Bucer fays, It feemed 
' good to the Holy Ghoft 'that one among the 
' Presbyters fhould have a lingular Care of all. 
' The Divine Apocalyps affords an irrefra- 
1 gable Argument to this AiTertion : Chrifi 
' himfelf commands to be written to the feven 
' Angels of the Afiatich Churches. They who 
' by the feven Angels underitand the feven 
' Churches do manifeftly contradict thefacred 
' Writ. 
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' Writ. It is ftrange how far the love of 
» Contradiction can draw Men, fo as- they dare 
« confound what the Holy Ghoft has fo plainly 
« diftinguilhed. We deny not but the Name 
' Angel in a general Senfe may be in fomeMea- 
« fure adapted to every Paftour : But here is a 
' manifeft Direction to one in every Church. 
« Was there therefore but one Paftour in a 
« City ? No furely. For in St. Paul's time 
' there were many Presbyters in Efbtfus ap- 

* pointed to feed the Church of God. Why 

* then were Letters fent to one in eachChurch 
' if no one had a more peculiar and more emi- 
t nent Function ? Under the Name of Aagel, 
« fays Augufiihe, the Prelate of the ChurCh it 
« praifed, Jerome calls them Angels frefidirtg in 

* the Churches. 

Then he gives us the Teftimonies of BuBtn- 

gcr, Marhrat, Bezjt and Reynolds who all ack- 
nowledge thefe Angels to be Bifhops. And 
proceeds to fhewalfothatTtwwffcy and Tim* and 
diverfe others were Bifhops properly fo called 
and conftituted by the Apoftles themfelves. 
And hefayspofitively, that ' thofewhich think 
' »Epifcopacy repugnant to God's Will, muft 
« condemn the whole Primitive Church of 
' Folly and Impiety. He tells us alfo ' that 
' vaft Advantages have accrued to theChurch 
' by Epifcopucy, as the Hiftories of all times 
1 manifeft. And'here again, fays he, I wiH 

* bring him for my Witnefs, who of all the 
6 Ancients leaffc favoured the Bifhops, that is 
6 Jerome: Thro all the World, fays'lx, itwafdp- 
1 creed that for the avoiding Schifms and Content- 
' tions, one Jhould be chofen out of ike Presbyters 
' and ftl over the reft. And elftwhere : The 
' Safety of the Cmerch conftfts in the Dignity of the 
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1 chief Pricit-, that is the Bijhop, to whom if there 

* was not given a Superemimnt Power over all, 

* there would he as many Schifms in the Churclr as 

* Priejis. The lame is alfo inculcated by 

* Cyprian whence proceed Schifms and Hercfits, un- 

* left whiifi the Bijhop veho is but one and is over 
' the Church is contemned by the proud Prefumption 
' of fome ? Neither are fingle Churches only 

* preferred from Schifms by the prefidency of 

* one, but as the fome Cyprian fays, the Catholick 

* Omrch is hit together , by this Band of Priefis 

* united to one another. For by the Bifhops 

* Letters of Communion to each other an A- 

* greement was preferved throughout the 
c World. Indeed Cretins immediately after 
all this does fas he was obliged to do living in 
Holland) pretend to defend the Presbyterian 
Parity, (a) His firft Argument is that Epif- m ibid, s ■■>. 
copacy is founded only upon Apoftolical Ex- 
ample, not on any particular Precept of Chrift. 

But his Presbyterian Brethren here in England 
fey (if) that fome Scripture Examples in Matters (t) Divine Right 
of Religion are obligatory to Chrifiians, as Patterns jJjJijS b* 
and. Rules-, which they are hound in Confcience to f U ndry Mtniftcm 
follow and imitate. And thofe A&s which are pro- '^ L " u{m - 

1 1 ■ <* - ti i- 1 1 Printed 1 <i<*' 

founded m Scripture as Patterns or Examples, that p. 12, w 
we fhould ail the like Good , or avoid the like 
13, are an obligatory Law to its. And thefe 
Rules they bring to prove that we muft always 
preferve that Church Government which was 
ufed by the firft Chriftians in the Scripture 
times. Then again this great Man pretends 
that it was not univerfally obterved that there 
fcoald be but one Bilhop in a City. For Epi~ 
phanius foys this Cuftom was firft fettled at 
Alexandria ; There was not, fays he, at Alexan- 
dria twoBijbops at in other Cam. By which one 
'v ■ Inftance 



^Google 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



92 That Bijbops and Priefis are diftinct Orders, Cap. V. 

Inftance we may fee to what pitiful Shifts 
great and extraordinary Men for Parts and 
Learning are put when they are obliged to 
defend a weak Caufe. Epiphanim treating of 
Herelies takes occafion to tell us that the He- 
reticks, becaufe they would feem to be the 
true Church, would have their Bifhops as well 
as the Orthodox : From whence it came to 
pafs that in every City there were two Bi- 
lhops, one Orthodox and Catholick, another 
Heretical, or at leaft Schifmatical, only the 
Church of Mexandria was fo happy as to have 
no Heretical or Schifmatical Bifnop, only one 
Orthodox and Catholick. Yet from this PaF 
fage partially cited would he prove that there 
were many Bifhops in a City originally and 
confequently the Power of fuch Bifhops no 
more than that of Presbyters : Forgetting 
that he had juft before proved from St. Cyprian 
that a Biflwp is but one in a Church. Indeed he 
does prove afterwards that there were fome- 
times two Orthodox Bifhops in a City, but he 
does not prove 'em both to have equal Autho- 
rity. It is allowed by all that Bifhops may 
have Affiitants of their own Order, wherefore 
our Bifhops in England are allowed fuch by Aft 
of Parliament, whom we call Suffragans. But 
this proves no Equality between Bifhops and 
Presbyters. 

His laft Argument which is only to (hew 
that fome reformed Churches were neceffitated 
upon feveral Accounts to have no Bifhops for 
a time, may be admitted in fome Meafure. 
ro.fefap.6n Efpecially when he fays that {c) He is of Boats 
Sea u. Mind and thinks the ancient Order ought to be re- 
fiored, when the Ruins of the Church are repaired. 

It was certainly this Learned Maps Intereft to 
Mve 
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have defended Presbytery more heartily if he 

could have done it : He faid as much as the 

Caufe will really bear; And it was not his 

Inclination but the Right of the thing it felf 

caufed him to argue moft ftrongly for Epifco- 

pacy even where his purpofe was to jullify, a- 

nother Government. He was certainly a 

Great and a Good Man, and our Adverfaries 

have no Reafon to except againft his Teftimo- 

ny, fince it is plain, he was of their fide as much, 

as his Learning and Conference would give 

him leave to be. 

The late Right Reverend and moll learned 
Bilhop of Wercefier Dr. Stilling fleet? (d) in his of) ch. ». p. 77- 
Treatife of the Antiquities of the Britijh Churches, 
amongft many other Arguments to prove that 
Epifcopal Goyernment was originally eftabli- 
flied in this Church of Great Britain,, even as 
early as Chriftianity.it felf ('and that he proves 
to have-been fetled here in the Apoftks Days, 
and probably by St. Paul himfelf) ufes this as 
One, viz. That there is no other Church in the 
Chrifiian World which derived from the Apoftles., 
which had not a Succeffon of Bijhops from them too ; 
And we cannot trace the Hifiory of other Churches 
farther than we can do that of their B'$iops> And 
(t) Tertullian puts the Proof of ApoftolicalM DePr*£r: 
Churches upon the Succeffions of Bifhops from ldir *" aEr ' c >2 ' 
the Apoftles : which were a fenjlefs way of pro- 
ceeding, ■unlefs it were taken for granted [even in 
that early Age of Chriftianity, within an 
Hundred Years of the Apoftolical Times} that 
where-ever the Apoftles flouted Churches they ap- 
pointed Bilhops to take care of them- The confe- 
quent of this is that there were Bifhops in 
Britain upon the firft eftablifliment of a Church 
here. For, as he adds a little after, (f) altho\if> p- 

we 
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ipe cannot deduce a lineal Succeffion of Bifcops as 
they could in other Churches where Writings were 
preferved, yet ajfoon as thro 3 the Churches Peace 1 
they come to have htercovrfe with foreign Churches 
(as in the Council of Aries) they appeared with as 
proportionable number if Bi/hops with thofe of 
other Provinces ; And their Sucetffton was not in 
the leajl difputed among them, they Subfcribmg td 
the Sentence and Canons as others did. And what 
Canons did then fafs-, did, no doubt-, as much con- 
cert the Britilh Churches to obferve, as any other 
Churches who fe Bilhqps were there prefent. And 
amongft thofe Canons there enacted, there were 
fome which related to Bifhops and Prieffs as 
diftinct Orders : A fare Argument that they 
were in that early Age efteemed as foeh irf 
thefe Ghnrches as well as in other Parts of 
Chriftendom. 

I cannot here forbear to recite the Word* 
of the Reverend Dr. Maurice upon this Occa- 

d) pjg. »». **° n > wno * n *" s (i) Vindication of the Primitive 
Church in anfwer to Mr. Baxters Church Hiftory 
thus exprefles himfelf. if the Presbyterian Pa* 
rity had any place in the Primitive times, as fome 
do imagine, it mufi needs have been an intolerable 
hind of Government-, fince all on a fudden it woe 
vmverfaHy abolifhed ; A muff have given firange 
occafion of O fence., when all the Chrijtian. Churches 
of the World jhould confpire to abrogate this Polity, 
and to defiroy all the Memory and Footfieps of it-, 
fo that in the lamentable Difiratiions which the 
Church fell into afterwards wider Bijhops, none 
fhovld fo much as propofe this Way of Relief, by re 
turning to their ancient Government. 
' We may certainly defy all our Adverfaries 
to fhew a time when there was a Church in any 
Part of the World that was not governed by 
Bifliops 
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Bilhops till Farel and Frummim drove out their 
Bifhop from Geneva about two Hundred Years 
ago. Indeed (h) St. Augvftin does fpeak of f*) tib. di h*: 
one Aer'm a Presbyter, who taking it ill that fca - 
lie could not be made a Bifhop fell into the 
Jrian Herefy to which he added feveral Opi- 
nions of his own, amongft which, one was that 
a Presbyter might to be diftinguijhed from a Bifhop 
in nothing. The feme is mentioned by ( i) E- o> h». 7s : 
fifhanius who was his Contemporary, and is 
reprefented by him as little better than aMad- J 
man. He was vexed to fee that his Compa- 
nion and Fellow-Student Eufiathisu had gotten 
the Bifhoprick of SebaJHa which he aimed at, 
and therefore difparaged the Order he could 
not obtain. He was an Heretick and an in- 
inconliderable one too : (1 do not mean that 
his Herefy was inconfiderable, but only his 
Profely tes and Followers. J And if our Adver- 
saries think his Do&rines ought to be followed 
in one Point, perhaps fbme of 'em may in a- 
nother alfo. And I am afraid if the Church of 
England mould ever loofe this Primitive Go- 
vernment by Bifhops it would loofe its Primi- 
tive Do&rine too, and change Chrifiianity for 
Sacinianifm, an Herefy if poffible worfe than 
Arianifm, and which has at this time infedted 
many of the Churches Enemies, who labour 
to overturn Epifcopacy, that they may more 
eafily vent their Do&rines, and at lcalt get 
their Principles to be tolerated. For "'tis obfer- 
vable, (k) fays Dr. Maurice, that in thefe last rt.) »;«dic«; 0 D. 
Ages there have been no Herttich who have not?' 131 ' 
liSewift been Anti-Epifcopal , And at the fame time 
that they become Enemies of the Truths they declare 
War agamfi the Bijhofs who are the Guardians of it. 
And there mrc more Herefiet fiarted here in the 
- fpaee 
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fpace of four Tears after Bijlttps had been laid afide, 
(ifEAwavds reckons right in his Gangrana) than 
have been known in the Vniverfal Church from the 
Foundation of it to' thai time- 

And it is no lefs worthy oar Obfervatton, 
that thofe who fer up againft all Revealed Re- 
ligion, and Teem to aim at the Introduction of 
Atheifm bvDeifm are no lefs Anti-Epifcopil than 
our Schifmmcks or Hereticks- The Infamous 
Authorof the Bookfalfely entitnled the Rights 
b) ch»r- 9 - °f Chriftian Church beftows one (V) whole 
Chapter of that Scandalous Treatife in an 
endeavour to overthrow the Divine Right of 
Epifiopacy. Indeed, as long as Epifcopacy con- 
tinues, thefe fort of Men can have no hopes 
of makingtheir molt pernicious Principles to 
be received in the World. This is as good as 
confefIed by the Author of the TitrJcifb^y: A 
Man who under the Difguife of a Mahometan 
has taken occafion to undermine Chrifiianity in 

its molt fundamental Articles, and whilft, he 
, would appear a Bigot for the Alcoran, endea- 
vours to expofe that as well as the Gofpel, and 
plainly Difcovers himfelf an Infidel as to all 
Revealed Religion-, and to be indeed a mecr De- 
VJ7 k ' S im ^ ovf t * 1 ' s Gent ' emerl in a (h) Letter to the 
p. i «. Mufti (as is pretended^ (hews plainly that 
there is no fubverting Chrifiianity, till Epifco- 
pacy is firft abalifhed. « The Chriftian Church, 
1 fays he, feems to be a Stately Building, 
' whereof Prelacy is the Corner Stone ; if this 

* were removed air would fall to the Ground. 
x That which they call the Hierarchy; if it 
c could once be diflblved or pulled down, we 

* mould foon fee all Chriftcndom laid in Ruines. 
' This Hierarchy, is a Gradual Subordination 
1 of Archbijhops, Bifhops and Prieftf, the Infr- 

* riour 
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' riour depending on the Superiour, and all 
4 deriving theirOrdersandDignities from their 

* chief Patriarchs. Thcfe are the Links which 1 
1 compofe that Chain, that feftens Cbri/teitdom 

* together ; were this once Broke the United 

* Intereft of Europe would foon fall to Pieces. 
' The way mult be by beginning at the lower- 

moft Link i ' could but the Prielts be ren- 
1 dred Independent on the Bifhops-, and on each 

* other, it would be a fair ftep to the Difman- 
' tling of the Outworks, thefe Priefts drawing 

* infinite numbers of People after them; as it 

* is apparent in Geneva-) Holland-, Swijferlandand 
1 other Places, where they have quite Aboli- 
' ftied the Order and Authority of Bifbops And 

* it is obfervable, that none of thefe foremen- 
1 tioneti Countries fince that time, have ever 

* been Inftrumental in oppofing the Victorious 

* Arms of the Ottoman Empire; as if with the 
' downfel of Epifcopacy, the Charm were diffi- 
1 patej&,. which had for fotne Ages precipi- 

* tated thefe Nations (among others,) to a rath 

* and obftinate refinance of that Force, which 

* is deftined by Fate to Conquer and Reform 
1 the World. Weigh well this thought, and 
4 thou wilt find that the Order of Bijhops is 
c Eflential and necenary to the good Eftatc of 
' Chrifimdom^ and that the only way for the 
1 Muffulmans to undermine all Europe will be 
1 to fapplant this Order, and introduce an £c- 

ciefiaftical Independency among the" Priejis-, 
e by whichmeanseveryonefhallafTumeto him- 

* felf, not only his proper Fragment of the 

* Tora Dignity, but the whole Fundamental 
1 Power ofa Biflnp ; taking upon him to do 
■ thofeQffices which before it wasnotaccount- 
1 ed lawful for any but a Mitred Head to per- 
il * form. 
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1 form. Hence in time will follow inaame* 

* rable Inconveniencies, Diftafts and Broils ) 
c and perhaps as many Scbifms as thereare par- 

* ticular Priefts to Head them : Since every 

* one will be apt to think himfelf capable of 

* dictating to all the reft, and judge it below 

* him to receive the Law from any. Thus will 
c there be a clear Stage for Ambition, Avarice 

* and Luft to ad their parts on ; and when 

* by the Craft of defigning Men, the Super- 

* ftition of Bigots, and the Eafinefs of the 

* Credulous, the greateft part mail be fo d*- 

* vided, that it will be difficult to find two 

* Men of the feme mind in Articlesoi Faith ; It 
6 will then be eafy, either by the Intelligible 

* Reafons of the Alcoran, or the more cogens 

* Arguments of the Sword, to plant the tme 

* and undefined Faith in theft Countries. 
The Truth is, this thought of his defcrves, 

as he lays, to be well weighed, not out of fear 
of Muffulmen, (who, God be thanked, are yet 
at a good diftance from us,) but with Refpeft 
to his Brethren the Drifts, for whofe fake the 
Book was Written^and who are wife enough 
to fee tint there is no overthrowing thriftU- 
xity without beginningatfpi/coprfcy, and there- 
fore in all their efforts for the Introduction of 
Infidelity they fail not to make fome Reflect- 
ions on the Hierarchy : For could they once 
get that Obftacle removed, they might pof- 
fibly have fome fair hopesof fucceedingin their 
Defigns. 

Erafttu alio, who wrote his Thefts and the 
Gtnfirmation of them (as he tells us himfelf in 
his Preface) with a Defign to fhew that the 
Magistrate was vefted with ail Spiritual as mi at 
Temporal Power, which is in effed to Jay that; 

all 
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alt Religion is derived from the Matiftrate : 
Afid confequently if the Magiftrate be not a 
Cbriftian there can be no Body to prelide over 
4ndto take care of the Church, or to put its 
laws in Execution. Whence it neceflarily 
follows that there can be no revealed Reli- 
gion, unlefs the Revelation be committed to 
Sie Magiftrate. Now it is plain from the 
Scriptures that the chriflian Religion was not 
cMnmitted to the Temporal Powers tobePnb- 
IUhed to the World, but to tweivepoorFifher- 
fflen and fome others, who had no manner of 
Temporal Authority, nor ever pretended to any: 
Bat it is plain that thefe Men and their Suc- 
cellbrs exercifed a Spiritual Authority, even that 
of Excommunication, not only without any 
Commiffion from, but alfo againft the Will 
and direfl Prohibition of the Supreme Powers 
then in being, who forbid the Exercife of 
that Religion' for three Hundred Years to- 
gether. • The confequence of which is, that 
tftfe Chrifiian Religion was for fo long time a 
falfe Religion : And if it was fo then it mufl 
be fo ftilh lince there has been no new Reve- 
lation of it lince Sovereign Princes embraced 
it. For which reafon 1 cannot but rank Era- 
fins (how much foever he may pretend to Chri- 
stianity) amongft the Writers for Diifm. And 
he plainly declares himfelf an Enemy to Epif- 
copacy, and maintains the Parity of Ecdejiafticdi 
Minifters. Tellingusin his Sixty third Theiis, 
'that he thinks it very evident from the Writings of 
the Apofttes Peter and Paul, that Minuter, Bi- 
ihop, and Presbyter (if by that name m under* 
ftand the Office and not the Age of any Perfon) 
vert in the Apofiles time the very fame. Fof 
without Difpute he faw plainly that if hi 
H i Ihould" 



Co gle 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



ioo That Bijbops and Vriejts are dijlintl Orders,Ca.y.V. 

Jhould allow any Difparity amongft Ecclefia- 
fticks, that would neceflarily overthrow his 
Irreligious Hypothecs. 
(,i Ri S ht SO f tV e (a) A late Scandalous Author of the fame 
Um«h,p.i7&- Stamp with the two former, tells us, that it 
was the Opinion of Archbifh'op Cranmer (whom 
he truly Stiles that^mrr Reformer andghrious 
Martyr) that he that's appointed Bijhop or Priefi 
(between whom-, he lays, there was no Difiinfiion) 
needs no Consecration by the Scripture, for EleUion 
or appointing thereunto is fuffcient. This he pre- 
tends was delivered in Writing at a Confult 
of the molt Eminent Divines of this Nation, 
A- D- 1540. But if Archbifhop Cranmer did 
ever deliver a Paper containing any fuch 
Doftrine as his Opinion, it is very certain that 
it mult be before he hadconfidered the Point, 
for it is indifputable that he was afterwards 
of another mind when he Stibfcribed to Dr. 
Leyghtons Pofition, and declared under his 
tt) Colleft «f Hand, (b) That a Bifhop hath Authority from 
Rt.or.is in the Cod in Scripture, as his Min'tfier to make a Priefi., 
ji^pofTr'^'^d that he had not read that any other Man had 
H.ft of the Re- Authority to make a Priefi by Scripture, or knew 
^'^lio. 1 '* a "y E xam fa thereof- And that there is a Confe- 
tration required as by Impofition of Hinds. For fo 
we be taught by the Enfample of the Apofiles- 
Wlio were made Bifiiops and' Pricfis by Chrifi, 
and after them the Seventy two Difciples were made 
Priefis. And that this was his conftant fettled 
Opinion appears evidently from his Sermon of 
the Authority of the Keys, publifhed hyhimfelf 
above Seven Years after his Subscription to 
Dr. Leyghton's Pofition. This excellent Ser- 
mon is"in fol. 226, of his Book entituled CA- 
TECn\SM\JS,Tlmtistofay, afhort Jnfirultion 
into Cmifiian RcUg'tM, &c. by the mofi Reverend 
Father 
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Father in God, Thomas Archbijhop of Canten- 
bury, primate of all England and Metropolis 
tane. Gualterut Lyme excudebat. I 548. This 
Book is Dedicated by the Archbiihop to King 
Edtvafd VI. and in his Epifile dedicatory he tells 
his Majeft.y, he wrote it with a Defign to inftrucl 
the Touth of the Realm, thereby to help forward the- 
Reformation ; and in his Preface he declares, he 

defigncd it for a Jhort uniform Iajtrutlion of Chil- 
dren and young Men, to prevent fundry and diffe- 
rent Formt of Infiruttion, which otherwife would 
happen, if every fcverai Pafior were left to devife 
a Form for his own Floch The Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Hickei has done that Juftice and 
Honour to the Memory of this great Prelate 
as to Reprint this Sermon, in a Preface which 
he wrote to a Book eatituied The Divine Right 
of Epifcopacy ajferted, &c. Printed for Richard 
Sare at Grays-Inn-Gate in Holborn, 1708. 

In this AdmirableSermon, from Rom. 10.13, 
14, 15. he teaches us, ' Firit, that it is ne- 

< cefiary to our Salvation, to have Preachers 

< and Minifters of God's molt Holy Word, 

< to inftrua us in the true Faith and Know- 

• ledge of God. Secondly, that Preachers 

< 'mult not run to this'high Honour, before 
c they be called thereto, but they mult be 
c ordained and appointed to this Office, and 

• fent to us by God. Again, the Teachers, 

< except they be called and fent, cannot fruit- 
1 fully Teach. ThereforeGodcalled Preachers 
t and fent them, and gave them lnltruftions 

< what they (hould do, and fpeak to us in his 
. Name. And our Lord Jtfin Chrifi when he 
■ began to Preach, did call and choofe his 
i twelve Apoftles, and afterwards, belides 

thofe Twelve, he fent forth threefcore and 
«' •• II 3 ' ™ 
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1 Ten Difciples, and gave them Authority to 

* Preach the Gofpel. And after Chrift's At- 

* cenfion the Apoftles gave Authority to other 
« Godly and Holy Men, to Minifter God's 

* Word. And they that were fo ordained, 

* were indeed, and alfo were called ti^e Mi- 

* nifters of God as the Apoftles themfelves 

* were, as Paul-, faith unto Timothy. And fo 

* the Miniftration of God's Word (which oqr 
s* Lord Jefus Chrifi did firft Inftitute) was dj- 

* rived from the Apoftles unto others after 
4 them, by Impofition of Hands, and giving 
4 the Holy Ghoft, from the Apoftles time "to 

* our Days. And tmVwas the Confecration, 

* Orders and Unction of the Apoftles, wherer 
1 by they at the beginning made Uifhops and 
4 Priefts, and this fhall continue in the Church 

* unto the Worlds end. This is the fubirance 
of what is contained in this Sermon that re- 

' lates to my prefent purpofe, and which I have 
Tranfcribed as near as might be in the Arch- 
bifhop's own Wordsl And if we coinpare 
this with his Subfcription to Dr. Leyghtons 
Paper we mail plainly find that his Opinion 
was" the fame as to Epifcopacy when he Fub- 
lifhed this, as when he Stiblcribed to the other. 
In that Paper he acknowledges, that by the 
Scripture no other Man had Authority to make a 
Pr'tcft but a Bijhop : And that the Apoftles were 
made Biftofs and Priefts by Chrift. "And here he 
aflertS that the Apoftles having received this Au- 
thority from Chrift, made alfo Bifhops and Priefts 
("not Jtijfiops or Priefts as one and the lame Or T 
der, but Biftops and Priefts as two diftinct Or- 
ders) as an unchangeable htftitution to continue is 
the Church unto the end of the World' In the 

Paper he fays, that the Apoftles were made Bi~ 
jhps 
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Jhops and Priefis by Chrifi, and that after them the 
Seventy two Difciples were made Priefis- In the 
Sermon, that Chrift did call and choofehis twelve 
Apoftles-, and afterwards, befides thofe twelve, . he 
fiat forth . Three/core and ten Vifciples, and gave 
them Authority to Preach the GofpeU In the 
Sermon then, as well as the Paper he makes a 
plain Diftin&ion between the Apoftles an4 
Seventy Difcipjes. And from what follows 
in the Sermon, where he tells us that this was 
the Ortfecration, Orders and Vnttion of the Apo- 
fiUi whereby they at the beginning made Bijhops and 
Priefts^ xt is manifeft that he judged the Apo- 
ftles to be of an higher Order than the Se- 
venty, fince he neither laid or could fay that 
the Seventy ordained others either Bilhops or 
Priefts as the Apoftles did : And confequently 
that his opinion in the Sermon was the fame 
as when he Signed that Paper of Dr. Leyghton y 
that the Apoftles were as well Bijhops as Priefis y 
and therefore had Authority to ordain others, but 
that the Seventy were only Priefis, and therefore 
had no Authority to ordain or Commiffim any other- 
And from the Preface to his Sermon it is alfo 
evident that he thought this to be a neceflary 
Do&rine in which all Paftors ought to inftruct 
the Children and Youth of their Parifh. And 
without doubt if care were taken that all Chil- 
dren and Youth might be taught this Do&rine, 
it would be a molt excellent means to pre- 
vent their being drawn away by fuch as have 
not received this Divine Epifcopal MifDon to 
Authorize them to Preach the Gofpel, or to 
exercife any part of that Power which Chrift 
committed to his Apoftles and to the Bilhops 
and Priefts ordained by them -and their un-. 
doubted Succeflbrs. And this may eafily be 
Ji f done 
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done when we Expound to them the Church 
Catechifm, and inftruft them in that part of 
our Duty to our Neighbour, which- teaches Snb- 
miflion to all our Governovrs, Teachers, spiritual 
Pafiors Mid Mafters. I have been thejtriore-par-* 
ticular in this Matter, that 1 might convince 
my Reader that our prefent Divines. of the 
Church of England do not at all. deviate from 
the avowed Principles of our ifirft Reformers 
in ftrenuoufly defending the Divine unalterable 
Rights of Epifiopacy, this having been the po- 
fkive declared opinion of that great Man and 
glorious Martyr who was the Srft and chief 
Inflrument in our Happy Reformation, and 
which he Publilhed as' a po&rine -neeeflary to 
be taught by all Paftors for the uniform In- 
ftrudtion of Children and Youth. ; 
' There are fome who pretend that the Pref- 
hyterian Government was Originally in the Church 
of Scotland: And that ill the fecond Century or 
beginning of the third, there was a Church 
formed in that Kingdom without Bijhdps, and 
that it continued for fome Hundreds of Years. 
Setden makes a long Duleration upon this Snb- 
, )ect in his Preface to the Decern Scriptores., pubA 
limed by. Sir Roger Twtfdett. That great and 
learned Antiquary, thinking himfejf to have 
been ill tifed by fome of our Bifhops, who 
brought him into the Higk-commiffton Court for 
his Book of Tithes, endeavoured in part to re- 
venge himfelf upon them, by defixoying (if he 
could) the divine Right of Epifcopacy, with a 
Story of the Scotch Gddees. A Fable invented 
by the Monks (whofe Brains wei*e always fruit- 
ful to bring forth what might any ways ad- 
vance their own Honor, as-this cer tairily was, 
which fets' their Order above Bilhops) and has 
; ' ' no£ 
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not one Author to vouch it, who lived within, 
A Thonland Years of the time when it is pre- 
tended that t\us:Mmkijk Presbyterian Government 
was ere&ed. However we are told, that there 
were Monks in a Monafiery of the IJle of Hy, cal- 
led otherwife Jona or IcolmkiU, who where there 
fettled in the firfi Ages of the Churchy and tho they 
were but meer Presbyters (the Abbot hifnfelf being 
obliged to be of that Order and none other) yet exer* 
cifed all Epifcopal JurifdiSlion- And that from this 
Jfland were certain ft Perfons eleBed who were fent 
our, by the Abbot and other Presbyters in the Mo- 
nafiery, as Btjbops to govern the feveral Dioccfes of 
Scotland. And that this Way of Church-Govern- 
ment continued till about the Tear 1 1 lo, when Tlir- 
gOtUS being canonical^ confecrated Bifhop of Sr. 
Andrews, the Power and Authority of the Abbot 
and Monks of Hy was transferred to that See. But 
this Tale is mofl apparently fictitious, and 
cannot appear otherwife to any one who is ac- 
quainted with the Conftitution of the Church 
in all other Parts of the World in the primi- 
tive Times. But I had almoft forgot one ma- 
terial Paflage of this Story : which is. That 
about the Tear of our Lord 410. Palladius wJf 
fent by Pope Cceleftine to the Chrifiian Scots, be- 
ing firfi ordained by him Bijhop of that Church: And 
thus Bifhops of they are diftinct from Presbyters firfi 
came into Scotland. But St. Columba, who Med 
about the latter end of the fixth Century, refiored 
the Authority of the Culdees whom he refettled in t 
the Monafiery o/Hy, and was himfelf the firfi Ab- 
bot of it after its Authority was thus refiored. This 
additional Paflage more plainly difcovers the 
whole to be a Monkilh Forgery. For 'tis well 
known that the Monks of all Places have for- 
ged Records to prove the Antiqutry of their 
• '■ - own 
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own Houfes : And thefe Monks of Hy, thinks 
ing their Houfe would not appear <jld enough 
if they could fix the Foundation of it no high- 
er than the latter end of the fixth Century, 
made a legendary Story of their being fettled 
In that Place about the fecpnd or third Centu- 
ries, and would pretend that St. Olumba was 
only the Reftorer, whereas he was indeed the 
Founder of their Houfe. 
• Hifbriat Ac- * The pretent right Reverend Bifhop of 
&^«i£T ch Worcefter, Dr. Lloyd, has therefore learnedly- 
refuted this Figment, and fhewn from moll e- 
vident Proofs, That before Palladius his time 
7 ' there were no Chrifiians in Scotland, nor any Scots 
in that Country, which is now called by that Name 
till long after. That his Mijfian was Hot into Scot- 
land but Ireland : And that wt have no affurame 
that he came into either of 'cm, much lefs that he 
Vtade any Btfhop there, or indeed any Chriftian. 
'Likexpifc that Colutnba found no Chrifiians at Hy, 
much lefs any Culdees there; and that he and his 
Monks, who were the only Clergy in that Part of 
Scotland where he had to do, knew no other Ordi- 
nation but Epifcopal, and had a Bijftop amanfi them 
for that purpofe. That the Culdees ?re not men- 
tioned by any Writer that lived within- five hundred 
Tears of Palladius, and are not faid to have been in 
bis Age by any Author that lived within a thoufand 
Tears after him- That Monkery was not yet in the 
World, much lefs in this Ifland at that time fiom 
which they bring down thefe Culdees. That the 
firfi Monks in Scotland were of no other fort than 
theft in France and ether Countries where the Church 
was wholly governed by Bifimps. That Columba 
found nothing in Scotland to be refiored, as they 
imagine, but began and founded a Monafiery there, 
fid his Monks (as many- as took Orders) were qy 
tLttncd 
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darned by Bijhpps properly fo called, as the Monks 
were in all other Countries. That commonly their 
^donafieries were the Schools and XJniverfities of 
\hofe times, where Touth were brought up and fitted 
to he put in Holy Orders \ Aid. then being vhofen and 
recommended by their Superiors^ were ordained by 
proper Bijhops, whether fetched from abroad or re- 
futing in the Monafiery for that purpofe. That the 
Bifimp who refided in the Monafiery fiooy^d be fubjcZh 
to the Abbot, tho > a Presbyttr r was^ 'as Bede fays , 
ail unufual thing. But at Hy there was a Reafon. 
for it as unufual as the thirty it felf. For whereas 
in almoft all other Places there were Biftops before 
there were any Monafieries, and there it was, 
not lawful to build any Monafiery without leave of 
the Bijhop : Here at Hy on the contrary y there was 
no Chrifiian before Columba came thither. Aid 
when he was come, and had converted both the King 
and People? they gave him the Ifland in Pojfejfion for 
the building of a Monafiery j and withal, for the 
maintainance of it, they gave him the Royalty of 
the Neighbouring lfles, fix of which are mentioned 
by Buchanan, as belonging to this Monafiery. Aid 
therefore tho 1 Columba found it neceffary to have a> 
Bijhop, and was pleafed to give him a Seat in his 
Hland, and perhaps to put the. other Jfies under his 
Jurifd'tUion ; yet it is net firange that he thought fit 
fiill to keep the Royalty to himfelf and Succejfors. 
It is no more firange that it Jhould be fo there at that 
time, than it is that it .fitould be Jo now in many 
Places : Ad at Oxford particularly ; where a 
Bifiwp now lives, and ts well known to be a Prelate 
of the Englifli Church as any other ; yet the G<* 
vcrnment is vefted in the Univerfity exclufive of 
Urn-, and not only the Chancellor and his Deputy 
have Precedence of the Bifhop, but every private 
Scholar is exempted from his Cognizance and Ju- 
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rifdicHon. Tet notwithftanding this, if any one 
thus Privileged happen to have a Parochial Cure, 
tho in the Univerlity it fetf t they become fubjefy 
to the Bifliop as others are, and if any EpicopaJ, 
Act. be to be performed, whether it be the Confecra- 
tion of any Church or Chapel of any Colledge or 
Hall in the Univerfity, or Holy Orders or Con- 
jirmation&e to be received by any private Scholar, 
Recourfe is had vnto the Bifliop ; and in Cafe of Or- 
dination, the Perfon Ordained makes the fame Re- 
cognition with others-fthat he will reverendly obey 
his Ordinary. So that we fee here the Chancellor 
and his Scholars have the fame Authority by their 
Charter that King Bridius gave to Columba and 
his Monks, only it dues not extend thro'* the whole 
Diocefs, but is limited according to the Pleafure of 
our Kings, who might have extended it as far as 
they pleafed : And yet a farther Extent of this Li- 
berty (tho it had been fuch an Abridgment of the 
.Eptfcopal Power as never was known till Monkery 
came into the Church') had not been a fupprejfmg of 
the Order, which is the thing our jidverjaries drive 
at. How jufily they of all Men 'inveigh againft 
Monkery that borrow their Patterns from their In- 
novations, and where *thofc will not reach, Piece 
them out with their Fables, and do as it were reftore 
it by darkning the Church-Hiftory to deftrof the Go- 
vernment of it : Thefe Things I leave to the Rea- 
ders confederation- 

The Argument which^ I think, our Diflen- 
ters have latcft gone iipon to overthrow Dio- 
cefan Epifcopacy, IS that for the fir ft two or three 
Centuries ; a Jjijbop was no more than the Paftor of. 
afwgle Congregation, and therefore the Paftor of a, 
fttigle Congregation is now as truly a Bifhop. And 
that they were duly ordained in 'thofe Ages, who 
were Jet xpart for the Work of the Miniftry by the 
Paftor 
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Pafior of a fvngle Church* with the Concurrence of 
fome Ajjifiants. w And (they pretend J they can 
fee no Reafon why they jhould not be efteemedto be 
duly ordained now-, who are accordingly Jet apart by 
the Pafior of a Jingle 'Church. Mr. Baxter ('but I 
know not whether he. was the firftj advanced 
this Notion in his Treatife ofEpifcopacy : This 
was purfued by. David Clarifin r in a Book inti- 
tuled , Primitive , Epifiopacy Jtated and chared 
f-om the Ho(y Scriptures and ancient Records. Both 
thefe have, been "fully anfwered by the late 
learned Dr. Henry Maurice in two Books, one 
entituled, A Vindication of the Primitive Church, 
and the other, A Defence ofDmefan Epifcopacy y 
from which Books any that defires it may re- 
ceive full Satisfaction in this Matter. For he 
has moft learnedly and clearly refuted all the 
Citations of his Adverfaries, and plainly fhew- 
ed how they have abufed and falfely rcprefen- 
ted a multitude of Teftimonies of ancient 
Writers, directly againft the Intention of the 
Authors, to countenance their Dream of Con- 



Ihamefully perverted the Anthor , sSenfe 1 ibme- 
times leaving out or putting in a Word to 
make a Pafiage ferve their purpofes. Yet af- 
ter all, the Sum of what they pretend to prove 
is no more than this. i. That feme Villages'' 
had Bifoops, which might be, and yet they 
might have a Territory belonging to a Village 
containing more than one or two Congregati- 
ons. 2. That feveral Cities 'were no bigger than: 
our Market Towns ; But might they not there- 
fore have Territories with many Congregati- 
ons under their Jurifdiftions ? I think there 
is but one Parifh Church in the City of Moche- 
fter, yet theBilhop of that Sec has a great 
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many Congregations under his Jurisdiction. 
Nay there are fame Parilhes In tendon, as big 
as the Metropolis Canterbury. Is therefore the 
Minilter of inch a Parifh an ArchbiihOp ? 3. 
They fay, that 'tis {rebuilt the gfeateft Giiis had 
hut one Congregation of Orthodox Chriftians, hit 
caufe that Jometimes. All the People are laid to 

afEfhS" bc t"f"" in '¥ aurch - * ftf >' is 1 *K refer 
nam, P ., s , our Adversaries to ivhat the Presbyterians ihain- 
• tained in the late Tunes, vii. That in divers 
Cities there were more Congregations than 
one, particularly in Jerusalem. Arid this they/ 
prove. 1. From the multitude of Believers in 
that Church, which they from: the Scriptures' 
compute to be at lealc thirty ThoUfind. i. 
From the Multitude of Church; Officers in 
that Church. 3. From the variety of Lan- 
guages there. And 4. FrOm the manner of" 
the Chriltians publick Meetings in thofe pri- 
mitive Times in Houfes, Chambers, or upper 
Rooms. 4. Thefe congregational Men pre- 
tend. That there was hut one Altar in a Diocefs, 
that is, one Communion Table, and confeauently ene 
Congregation and ho more' But 'tis well known 
to all ihat have dipped into Antiquity, that' 
only the Communion Table in the Cathedral! 
Church was called the Altar: And therefore- 
one Altar is as coiiiiltent with many Communi- 
on Tables, as one Cathedral is with many 
Churches. But fuppofe they could.have prov- 
ed thefe Poiitions, which yet they have not 
been able to do, it would by no Means follow 
that Bilhop and Presbyter are the fame Order. 
They go upon a falfe Suppolition, when they 
would make it eflential to a Bilhop, fuch as' 
we have in the Church of England, to have 
more than one Congregation undet his Care. 

A 
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FA Bifhop may have no more Souls in his Dkv 
eels than a Presbyter has in his Parifh, and it 
a&ually is fo with us : For I am perfwaded 
that the Minifters of St. Gilts in the Fields, or 
St. Andrews M/iwni, or St. Margarets Wefhtin- 
Jter, have either of them more Souls in one 
fingle Farifh than the Bifhop of the Ifle »f Man 
has in the feventeen Parifhes of his Diocefs. 1 \ 
Yet this Proportion of the number of Souls 
does not degrade theBilhop to a Presbyter, nor 
raife the Presbyter to a Bifhop. If our Adver- 
iaries would fay any thing to the Purpofe, they 
ought to prove not that fome fingle Congrega- 
tions had Bifhqps ; but that 3ll who had fingle 
Congregations under 'em were Bifhops, and 
that there was no Diftinftion between a Bi/hop 
and a Presbyter ; And now 1 hope I have laid 
enough to latisfie that this cannot be done. 

* * But Monfieitr Le Clerk comes at la fi with * Bibiothnp: 
an invinceable Argument* as he fuppofes, a- Twn "** p 
gainft the Neceffity of Epifcopal Government 

in the Church : and tells us, That * ail thefe 

* kind of Proofe and Arguments fignifie no- 

* thing at all. That it is nothing to the pur- 
« pofe to fhew, that Chr'tft and his Apofttes in* 

* itituted this Form of Church Government, 

* and that the Church never had any other 

* kind of Government in it for above 1 500- 
' Years from our Saviour's Days downwards, 

* which, tbo* it be fo clearly evidenced that 

* the Truth of it cannot be denied •, yet it is 

* of no weight, nor deferves to be regarded. 

* For thofe who would make the Hierarchy ne- 

* ceflary to the Constitution of the Chriftian 
1 Church, ought to prove, That Godinfthuted 

^ Cbnftianity for the fake «f the Epifcopal Order, 
*j tod that -thr EfifcofalOrder was not inftituted 
■> ' * for 
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* for the fake of Chrifiiamty. For if this Order 

* was appointed for the fake of the Churchy (which 

* they cannot deny) they mufi alfo acknowledge ,1 
c that if it be more Advantageous to the Church im 

* fame Places to have this Order abolijhed-, it' is not 
4 amifi to lay it afide in fuch Places. 

If this Gentleman had confidered the fatal 
Confequences of fuch an Argument as this, 
fure he could never have made ufe of it.Let us 
put it into a Sylhgifm, and then I conceive 
thefe Confequences will be obvious to every 
one. 

Whatlbever has been inftituted or appoin- 
ted for the fake of Chriftianity, and for whofe 
ftke Chriftianity it felf was not inftituted, may 
be laid afide when it fhall be judged expe- 
dient for the Advantage of any particular 
Church. 

The Epifcopal Order was inftituted for the 
fake of Chriftianity, and not Chriltiaftity for 
the fake of the Epifcopal Order. 

.Therefore, when any particular Church 
judges it expedient to lay afide the- Epifcopal 
Order tor their own particular Advantage they 
may very lawfully do it. 

Now if the firft Propolition be not tree, the 
Argument is of no force, and the conclufion 
cannot hold. And (hould it be admitted to be 
true, then can I fee nothing relating, to Chri- 
ftianity but what may be laid afide, even the 
Word and Sacraments themfclves. - For was 
the Word of God contained in the Sacred 
Scriptures inftituted or written for the fake of 
Chriftianity, or Chriftianity for the fake of the 
Scriptures? Certainly we muftfay, that the 
Scriptures were written for the fake of Chri- 
ftianity, that the Church of God might haye a 
certain 
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certain Rule to walk by. If therefore his 
Propofition be true, when any Church, as the 
Church of Rome for Inftance', thinks fit to take 
away the ufe of the Scriptures, for -the Benefit 
of Chriftianity as they pretend, they may law- 
fully do it: And confequently that Church 
is by no means to blame, according to this Ar- 
gument for debarring the common People from 
the ufe of the Holy Scriptures, for fuch Rea- 
sons as they are pleafed to give for it. Preach- 
ing and inftrucring the People was inftituted 
for the fake of Chriftianity, and not Chri- 
ftianity for the fake of Preaching, and there- 
fore if his Argument be good, Preaching and 
inftruding the People may alfo be laid afide. 
The twoSacraments of Baptifm and the Lord's 
Supper were inftituted for the fake of Chrifti- 
anity, and hot Chriftianity for the fake of the 
Sacraments : Therefore the Quakers, accor- 
ding to this Argument, have not done amifs 
in laying afide both the Sacraments, becaufe 
they judge it Advantageous to their Church, 
which is fo Spiritualized as to ftand in no need 
of thole Beggerij Elements-, as they think fit to 
call them. > And theChurch of Rome is not to 
be blamed for-denying the Cup- to the Laity, 
fince if they had pleafed, they might have de- 
nied them the whole Sacrament if Manfievr Le 
Clerk's Argument hath any weight in it. But 
we fay that the Holy Scriptures, that the 
Preaching the Gofpely and the Miniftration of 
the Sacraments are Sacred Inftitutions appoin- 
ted by Jefus Chrijl himfelf to be continued in 
his Church 'tiH his coming in Glory, and there- 
fore neither the Church of Rome, nor any other 
Church whatfoever can takeaway the publick 
ufe of the Scriptures or the private Reading of 
1 them, 
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them, neither the Preaching of the Golpel, 
nor the Miniftration of the Sacraments, whole 
and entire according as is ordained in the New 
Teftament And the very fame may we lay 
of Epifcopacy, that it is an Inftitution of Jef** 
Chrifi our Supreme Law-giver, and therefore 
is not to be taken away by any Humane Au- 
thority, upon any Pretence whatsoever. So 
that notwithstanding what Monfievr Le Clerk 
fays, I muft conclude that it is very much to 
the Purpofe of proving the Neceffity of EpiP 
copal Government, to (hew that it wasinfti- 
tuted by chrijt and his Apoftles, and continued 
to be the only Form of Church Government 
for fifteen hundred Years and upwards. 

But the great and moft popular Argument 
againft the Divine Right of Epifcopacy, is that 
by maintaining this Doctrine, we Vn-church aS 
the Reformed Churches abroad, as well as the Scotch 
Kyrk in the North farts of this Realm, and aS ear 
«ven Diffenters at home* And that this is me of 
the higheft Degrees of Vnchxritableriefs. But if 
this be a good Argument, then it is uncharita- 
ble to Preach the Gofpet, and to teach as St. 
a;1s 4 1 2. Peter did, That there is no Salvation in any ■other 
than in jefus Chrift : Rr there is mm ether 
Name vnder Heaven given among Men, whereby 
we muft he faved. This Doctrine, when the 
Apoftles Preached it, plainly denounced Dam- 
nation to all the World, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, except fome few that were their own 
Followers. Yet 1 fuppofe it will not be laid 
that the Apoftles wanted Charity or Love for 
all the World : But they thought it the high- 
eft Argument of their Charity to diiperfe 
themfelves thro' all the World, and to publifti 
this Doctrine in all places that the World 
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might fee their Danger, and get out of it as 
foon as poflible. Would it be uncharitable for 
a Minifter of God's Word to Preach againfb 
Whoring, Drinking, Lying, Cheating and 
Defrauding, and to fay that thefe are damna- 
ble Sins, and thofe that are guilty of them muft 
inevitably Perifh, unlefs they Repent ? Would 
not he deferve to be laughed at, inftead of 
having a ferious Anfwer given him, that 
mould call this uncharitable Doctrine, that 
damned the greateft part of Mankind ? For 
my part, ' 1 cannot but think it the Duty of- 
every honeft Clergy Man to Preach fuch Do- 
ctrines as we have received from Chrijl and his 
Apollles, whomfoever the Conferences may 
reflect upon. I can never think it Charity to 
footh Men in their Miftakes, and give them 
Caufe to think I believe them in the Right 
when I know them to be in Error. Iam wil- 
ling to believe as well of theProteftants abroad 
and our DUTenterS at home as any Man ; nei- ^ 
ther will I condemn them : They mult (land 
or fall to him that is the Matter of them and 
of us. But as 1 think them to be in a dange- 
rous Error, I think it my Duty to let them 
know it : And I hope and pray that God will 
have Mercy on all of them who offend in this 
or any other Point thro' Ignorance, Prejudice, 
or an unhappy Education, and not of Mali- 
cious Wickednefs. * But as the Reverend- pnto ,„ ni- 
Dr. Hickes fays very well, I conceive the »«'»™^4£j,p°'„. 
efChriflian Charity obliges us upon CathohA Trm- ' 
cities, to -mite them up to our Church, and not as 
the maimer of feme has been, to mite our Church 
dm to them. And I have Reafon to believe 
that if Epifcopacy had been fettled in other 
Reformed Churches as it is in ours, the Re- 
I 2 formation 
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formation had made a much larger Progrefs 
t Acfout of the then n 0W it has done, f For Monfieur Rognt 
hTJ^k couh. tbe French Embaflador faid, at the time of the 
v-i"- conference at Hampton-Coart, That if the other 

Reformed Churches had kept the fame Orders amongft 
them that roe have-, he was ajfured there would have 
been many thoufands of Protejlants more there than 
now there are. 

And after all can it be thought reafonable, 
or indeed lawful, for the Church of England to 
lay afide this Primitive Order of Bifaops ? Or fo 
far to comply with the Presbyterians, or other 
Dijfi'titersi as to allow their Ordinations to be 
valid? This would be to aft contrary to a 
plain Afoficlical hfiltution ? and the conftant 
Praftice of the whole Catholick Church in all 
Ages and all Places from the firft Efbablifh- 
ment of Chriltiairity to the Times of the Re- 
formation. Indeed many poor well-meaning Dif- 
fettters are prepoflelTed with a falfe Notion, 
that Epifcopacy is a Relick of Popery-, as they are 
fometimes pleafed to Term it : But they are 
herein very much deceived, for Popery has con- 
tinually more lefTencd than encrcafed the E- 
pifcopal Authority; As is manifefted by the 
many Places and Orders exempted from the 
Jurifdiftion of their proper Bifaops, and by the 
giving a greater Power and Authority to Car- 
dinals and Legates, tho' but meer Pn'efis or 
Deaco isy than to any Bijhops except his Holi- 
nefs of Rome Kay thefe meer Priefls or Dea- 
cons have exercifed an Authority over Bijhops ; 
fufpended them from their Office, and depriv- 
ed them of their Dignities. It has been alfb 
* Attex.nius.Lib. affirmed by fome Schoolmen and Canonifts, * 
*. Tit. j. A.t.i. t hit the Pope may grant a Commiffion to a 
Clerk, to confer fuch Orders as he himfelf has, 
nit* 
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viz.. That a Prieft: by fuch Commiflion may be 
empowered to ordain a Prieft, and a Deacon 
to ordain a Deacon. Take away but the Pope's 
- Commiflion and here is true Presbyterian 
Ordination left as a Relick of it. It is alfo 
obfervable that Jeroms -|- Ollm idem erat Pre/- f Din 9I . Cl } . 
byter qui & Epijhopus, which our Difleuters 
makeTuch a Noife with, is made a part of the 
Popifh Canon-Law. * And it is certain, that* H!ft.conc;j. 
in the Council of Trent, the Court pf Rome la- J^ d ' m - 
boured hard to have it decreed that Bi{hops as ' 7 ' 
difiinS from Presbyters, were not Jure divino. 
And Lainejins the Jefuite, made a long Ha- 
rangue of above two Hours to that purpofe. 
My Lord Bifhop of Sarum (who tho' a Bifhop' 
himfelf, yet cannot be thought Partial to the 
Function, by any one that reads his Expofiti- 
on the 23d Article of our Church, and may 
therefore have his Teftimony ufed as an im- 
partial Evidence) tells us -f « That in the * «* a- 
1 ancient Church there were different Ordi- 2 o' s f I07 '. ' ' e ' 
1 nations and different Functions belonging to 

* thefe Offices, of Bifhopsand PrieftsJ 
1 tho' the Superior was believed to include the 
' Inferiour. But in latter Ages, both the 

* Schoolmen andCanonifts Teemed on different 

* Grpunds to have deligned to make them ap- 
1 pear the fame Office, and that the one was 
1 only an higher Degree in the fame Order. 

* The Schoolmen to magnifie Tranfubftantia* 

* tion, extolled the Office by which that was 

* performed fo high, and the Canonifts, to 
1 exalt the Pope's univerfel Authority, depreft 
1 the Office of Bifhops fo low, to make them 
1 feem only the Pope's Delegates -, and that 

* their JurifdicHon was not from Chrift, that 
1 by £he-fe Means thefe two Offices were 

I 3 * thought 
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' thought fo near one another, that they dif- 

* fercd only in Degree : And this was fo weU 
' obferved at Treat, that the Eftablifhing the 

* Epifcopal Jurifdi&ion as founded on a Di- 
1 vine Right, was apprehended as one of the 
' fataUeft Blows could have been given to the 

* Papacy. If therefore this matter be rightly 
underftood and duly weigh'd, Presbytery will 
much rather appear to be a Relkk of Popery than 
the true Orthodox Epifcovacy as it is now efta- 
blifh'd in the Church of England according to 
its firlt Primitive Inlbitution, when Bifhops 
were the chief Rulers in Ecclefiaftical Aflairs. 
Indeed I mult acknowledge that there is a Re- 
lick of Popery in our Conftitution, and that 

, is, that fo many Places remain ftill exempt 
from Epifcopal Vifitation and Jurifdi&ion : 
But this I am confident is what all our Bifhops 
would gladly have rectified, if it was in their 
Power, yet are forced for Peace fake to fiibmit 
patiently to the inconveniency. 
* r«v«and Firm * There is a very great Realbn to believe 
tr^rwia.p. that JEpifcofacy had been eftablifhed in all the 
Reformed Churches, if the Artifices of the Pa- 
pifts had not hindred it. As appears from a 
Memorandum taken out of Sir Henry Sidney's 
Book, called the Romifli Policies, Num. 6. P*g. 
37- in ft/, a Manufcript belonging to Arch- . 
bifhop VJber : This Noble Pcrfon, who was 
in great Favour with Queen Elizabeth, and in 
her Reign was Knight of the Garter, and be- 
lides other Preferments, twice advanced to be 
Deputy of Ireland, amongft other of his Dif- 
courfes (moft of which continue ftill in Manu- 
fcript) has thefe Words. 1 Her Royal High- 
1 nefs giving me the Freedom to fearch the 
' Affairs of State ever fince her Royal Fa- 
. 1 ther's 
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* ther's denying the Jurtfdicrion of the See of 

* Rome; amongft others of this fort, I found a 

* Letter directed to the Bifhops of Winchefier 

* and Rochefttr ; Part of the Contents being 

* for my Purpofe, be thefe, as they were tran- 
6 flated out of the Low Dutch. 

* Edward (Son of Henry the Heretick King 

* of England) by hisCrafty and Politick Cpun- 
> eel, "hath absolutely brought in Herefie, 

* which is not by Art or other Endeavours 

* fpeedily overthrown and made Infamous-, all 

* other Foreign Hereticks will unite with 
4 your New Herefies now amongft your felves 

* lately Planted, and fo have Bijhop as you 
have ; and it is the Opinion of our Learned 

* Men now at Trent, that the Schifms in Eng- 
< /Wby£(iw«rJ'sCouncileftablifhed, will re- 
1 claim all the Foreign Seels into their Difci- 

* pline, and thereby be one Body united. For 

* Calvin, BuUinger, and others have wrote un- 
' to Edward to offer their Service to aflift and 

* unite, alfo to make Eward and his Heirs 

* their chief Defender, and fo have Bifliops as 
1 well as England-, which if it came to pafs 
1 that Herittck Bifhops be fo near, and fpread 

* abroad, Rome and the Clergy utterly falls. 
1 You muft therefore make thefe Offertures of 

* theirs odious to Edward and his Council. 
' Receive N. S. and £. L. from Rotterdam, 
' their LeiTons are taught them, take you 
( their Parts, if checked by the other Here- 
1 ticks ; for thefe be for Re-baptizing and not 
1 for Infant-Baptifm : Their Do&rine is for 

* a future Monarchy on Earth after Death, 
1 which will pleafe the ordinary kind well,and 
1 dafh the other that rageth now amongft you. 

* Reverend Fathers, it is left to you to aflift, 
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* and to thofeyouknowarefureto the Mother- 
1 Church. From Delph the ^th Ide of May-, 
' Anno Chrifii 1 549. D. G. 

* Her Highnefs one Day difcourfing of 
1 Matters in this kind, I told her of this Pa- 

* per, at fight whereof (he was ftartled ; the 
e Letter being amongft her Sifter's Papers, 
1 which caufed her to exprefs thefe very 

* Words. / had rather than a Tears Revenue, 

* that my Brother Edward and his Council had 

* feen this Letter ; Nay rather than twice my Re- 
*■ venue, I had feen it fooner \ And fo caufed me 
' to lay it where 1 found it. The Council, 

* upon her Highnefs's Difconrfe, concluded, 
1 that Calvin would have eftabliflied Epifcopa- 

* cy Beyond-Seas, had he been confulted here- 

* in ; and that the hindrance of this OfFerture 
1 caufed much Animofity between Refor- 
4 mers. % 

From this Letter it is very evident, that 
the eftablifliment of Epifcopacy in other Reform- 
ed Churches, was prevented purely by the Ar- 
tifices of the Papifis. For that thofe firft Re- 
formers were very willing anddefirous to have 
had Epifcopacy eftabliflied amongft them is evi- 
dent from feveral other Teftimonies befides 
this already mentioned, which I think may 
not improperly be here infer'ted. 
_ h cv,.- cir. * In the jtugufiine Gmfefm, which is the 
£-,£r j ''"' f " fi rft Ptoteftant Act, this Article is contained. 

' We have often out of -our great Defires, 
' proteftcd to obferve the Fxclefiaftical Polity 
1 in all Degrees, as it is Canonical in the 
1 Church, and to reverence the Authority of 
. S Bilhops, provided they do not force us to 
, ''anything contrary to God's Word, which 
- * 'Pro- 
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Cap.V. proved from Teftimonies of the Church. 121 
4 Proteftation fliall excufe us to all Pofterity, 

* that the overthrow of the ancient Polity be 

* not imputed to us. Which Confeflion Calvin 
among others did foon after Subfcribe. 

MelanEthon alfo in a Letter to Luther lays, 
1 You wall not believe how I am hated of the 

* Noricians and others \ It is not well that 

* Men mould fb abhor the Reftoration of Bi- 
1 Ihops : For I know not with what Face we 

* can refufe them, if they will let us have Pu- 

* rity of Do&rine. And I do fear that Epis- 
copal Authority being diflolved, we (hall have 
more Tyranny in the place of it. Alfo in 
another Letter of his written to another Per- 
lon he fays, 1 Luther did always judge as I do, 

* who knew himfelf to be more liked by fome 
1 Men, becaufe by his means Bifliops had been 

* cafl: out and themfelves fet at Liberty, which 

* will be dangerous to Pofterity: For what 

* State of the Church (hall we have, when the 

* ancient Polity being Ihook off, there fhall be 

* no certain Rulers. This folid Judgment of 
Melanfthon is praifed by Cameraries in his 

* Hiftory of the Auguftim Confeffion? faying, • p aE . j8i >. 

* That he endeavoured the Reftoration of Bi- 

* mops, if they would permit the ufe of Sound 

* Do&rlne, notwithstanding he was violently 
1 oppofed by many, and that Lvther not only 
1 ftood by him in this matter, but alfo put him 

* upon it. And we find that Epifcopacy is 
ftllf retained in the Lutheran Churches of Sweden, 
Denmark, &c. Alfo in another little Treatife 
publifhed about the beginning of theReforma- 
tion, entituled Articuli Proteftantium de Vnita- 

te Eccleft, there is this Pafiage. « As to the ' : 
1 Degrees of Bilhops, Archbifhopsand Patrj- 
f archs, we-efteem them very ufeful' to the 
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*, fafety of the Church, if thofe that are ad- 
* vanced to them do their Duty. 

• see Difrburfc * Calvin and Bez*, andrthe reft of the lear- 
«>f. Epifcopicy by ne d Reformers on their Part, did alfo give their 
swkl^if 3* * Teftimony iox Epifcopacy as much as any. They 
Gnb, p. 91. counted it a moft unjuft Reproach upon them, 

to think that they condemned Epifcopacy $ 
which they fay they did not throw off, but 
could not have it at Geneva, without coming 
under the Papal Hierarchy : They highly ap- 
plauded and congratulated the Epifcopal Hie- 
rarchy of the Church of England-, in their fever 
ral Letters to Queen ElizJaeth, to the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and others of our Engtifh 
Bifhops : They prayed heartily to God fpr 
the Continuance and Prefervation of it : Be- 
moaned their own unhappy Circumftances, 
that they could not have the like, becaufe they 
had no Magiftrate to protect them; Andwilh- 
ed for Epifcopacy in their Churches, the want 
of which they owned as a great Defect ; but 
called it their Misfortune rather than their 
Fault. As the Learned of the French. Hugonets 
have likewife pleaded on their behalf. 

* If they will give us fuch an Hierarchy (lays 
+ jx PK«5i«r. ' x Calvin) in which the Bilhops jhall fo ex- 
**f*frm~i t cel> asthattheyrefufenottobefobjea to 
1 Chrifi, and to depend upon him as.theironly 
'Head, and to refer all to him ; thenwill.I 
1 confefs, that they are worthy of all Matht- 
1 mas, if any fuch Ihall be found, who will not 
' Reverence and fubmit themfelves to it with 
1 all Obedience. 

• \rmif. Ev. 1 If there be any, (fay * Btz*) which you 
Gru> c. i. « fhall hardly perfwade me to believe, who 
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< forbid that any Man in his Wits fliould aflent 
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* to the Mtdnefs of fuch Men. And particu- 
larly as to the Church of England and her 
Hierarchy by Archbifliops and Bifhops, * he * ibid e 
lays, * Thai! he never meant to oppugne any 

* thing, of that , but calls it a fmgular BUjfwg 1 
4 of God-, and tvijhes that Jhe may ever enjoy it. 

No doubt then but thefe firft Reformers, as 
well of the Calvinifi as Lutheran Churches, would 
gladly have had the fame Epifcopacy which we 
retain, if they could have had the fame Pro- 
tection, which the Letter above Cited (hews 
they were kept from by the Artifices of the 
Papifis. And I queftion not but it is by the 
Artifices of Rome that tht Presbyterians are now 
gone fb far as to condemn the whole Order of 
Epifcopacy as Aitichriftian and an Infupportable 
Grievance. For which by the Sentence of 
Calvin and BezA, whom they pretend to be 
followers of, they are Jnathematizjtd, and 
counted as Mad-men. 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the College of Presbyters, &ni the man- 
ner how the Bijbop lived with his Clergy. 

BTJt altho', as has been faid, and I think in 
fome Meafure proved, the Bilhop was C>- 
rigmally the fupreme Governour of all Per- 
rons in his Diocefs, in which related to the 
Church, yet he had not, or at leaft did not 
act with a Defpotick Power. He was as 
Ignatius fays in his Epiftle to the Church of 
Smyrna, Xhe High-Prieft, bearing the Image of 
Cod j of Cod, I Jay, as to what relates to Covern- 
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ment, but of Christ with Relation to the Priefihood. 
However he did nothing of Moment by hinv 
felf alone He had his Presbytery or ftanding 
Council of Priefts, over which he prefided. 
With the Affiftance and Advice of thefe he 
governed his Church, and ordained more 
Priefts as occafion required. 

At firft, in the Primitive Times, the Bifhop 
lived together with all his Clergy in common, 
upon the voluntary Offerings and Oblations of the 
People : And he fent abroad his Priefts and 
Deacons to officiate in feveral Parts of his Dio- 
cefs, as was judged expedient by him. AH 
Perfbns at that time being looked upon to be 
under the immediate care of their Bifhop. 
Therefore 'tis ordained by the thirty ninth 
Apoftolical Canon, Let the Priefts and Deacons 
not attempt any thing without the Bifhop, for to him 
is committed the care of the Loras People, and he 
muft give an Account of their Souls. And Igna- 
tius in his Epiftle to the Church of Smyrna 

lays, Let no one do anything belongingto the Church, 
without the L'tcenfe of the Bifiop. Such as to 
baptize, celebrate the Lord's Supper, and the 
like Minifterial Offices, (a) Terrullian alio 
"P "7- fpeaks to this purpofe : It remains for the 
Gondii fion of this Matter to give a caution con- 
cerning giving and receiving Baptifm. The chief 
Trie ft, which is the Bifiop,- has the Right of admi- 
niftring it .- Prom hence the Presbyters and Dea- 
cons receive a Right to adm'mifter it alfo, but not 
without the Bifoop's Authority. And lb likewife 
(.) AJverr Lu- (b~) St. Jerom-, Without the command of the B't- 
Op P.T7 1 ^'"^ ncn ^ eY P r * e ft mr Deacon has a right to Bap- 
tine. And this is ftill the Practice of the Church 
of England, where no Prielt or Deacon has, ji 
Right to adminifter either of the Sacraments, 

or 
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or perform any other Minifterial Offices with- 
out a Licenfe from the Bifhop of his Diocefs, 
except in Donatives, which are true Remnants 
of Popery. And tho' a Prieft or Deacon has 
a general Licenfe to perform Minifterial Du- 
ties within a certain Parifli or Precincr, yet 
ought he not to Baptize any Perfon of riper 
Years (c) without a Special Licenfe or Order (0 Rub* in oe- 
from the Bifhop. 

The Offerings and Oblations of the People of riper Y*an. 
were Collected for the ufe of the Church and 
all put into the Hands of the Bifliop,. and by 
him were divided into four Parts, fas (d) J. w Anno™*™ 
Gregory has obferved from the jiribick Para- °« rui;'* view 
fhrafe of the Canons of the Church now in S£ C k£S 
Manuftript in the Bodleian Library at Oxford : Uw.p.j.c. 3 . 
And * Pamtlius from St. Cyprian.) One part * Arm^. id. 
to his Clergy, another to repair the Churches, Ep.«o.num.« 
. a third to the Poor, and the fourth to him- 
ftlf. The fourth, the thirty eighth, and the 
fortieth Apoftolical Canons plainly refer to 
this Cuftom, where the Bifhop is ordered to 
hep his own proper Efiate difiinS from that of the 
Church, that neither the Church may receive any 
Wrong-, nor yet his own Relations, whether Wife-, 
Children or other Kindred- That this was the 
Practice of the Church in the Apoftles Days, is 
probable from St. Paul's Precept to Timothy, 
(e) Let the Elders that rule Well be counted worthy (,) ,Tim. j. 17; 
of double Honour. In which Place fas molt In- 
terpreters expound it,) Honour lignifiesMain- 
tainance, which was to be difpofed among the 
Clergy of Ephefus as Timothy their Bifhop law 
it convenient: That he might give to one more, 
to another lefs, according as they difcharged 
their Duties. And this Cuftom feems to have 
taken its Original from the Praftife of the firft 
Converts 
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(0Aa. 4 l 4- Converts to Qhriftianity, (f) Who being Pbf- 
fejfors of Lands or Hovfes fold them, and brought 
the Trices of the Things that -were fold and laid them 
down at the Apffles Feet : And Dijhibutiort wot 
made unto every Man according as he had need- 
That this Pra&ice was in England fetled upon 
the coming in of Auguftine the Monk appears 

ft) Lib. i, c. J7- from (g) Sedes Hiftory of that Miffion. 

Priefts and Deacons living thus in common 
with their Bilhop were not denominated from 
any proper Parifti or Precindr. of their own, 
but from the See of the Bilhop to whom they 
belonged : As a Presbyter or Deacon of the 
Church of Alexandria, of Antioch, of Rome, of 

(h) Duriei snd Carthage, of Efbefm Ot the like, (h) And this 

SxEb" Relation which a Clergyman flood in to the 
r- jiv Bilhop of hisDiocefe fas the late Bilhop of 
Worcefier has obferved) wascalled a Title : And 
To fine Tttulo, fignifies without being owned by 
fome Bilhop. And if any deferted their Bi- 
lhop they were liable to Deprivation. From 
the llipend which was given to every Presbyter 
and Deacon out of the Church Revenues, and 
from the particular Charge or Cure affigned 
to each of 'em by the Bilhop at his Pleafure 
with the Advice and Confent of his College, 
■ I am pcrfuaded that both Presbyters and Dea- 
cons were called Canons, that is, the Presbyters 
Canonici Majores and the Deacons Canonici Aft- 
ff)Cod.Lib.i2. nertu For the Civil Law calls Stipends (i) 
»[. si. i. 3. Canonic* Penfitationcs : And St. Paul calls that 
part of the Church committed more efpecUlly 
(c) : cor. io. to his Care, (k) the Canon rthich God had di- 
'>■ fiributed to him. Afterwards when fome Pres- 

byters and Deacons were taken off from the Ca- 
thedral or Mother-Church, and fetled in re- 
mote parts of the Diocefs, then only thofe 
Presbyters 
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Presbyters and Deacons which conftantly refided 
with the Bifhop preferved the Name of Canons i 
becaufe when fixed Parifh-priefts wereietled 
and maintained by their own Parifh, then thefe 
only, who lived with the Bifhop received the 
Canonkas Vtnfitationes, and had the general care 
of the whole Church or Diocefs under the Bi- 
fhop. For when it was found neceflary to have 
Presbyters fixed in particular Diftricts or Pa- 
rifhes, the Bifhop would not leave himfelf de- 
ftitute of a College or Society to advife and 
affiit him in confering Orders, difpofing of the 
Ch'urch Revenues, and putting the Canons in 
Execution. Yet he made no new Decrees or 
Rules for the Government of his Diocefs with- 
out aflembling his Clergy in a Diocefan Synod. 
Therefore (I) St. Cyprian writing to his Clergy (0 Epiit & 
iays, * As to thole things which my Compref- 

* byters Dmatus and Fvrttmatut, Novatus and 

* Gerdius have written to me, I can return no 

* Anfwer by my felf alone ; fince I determi- 

* ned from the Beginning of my Epiffcopate 

* to Decree nothing by my own private Sen- 

* tence, without your Counfel, and theCon- 
1 lent of all my People. 

Now it is to be noted that every Bifhop and 
his Clergy, with the People under their Care, 
made a dtftindi Church, and the Canons made 
by the Bifhop and his Bresbyters who compo- 
fed the Diocefan Synod were of good force and 
Authority within that Diocefs, fo as to bind 
all the Members of it, all that either lived or 
fbjourned within that Jurifcli&ion : Infomuch, 
that if an Apoftle or Bifhop of another Dio- 
cefs came amongft them he was obliged to con- 
form to the Canons of that Church during 
the time of his abode there. An Inftance of 
which 
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(*; Aa.ii. is. which we have in the Scriptures, (a) where we 
read that St. Paul the Apoftle of the Gentiles 
being come to VVorlhip at Jerufalem^ the Bi- 
fhop of that place,St. James the Brother of our 
Lord Summoned his Synod to receive him, 
and give him Directions for his Behaviour 
whilft he continued amongft them. I lay he 
Summoned his Synod 6f Presbyters on this oc- 
cafion, for it is certain they met together on 
St. Paul's arrival, and 1 cannot fuppofe that 
they did fo by Chance ; for the Day after his- 
coming into that City, -it is laid, that Paul 
■scent in unto James, and ail the Elders were pre- 
fitit. And it is plain that the deftgn of his 
going to them was not meerly for a Civil Vifit, 
x but to learn from them what we're the Rules or 
Canons which they had made for the Direction 
of the Practice of fuch as lived within their 
Jurifdi&ion, that he might order his Behaviour 
accordingly : And they informed him that the 
Rule or Canon in that place was, that all that 
were Jews, tho' they had embraced the Chri- 
stian Faith were to keep the Law of Mofes^ad 
therefore exhorted him to do fo, and he com- 
plied with them. But the Canons or Rules 
made in a Diocefan Synod were Obligatory 
only within that Diocefe over which tthe Bi- 
fhop and his Presbyters had Jurisdiftion, as is 
evident from the Example of the fame Apoftle 
St. Paul, who, tho' he thought himfelf bound 
to obferve the Canons of the Church of Jeru- 
falem whillt he fojourned there, yet did not 
think it fit to do fb when he was in another 
Diocefe \ for lie would not fuffer this very Ca- 
non, which he conformed to at Jerufalem to be 
(t) Gil, it. ii. obferved at Antloch, and blamed (b) even St. 

Peter himfelf for obferving St. James's Canon 

in 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Cap. VI. Of the College ofPresbyters, 8rc. 129 
in that Place. I can find but one Didcefan 
Synod more in the Scriptures, and there the 
.Apoftle or Bilhop was not perfonally prefent ; 
but it was Summoned by his Authority, and 
adled wholly under his Power, and he had his 
Delegate or Deputy there to fupply his Place. 
This Synod was Summoned by St. Paul (c) tOf«) icor. 5 . ( . 
cenfure the Inceftuous Perfonwho had Married &c - 
his Father's Wife. Now I have already fliewed 
(d) that St. Paul was the Apoftle or Bifhop of w s uP r. c . 
the Corinthians, and claimed a Jurifdi&ion over 
them, as fuch, exclufive of any other Apoftle 
or Bilhop. But he having the Care of fo many 
Churches could not be conftantly rcfident 
there, neither could he go to 'em upon this 
great occafion ; there being then fuch a great 
offence committed which deferved a fevere 
Punifliment, he fent (e) Timothy to fupply his W ■ c or . «. t7 . 
Place, and appointed a Synod of his Diocefs 
to be held, and ordered them upon Examina- 
tion of the Matter if they had found the Fact 
to be as it had been reprefented to him to pro- 
ceed againft the Offender, and Excommuni- 
cate him in the name of Chrift by virtue of 
his Authority who was their Bifhop. (/ ) For <fi 1 Cor - »■ >• 
/ verily, fays he, as abfent in Body, but prefent in 
Spirit, by vertue of the Power and Authority 
which belongs to me as your chief Shepherd 
Under Ohrift, have judged already as tho* I were 
prefent concerning him who hath fo done this Deed, 
in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, when ye are 
gathered together and my Spirit (that is in a Pub- 
lick Synod or Afiembly gathered in the name 
of GWy?, in which you are to fuppofe the pre- 
fent among you by vertue of that Power com- 
mitted to me which I have delegated to Timo- 
thy) with the rower of our Lord JefuS Chrift, to 
K deliver 
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deliver fuch a one unto Satan, &c. And that a 
Synod was held, and the Cenfure paft accord- 
ing to St. Paul's appointment, and that the 
Sentence of Excommunication had the defired 
Effect, and brought the Offender to Repen- 
f>) uCor.ii. lance, we learn from the other (g) EpifHe to 
s.&: t ne f e Corinthians wherein he joyns with them in 

giving Absolution to this Penitent Sinner. 
Thus we find that in this firft Age of the 
Church, whilft it was under the immediate 
Care and Government of the Apoftles, the 
Company of Elders or the Diocefan Synod 
fate with the Bifhop, or by his Commiffion and 
Authority with his Delegate (if he could not 
be prefent himfelf] both to prefcribe Rules or 
Canons to be obfervedby the Members of their 
Church, and likewife to give Judgment upon 
(hi a& 1 1 3 . Tranfgreflbrs. We read alfo, (fc) that when 
si ' ' * 7 ' a Collection was made at Jntioch for the Bre- 
thren in Judea-, it was not fent to the Bifhop a- 
Ione to be difpofed of meerly as he pleafed, 
but to the Elders-, by which undoubtedly is 
meant the College of Presbyters, whereof the 
Bijbep was the Head, to be diftributed as they 
fhould judge convenient by common confent. 
For they had a joynt care with the Bifhop or 
Apoftle ftho' Subordinate to him.) of that Dio- 
cefs to which they belonged, and received a 
Power from the Holy Ghoft as well as he had 
done to guide the Flock committed to their 
common Charge : As appears from St. iW's 
own words to the Elders of the Church of f- 
phefia when they were come to him at Miletus 
ti)A&. :»."i7. t0 receive Directions from him. ft) Take heed, 
fays he, to your felves, and to the Flock, over 
which the HOLY GHOST has made you 
Overfcers. The Bifliop or Apoftle had Or- 
dained 
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dained them, and without that outward Call 
they could indeed have had no Authority in 
the Church : However he a&ed herein but 
Minifterially, and the Authority committed to 
them was given by the Holy Ghoft, who by 
the Impofitton of the Apoftles Hands, called 
them to that Sacred Office, and made them 
Overfeers of his Flock,' tho' fubordinate to 
the Bifhop who had Ordained them, fo as they 
were to be Affiftant to him in the difcharge 
of the Care of that Church committed to their 
common Charge. And as they were to take 
liis Directions in the performance of their Du- 
ty, fb was he to ufe their Advice and Affiftance 
in giving thole Direftions; and in the other 
parts of his Paftoral Care, particularly in Or- 
dinations, they were to join with him in the 
Laying on Hands upon thofe that were to be 
Ordained, as appears from the Practice of 
* St. Paul. This then was the Authority of*. Crffl p*« > 
the Presbytery or College of Presbyters in the A- 1^,.% 
poftolicaf Age : They were not meerly Aft- 
nifiers or Servants to the Bifhop and to the 
Church, but had alfb a (hare in the Govern- 
ment and Overfight'of it, tho' fubordinate to 
the Bifhop, and where his Councellors and 
Afteflbrs, without whofe Advice and Confent, 
he neither made Rules or Canons for his 
Church, nor inflicted Cenfures, nor difpofed 
of the Church Revenues, nor Ordained Pres- 
byters-. Therefore fays St. Hierome in his 
Comment on the Epifile'to Titus, Let the Bijhops 
remember to govern the Courch in common with the 
Presbyters^ imitating Mofes, who when he had it' 
In his Power to govern the People of Ifrael by him->, 
feif alone-, choje feventy Elders in Gnjunttion with 
mm he might judge the People. 

K J thorndiU 
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• cip-7. Thorndike'm his * Difcourfeof the Primitive 

Government of Churches^ lays thus : ' Having 
1 hitherto jiiftified the Ground whereupon we 
1 go, and fliewed that Bijhops came after the 
' Apoftles to be Heads of Presbyters, in con- 

* fequence hereunto it muft now be averred, 
' that the Government of Churches palled in 
1 common by Bifhops and Presbyters, as from 

* the beginning the Presbyters governed with 
' the Apoftles themfelves. If in that great 
' A£ion of the Council at Jcrufalem, the El- 

* ders of that Church bore their part with 
' the Apoftles themfelves \ what caufe have 
1 we to think they did lefs when they were dif 
1 perfed, St. James alene remaining there? 
4 If they concurred with St. James in his Ad- 
1 vice to St. Paul about a matter of greatefl 

* Weight, how to deal with thofe of the Cir- 

* cumcifion that believed, (hall we imagine 
1 they did not do the like with his Succeflbrs ? 
' IfSt. Pern- call the Presbyters of the Churches 

t i Pet. s. i. * to whom he writes his -|- Fellow-Elders-, it is 

* with defign to put them in mind of their 
L fhare in that Office which he chargeth him- 

■ a3s ao. * felf with. * If the Apoftle of the Gentiles 
charge the Elder s of the Church of Ephefw 
1 with their part of that Care of Chrift's 
' Flock after his Departure, which the Holy 
4 Ghofi had committed to them, (hall we think 

* them eafed of it, becaufe Timothy came to 
' be Bifhop there ? Rather let me conceive 
L this to be the Caufe why Timothy's Inftru&i- 
1 ons are addreHed in the Singular Number to 
1 him alone, without mention of his Presby- 

* ters, becaufe they were to receive their 
4 Charge by themfelves about the fame time : 

* So far Is it from me to think, that his Pre£ 

* byters 
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' byters were not to concur in allilting in that 
4 courfe of Government wherein he alone is 
' direfted by the Apoftles to proceed. . And 
1 if we can go no further in proving this Point 

* out of Scripture, the Reafon mult be, bc- 
1 caufe (as appeareth by that which has been 
' faid) the Scriptures for the molt part fpeak 
' of that Time when the Apoftles themfelves 
' governed the Churches as its Bilhops. To 

* which purpofe, neverthelefs, there will ltill 
' be fomething to be faid out of the Scriptures 
' in the Particulars which we (hall Survey. 

' In the mean time, let us take Notice of a 
1 few Panages, amonglt many more, out of 
' Ecclelialtical Writers to prove what we 

* have aflerted. Ignatius, in his Epiltle to 

* the Trallians fays, What is the Presbytery but an 
1 Holy Meeting, in which the Presbyters are Coun- 
1 cellars and Affeffors to the Bijhep. We cannot 

* unde'rftand more rightly what the Presbytery 
1 meaneth than out of thefe Words, that is, 

* A Oilkge or Bench of ComceUors and Affeffors to 
' the Bijhop. Not limply Councilors 

' but om*f,wr*l Ajfefrs alfo, Perfons that had 
' a fhare of Authority with him. The Com- 

* mentaries under St. Ambrofe his Name, up. 
1 on 1 Tim. 5. 1. fpeak home to this purpofe: 
4 Amongfi all Nations Age is Honorable ; whence 

* the Synagogue, and afterwards the Church had 
' their Elders, without whofe Ad-vice nothing was 
' done in the Church. This is as milch as can 
' be demanded, when we hear that nothing' 
' was done in the Church, that is to fay, by 
' the Bilhop, without the Advice of his Prcs- 
' byters. And this is the true Reafon why 

* many times (efpecially amonglt the molt 
' undent Church Writers) Bilhop and Pres- 

; K 3 'byters 
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1 byters both are comprifed in the lame Style* 
''and Names, not becaufe there were then 

* no Bifhops (as fome Men imagine; but be- 

* caufe both States concurred in the fame Of- j 
^ * fice. As it is well known that the name Sa- J 

4 cerdos is common to both Eftates, in regard 
1 of the Divine Offices performed by both, fo 

* in regard of the Government of the Church, 
' common to both, are they many times com- 
6 prifed together in the common Stile of Pres- 
1 byters, the name of their Age ; or Antiftites, 
1 ne?is»T«j Prwpofiti and the like, the names 

* of their Charge. For as the Apoftle. makes 
( himfelfan Elder v/hen he writeth to them in 

•iPttj.i. ' thisStyle; * The Elders I exhort who am alfo 
1 an Elder ; fo is the like to be obferved in 
1 that well-known Pan3ge of Clemens Alexatt- 

tH 1 ft.i..j.c.sj. -i £ rmm related by \ Eufebius concerning the 
1 Youth which St. John the Apoftle commcn- 
' ded to the Bifhop of a certain Place ; Clemens 
1 proceeding in the Relation, calls him a Pres- 
e byttr whom he had named a Bijhop but juft be- 

VApoLcjs.J ' fore. So TertttlUan * defcribing what was 
' wont to be done in the AfTemblies of Chrifti- 
' ans, addeth, Approved Elders prefUe, who 
' have attained this Honor, not by - their Money, 
' but by a Teflimony of their Probity ; Not mean- 
' ing to tell us that there was no Bifhop to be 
e feen at thefe Meetings, but comprifing both 
1 Ranks and Eftates under one Name of El- 
1 ders : And that upon the Reafon fpecified 
4 in the Commentaries under St. Ambrofeh 
1 Name, upon i Tim. 3. 8. where he giveth 

* the Reafon why the Apoftle pafleth ftrait 
c from Bijhops to Deacons, becaufe, -faith he, 
*■ Every Bi Ihop U a Presbyter, though every Pres- 

* byter is not a Bifhopj who is the chief of Pres- 

* byters- 
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* tytrs* Jufiin Martyr, in his fecond Apolo- 

* gy relating the Orders of Chriftians in their 

* Aflemblies, having fpoken of reading the 

* Scriptures, Then (fkith he) the Reader having 
4 done, i ri£j<saJ*, the Ruler, maketh a Speech of 
4 hftruUion to the People, exhorting them to imi- 
4 tate what was read. And again of the Eucha r 

* rift, Then, faith he, Bread and Wine is offered 
4 to the Ruler, uJ Ti&v&v. Was it the Bi-" 
' fliop alone, or the Presbyters alone, that 

* preached and celebrated the Eucharifts ? 
4 iurebothdidit, and the name of ne?tsn!<was 
4 chofen on purpofe by Jufiin to comprife both. 
4 The &me is to be obferved in the words of 

4 * St. Augufiin, who lays, Let the Sinner come * H9m - e * 
1 to the Prefidtnts in the Church Cad Antlftitef] 

* by whom the Keys of the Church are to be mini- 
4 fired to him, and from thofe who frefide over the 
4 Holy Things, Ca Pnepofitis Sacrorum] let him 
4 receive the Order to he ufed for making his Satis- 

4 faHion. In this place certainly dntiflites in 1 
4 Ecclefia, or Prapofiti Sacrorum Ao not mean the 

* Biftjop alone, but the Bifhop and the Pres r 

* byters. To this we rauft add the Words of 

4 -\ tren&ttt, who fays, That it behoveth m (at lib. +.c^. 

4 obey the Elders that are in the Church, which 

4 have received according to the Father's Pleafure, 

4 the certain Grace of Truth, with the Succejfton of 

4 their Bifiiopricks. And * in another place- L ;b. i. c . t . 

* he fpeaketh of the Tradition coming from 
4 the Apoftles, which had been preferved in the 
4 Churches thro* the Succefwn of Presbyters. Jre- 
4 nam that is wont to appeal to the Succejfion 

* of Bifhops, to evidence that which the Church 

4 then believed to have come from the Apo- 

* ftfcs, here refers himfelf to the Presbyters 

5 for the feme purpofe : And fpeaks of the 

K 4 Bifinprici 
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